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CITY COUNCIL'S COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS & ELECTIONS
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CITY COUNCIL'S COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS & ELECTIONS
THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2024 6:00 PM

EVERETT CITY HALL, 484 BROADWAY, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3RD FLOOR
EVERETT, MA 02149

ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. C0137­24  Ordinance/s/ Councilor Katy L. Rogers

An ordinance requiring all playing fields in Everett to use environmentally sustainable
organic grass instead of artificial turf

2. C0180­24  Order/s/ Councilor Robert J. Van Campen

A order amending the City Council’s current remote participation rules for members

3. C0181­24  Order/s/ Councilor Robert J. Van Campen, Councilor Stephanie V. Smith

An order amending the Everett City Council rule regarding City Council member’s
actual and necessary expenses

ADJOURNMENT

www.cityofeverett.com 
(All agendas and reports can be obtained on City of Everett Website) 

Respectfully submitted: 

Michael J. Mangan

Legislative Aide
Everett City Council Office
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C0137-24

To: Mayor and City Council  

From: Councilor Katy L. Rogers

Date:          April 8, 2024 

Agenda Item:
An ordinance requiring all playing fields in Everett to use environmentally sustainable organic grass instead of 
artificial turf

Background and Explanation:
We recently learned Everett Stadium is due for upgraded turf.  The School Committee expressed concerns 
about artificial turf.  It would be beneficial for the city to have a standard in place regarding the use of organic 
grass so this issue does not have to recur per venue.  The City of Everett was recently offered assistance with a 
new artificial turf.  In an effort to exemplify sustainability, it is my hope we can write a letter to the sponsor 
asking for their consideration in assisting with an organic grass field

Attachments:
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#2-C0137-24 Government Operations, Public Safety & Public Service Committee
May 9, 2024

The Committee on Government Operations, Public Safety & Public Service met on Thursday, 
May 9, 2024 at 6pm in City Council Chambers.

The meeting was recorded by ECTV and can be viewed on the City of Everett website.

Members present were Councilor Stephanie Martins, presiding and Councilors Peter Pietrantonio 
and Holly Garcia.  Members absent was Councilor Guerline Alcy Jabouin. 

Communication received from Councilor Guerline Alcy Jabouin that she was unable to attend 
due to a prior commitment.

The Committee considered an Ordinance offered by Councilor Katy Rogers: An Ordinance 
requiring all playing fields in Everett to use environmentally sustainable organic grass instead of 
artificial turf. .   

Councilor Katy Rogers, the Sponsor was invited but was not present informing the Committee 
that she was unaware that her item was on tonight’s agenda. 

The Committee was informed by the Clerk that if the intent was to make this an Ordinance then 
the matter should be referred to the Legislative Affairs Committee.   Councilor Pietrantonio 
mentioned this days working for the City in caring for the grass in the City’s public facilities and 
noted that it was a lot of work to care and maintain the grass remarking that is was not a fun job.  
He felt that turf was a good thing and didn’t think it would make sense to rip up existing turf 
areas to replace with natural grass.   Councilor Garcia agreed and mentioned the upkeep required 
to care for grass fields and suggested looking at other alternatives that would be better for the 
environment and health.  Chairperson Martins suggested postponing until Councilor Rogers had 
an opportunity to discuss her intentions, but Councilor Pietrantonio noted that he was in 
opposition to the proposal and requested that the matter be referred back to Sponsor.
    
The Committee voted 2 to 1 with Chairperson Martins opposed: To report back to the City 
Council with a recommendation to refer back to Sponsor.  

Respectfully Submitted,

John W. Burley
Clerk of Committees
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C0180-24

To: Mayor and City Council  

From: Councilor Robert J. Van Campen

Date:          May 13, 2024 

Agenda Item:
A order amending the City Council’s current remote participation rules for members

Background and Explanation:

Attachments:
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CITY COUNCIL …………………………………………………………….No. C0180-24 

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FOUR 

AN ORDER AMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL’S CURRENT REMOTE 
PARTICIPATION RULES FOR MEMBERS 

/s/Councilor Robert J. Van Campen, as President 

Whereas: The City Council’s current remote participation rule does not include any mention 
that the city council can only have remote participation of its members in accordance with 
current state law; and 

Whereas: The City Council’s current remote participation rule is written from a perspective of 
all members participating remotely in the same meeting and that will not always be the case. 

