
 
 

CITY COUNCIL …………………………………………………………….No. C0227-14 
 

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND FOURTEEN  
 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LICENSURE OF JUNK COLLECTORS 
/s/Councilor Fred Capone 

 
PREAMBLE 
Whereas, the collection of junk, old metals, rags, paper or secondhand articles can present 
unique challenges to consumers and property owners, and 
Whereas, freelancing collectors have been known to trespass on private property and rummage 
through trash, and 
Whereas, they often leave behind litter and other unsightly situations, and 
Whereas, valuable metal objects are often taken from property without the permission of the 
owner, and 
Whereas, traditionally the City of Everett has not separately licensed said businesses; and 
Whereas, the licensing of junk collectors is provided for under state law;  
 

Therefore, Be It Ordained: BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVERETT, and by the authority of the 
same as follows: 

 
Section 1. License - Required for junk collectors; restrictions on issuance, conditions. 
(1) No person, other than the city’s contracted recyclables collector, shall go about from place 
to place within the city collecting junk, old metals, rags, paper or secondhand articles, bottles 
and cans, with any vehicle, wagon or other mode of conveyance, without having been licensed 
to do so by the city council or their designee. 
 
(2) Each vehicle, wagon or other mode of conveyance so used shall have neatly painted upon 
each side of the outer part thereof the name of the licensee and the contact information, 
minimum of a telephone number, in plain letters and figures of not less than three (3) inches in 
height, and so that same may be distinctly seen and read. 
 
(3) The license issued under this section shall be carried by the person licensed when engaged 
in collecting junk, and shall be shown upon request to any police officer or inspectional services 
officer. Such license shall be valid only as to the person or entity named thereon. 
 
(4) No vehicle, wagon or other mode of conveyance used for the collection of junk, old metals, 
rags, paper or secondhand articles shall be parked or stored on a city street or in a residential 
neighborhood while still containing aforementioned materials in any quantity. 
 
 



(5) No collection of junk, old metals, rags, paper or secondhand articles shall be parked or 
stored in a residential neighborhood or any other area prohibited by zoning. 
 
(6) Any vehicle, wagon or other mode of conveyance engaged in the collection of junk, old 
metals, rags, paper or secondhand articles or other like materials on public ways within the city 
must be enclosed in such manner or otherwise covered or secured so as to prevent materials 
and debris from falling from said vehicles onto public ways within the city. 
 
(7) No license issued under this chapter shall constitute a license or authorization by the City to 
enter into or to trespass upon any private premises or property without the consent of the 
owner thereof. 
 
Section 2: Violations- 
(1) Whoever is in violation of this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine in accordance with 
Section 1-8 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Everett. 
 
(2) Repeat violations may result in suspension or revocation of license. 
 
Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its final approval as adopted and 
advertised. 
 
All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the foregoing are hereby repealed. 

 
 
March 9, 2015      Passed in the City Council 

8 yeas; 3 nays 
 

March 23, 2015      Passed in the City Council 
9 yeas; 1 nay 

 
April 2, 2015              Signed: Mayor Carlo DeMaria, Jr. 

 
 

A true copy attest 

 
Michael Matarazzo, City Clerk 

 