Now, therefore, by the authority granted to the City Council of the City of Everett, 
Massachusetts by its City Charter to adopt rules regulating its procedures: 

Be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Everett, Massachusetts that Rule 7.6 of the 
Rules of the Everett City Council of Everett be amended as follows: 

Rule 7.6 is hereby amended by deleting the current text of the rule in its entirety and replacing it 
with a new version of the rule as follows: 

RULE 7.6 Remote video participation; conduct and decorum. 
(C0096-21, C00180-24) 

A.  Remote video participation by any city councilor shall only be allowed in any 
meeting of the city council or in meetings of any of its subcommittees in 
conformance with current state laws. 

Unless otherwise allowed by current state law, remote video participation in a 
city council meeting or meetings of any of its subcommittees shall only be 
allowed: 

1. During a declared state of emergency; 

2. If the councilor has a documented medical condition requiring an 
accommodation for remote video participation; 

3. If the councilor has a court order requiring an accommodation for remote 
video participation; or 

4. If the councilor’s physical attendance would otherwise be unreasonably 
difficult. 
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B.  City council members utilizing remote video participation to attend any meeting 
of the city council or any of its subcommittees shall adhere to the following 
conduct and decorum requirements: 

1. Members shall conduct themselves with the same level of attention and 
professionalism as if physically present at a meeting in the council 
chamber. 

2. Members shall arrange their devices so that they and their camera are 
stationary during the meeting to avoid any distracting movement. 

3. The background used by the member shall be appropriate. 

4. Physical presence of the member on camera shall be required for 
attendance and active participation. 

5. Proper attire for remote video participation shall be in accordance with 
City Council Rule 35. 

6. Member’s microphones shall be muted when not speaking to help 
eliminate feedback and background noise. 

7. Members shall avoid interrupting or speaking over others when they are 
speaking. 

8. Members shall seek the attention of the chair if they wish to speak by 
physically raising their hand, using the “raise hand” feature that is 
available in the participant panel or some other respectful manner. 

9. Members shall eliminate any distracting noises (tv, music, others talking) 
in the background, especially when their microphone is on. 

10. Members shall be attentive and keep their cell phones on silent. 

11. Members shall not smoke or consume food or alcohol while on camera. 

12. If a member goes off camera or takes a telephone call, the camera must 
be shut off to avoid distracting other members. 

13. No member participating remotely shall be driving or performing any 
other activity that requires undivided attention. 

14. During executive sessions with remote participation: 

i. Members participating remotely shall keep their cameras on at 
all times. The meeting chair shall monitor for compliance. 

ii. The meeting chair shall be responsible to ensure that there are no 
unauthorized persons present, listening or participating in any 
way for the entirety of the executive session. 

This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
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A true copy attest 

 

Sergio Cornelio, City Clerk 
 

Item Number 2

Page 13/19



#4- C0180-24 Legislative Affairs & Election Committee
May 20, 2024

The Committee on Legislative Affairs & Elections met on Monday, May 20, 2024 at 6pm in the 
City Council Chambers.

The meeting was recorded by ECTV and can be viewed on the City of Everett website.

Members present were Councilor Michael Marchese, presiding, Councilors Stephanie Smith, 
Stephanie Martins, Katy Rogers and Robert Van Campen, as ex-officio.

The Committee considered an Order offered by Councilor Robert Van Campen, as President: An 
Order amending the City Council’s remote participation rules for members.  

David Flood, Legislative Research Specialist was also present. 

Councilor Van Campen noted that he had worked with Mr. Flood who drafted the proposal to 
insure that there were no issues related to remote participation.  Mr. Flood informed the 
Committee that the City Council was currently following State regulations pertaining to remote 
participation but mentioned that the City Council could make its rules related to remote 
participation more restrictive.  Councilor Van Campen stated that the goal was to set the criteria 
in which remote participation would be allowed.   He informed the Committee that City Solicitor 
Colleen Mejia had responded to him in an email that the proposed amendments are incompliance 
with other rules and guidelines and that the City Council can begin implementing them upon 
passage where the Governor extended remote participation provisions of the open meeting law as 
only guidance.  Councilor Marchese asked is the proposal limits the amount of times that a 
Councilor could use remote participation and Councilor Van Campen responded that it didn’t 
provide a limitation.  Councilor Rogers remarked that she felt that remote participation should 
come down to a decision of the President and Councilor Martins agreed referencing the 
vagueness of section A.4 in proposal.   Councilor Smith pointed out her previous term in office 
where she was studying overseas but flew back to be at the meetings and felt that members know 
in advance when the regular meetings are held and should be present.  Councilor Martins 
responded that she disagreed and felt that the City Council should embrace progress and move 
with the times.  Mr. Flood informed the Committee that he could add a new Section A.5 which 
would provide exceptions at the discretion of the President.  Councilor Smith noted that she has 
issues with giving the President that discretion.  Councilor Marchese mentioned a business trip he 
had planned only to find out that a special meeting had been scheduled as an example in which 
the President should use his discretion in allowing remote participation.  The Committee 
suggested that further time be granted to allow Mr. Flood to make the appropriate amendments.     
 
The Committee voted: to grant further time.

Respectfully Submitted,

John W. Burley
Clerk of Committees
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C0181-24

To: Mayor and City Council  

From: Councilor Stephanie V. Smith

Date:          May 13, 2024 

Agenda Item:
An order amending the Everett City Council rule regarding City Council member’s actual and necessary 
expenses
 

Background and Explanation:

Attachments:
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CITY COUNCIL …………………………………………………………….No. C0181-24 

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FOUR 

AN ORDER AMENDING THE EVERETT CITY COUNCIL RULE REGARDING CITY 
COUNCIL MEMBER’S ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES 

/s/Councilor Stephanie V. Smith 

Whereas:  A recent review of the City Council Rule regarding city council member’s actual and 
necessary expenses revealed that the rule could use some enhancements to provide better 
controls and transparency. 

Now, therefore, by the authority granted to the City Council of the City of Everett, 
Massachusetts by its City Charter to adopt rules regulating its procedures: 

Be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Everett, Massachusetts that Rule 54 of the 
Rules of the Everett City Council of Everett be amended as follows: 

Subsection A.1 of Rule 54 is hereby amended by adding the following phrase at the end of the 
subsection’s only sentence “ up to the amount appropriated for each member during a fiscal 
year”; and 

Subsection D of Rule 54 is hereby amended by deleting the current text of the subsection in its 
entirety and replacing it with a new version of the subsection text as follows: 

D. Procedure 
(C0181-24) 

1. In each fiscal year’s city council budget, there shall be a line item 
established that shall be used exclusively to reimburse city council 
members’ actual and necessary expenses. 

2. During the city annual budget process, the city council may determine 
and approve an appropriation for the members’ actual and necessary 
expenses. 

3. Once appropriated, the amount established by the city council to be 
expended for members’ actual and necessary expenses under this rule 
shall be equally divided by the number of members. No member shall be 
entitled to an amount in excess of the amount determined by this 
subsection or an amount in excess of any other member. 
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4. Members wishing to be reimbursed for their actual and necessary 
expenses that they have made on their own behalf shall submit monthly 
an expense report for approval by the council president. No member shall 
submit more than one report of their expenses to the president each 
month. 

5. Members of the city council staff may make reservations that may 
generate actual and necessary expenses for city council members. If such 
reservation requires a reimbursement: 

a. Reimbursement shall be made from the same line item used to 
reimburse members for their personal actual and necessary 
expenses; 

b. The council staff member who made the reservation shall submit 
expense reports as necessary for such reimbursements; and 

c. Such expense reports may contain expenses attributed to one or 
more members; but such reports shall clearly delineate the 
expenses attributed to each member. 

6. All expenses submitted for reimbursement must be accompanied with 
appropriate documentation substantiating the expense to the member. 

7. In the first six (6) months of even-numbered fiscal years, no member 
shall be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses in excess of 
one-half (1/2) of the fiscal year’s members expense appropriation unless 
they have been already re-elected for the next term of the city council. 

8. New city council members elected in an even-numbered fiscal year, for 
their first six (6) months in office, shall be entitled to reimbursement of 
their actual and necessary expenses in an amount not to exceed of one-
half (1/2) of the fiscal year member expense appropriation. 

9. The amount available for the reimbursement of actual and necessary 
expenses for city council members appointed to fill an unexpired term 
shall be determined by the president on a case-by-case basis. 

10. Once approved by the president, expense reports shall be submitted to 
the city auditor’s office so that a check will be issued to the member in 
accordance with applicable laws. 

11. A monthly reconciliation of members’ expenses shall be completed by 
the city council office staff to ensure that members are not exceeding the 
fiscal year’s member expense appropriation. 

12. During the fiscal year, if it is determined that there are funds in the city 
council members’ expense line item that will not be needed to pay 
members’ actual and expenses, those funds may be transferred to other 
city council expense line items with the approval of the president. 

13. At the end of a fiscal year, any unused funds remaining in the members’ 
expense line item shall be returned to the city by the city council in 
accordance with municipal finance laws. 

This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
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A true copy attest 

 

Sergio Cornelio, City Clerk 
 

Item Number 3

Page 18/19



#5- C0181-24 Legislative Affairs & Election Committee
May 20, 2024

The Committee on Legislative Affairs & Elections met on Monday, May 20, 2024 at 6pm in the 
City Council Chambers.

The meeting was recorded by ECTV and can be viewed on the City of Everett website.

Members present were Councilor Michael Marchese, presiding, Councilors Stephanie Smith, 
Stephanie Martins, Katy Rogers and Robert Van Campen, as ex-officio.

The Committee considered an Order offered by Councilors Robert Van Campen and Stephanie 
Smith: An Order amending the City Council’s rule regarding City Council member’s actual and 
necessary expenses.  

David Flood, Legislative Research Specialist was also present. 

Councilor Smith explained that after reviewing recent City Council expenses she felt that this 
amendment proposal was warranted to insure that the expense amount per Councilor was fair, 
accurate and equal with the understanding that some Councilors may spend the entire amount of 
their expense allotment while others may not, but she remarked that Councilors should only 
spend what is rightfully allowed per Councilor.   Councilor Martins suggested that if some 
Councilors don’t want to use their expense allotment then other City Councilors should be 
allowed to use the available funds to become better City Councilors and that it should be left the 
way it is now.   Councilor Van Campen explained that there needed to guardrails on the expense 
account.  Councilor Rogers suggested amending the proposal to allow for the disbursement of 
unused expense funds at the discretion of the President for enriching activities.  Mr. Flood and 
Councilor Smith mentioned the importance of only allowing the disbursement of $1500 during an 
election year to insure that new City Councilors have funds left in the expense account upon 
taking office.  Councilor Van Campen noted that the proposal also contains the requirement for 
monthly reconciliation of the account to provide more transparency. Councilor Martins felt that 
providing available funds at the discretion of the President could be a problem and she moved 
that the matter be postponed with the vote failing on a 2-2 vote with Councilors Smith and Van 
Campen in opposition and Marchese not in the Chambers.  Councilor Smith moved for favorable 
action with the vote failing 2-2 with Councilors Martins and Rogers in opposition and Marchese 
not in Chambers.  Councilor Smith moved to send the subject matter out with No 
Recommendation with the vote failing 2-2 with Councilors Martins and Rogers in opposition and 
Marchese not in Chambers.  Upon the return of Councilor Marchese, Councilor Martins moved to 
grant further time in Committee which passed on a vote of 3-2 with Councilors Smith and Van 
Campen in opposition.     
 
The Committee voted: to grant further time.

Respectfully Submitted,

John W. Burley
Clerk of Committees
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