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AGENDA

CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING
THURSDAY, APRIL '10,2025 6:30 PM

EVERETT CITY HALL,484 BROADWAY, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3RD FLOOR
EVERETT, MA 02149

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

COMMUNICATIONS
rrl

April 3 
"'2025 

communications from Jp Beckta

.i ii.'i' :. l; '.'., ; r',. i

NEW BUSINESS "..: i i'' ,', r.:j!r ti 'rr i ::i,
i... .i,: 1...:, .,iii, ;,1+ ;, ;:.,.

1. Conduct a final review of Articles 1-10 of the Charter

2. Charter Standardization Changes

3. Other ltemS fOr COnSideration - pff'r,|,: rirlii'r'.ilr,"!ii,'i '; ; ;r

4. Next Steps

5. Committee Report Cover Letter

ADJOURMENT

Charter Review Committee Meeting 04t1012025 6:30 pM
Page 1

(All agendas and reports can be obtained on city of Everett website)

Respectfully su bmitted

David R. Flood

Charter Review Committee Recording Secretary
Everett City Council Office



Item Number {{item. number}}

JP Beckta
Charter Changes

Charter Changes

rlr,,:r:t:til.
Scction 9-5 Periodic Rcview of Ordinances

1

Add to Definitions: "AbseDce, o{}'Iil"'or-'' \\[gnpv1:1i'u]te rnayol is oul rif the cou[irv' or

oriL of the st?iie lor tnrrte ihiru I'J 
":ollsci:ul-ivc 

ti:r'vs'

Sectiou 3-4 'llempr:ru'V oppoi"torents of mayor' Whenever a vacancy' either

temporarl' o, p"t'*Jt"ii,-ntt"" ur a city-office and the needs of the city require

that the vacancy bc filled, the mayor shall cicsignnl.(r il !'lolri^oll qualificd irl t'ltc

*r*tters of the clepririnrl:ni: wSere thc vn*urcv exi**+ to perform the duties of the

office on u t"lnporurv t u-i., ""iil the position can be filled as otherwise provided

by law or bY his charter'
Section 3-5 Comrnunications; Special Meetings

iui Communications to the City Council 
bions,\E/ 

irj irt" mayor shall, fr'om time to !img' 
by written communrca

rscommend to tire 
"lty 

council for its consideration such measuxes as' ln

the judgment'of the mayOr, ttt" "eeis 
oi the city require' ;\l I rt"qlrcsl;s w ili

bc ttcrrrnpitniti iol 
't 

cl*i"iie'l cxp.litrr:"tion fill t'he req*t:st' 'lhe measttftrs

rcquesling frrnds shail rncludc ihi: aplrlicable fiscal'

Section 3-? Temporary Absence of the Mayor

r\cld Secti.' ia)(2) "i\,'lre.'e'c' 16o ;.\'I;r1'.r: piit'n to ilr: 'ul ol !htt cotttrir'-v' oy or"tl of

tlre.rtlit'elitLtnlxellrirrttiri.errcttnset:tttir.ctlii1..s,l;,,}u':shrllrrr;t,il;'tlrtlPt.tsidettttif
t}re Cit.; L].itLrreil Lrf thc t'.pei)l[ing i,r.[rselrc,.: a:rrl s1r:rII inft;rrn sirl11 Pr'esident,lf tht:

r1;r{:cs [irr. 'vhic]r 
t,6e pr."*i,tnrrr or:his 6csig*ccr rvill llc 1:ircr -r\ctiug 11'Iayor'

Scction 6-b(b) Capitd i-;t;;;unt. g"agut' 'l'1rr: CllJl 6.rlgtrt shall 6c availahle lo

the 
'rtblic 

nn t,t,o "itfi-w"rroii,, 
n,) latcihirn 14 rinys at't*i'it is se*t l,o lhtr citrv

fiouncii.
Ft.rr Section ll-2- citizcl:; Lnit.iarive \ieasur'-:;. ch:inge l'hci wortiinsl{i'(-im a tr')elcentagc

uiregi:iter.ecl. votor:s tci r, llerr:ur:tag|oJ] ihc irrrnrbet'i:f pet.*rrns rvlr<; voft.:tl ilr |]rc

last. irit'ri ni a] clecti on. Sect'ion 8- 2(c) (2)

Section S Z(cX6) A.;;"";i;te boarrl of election c.mmissionets'certificate shall

also bc mailecl to g1i p"r"or, ciesignaterl as clerk of the pelitioners com$ittee.

Actcl:\t thi: cit5'.,1,rr:k'i rJisc|ct.ron. the ceftific.'tii: shall also bc- -qcauued iulo at't

r.)CR p,-lf i]tjl;itr.nen'l alrrl errrt.ijr:ci t<: i)re clesi'grrrrt,irln cJer:i<', (C0114-l8/Acts of 2018'

Chapter 3

SeeLiorrs-z(d)Didyouslrike2atrd3?ol,}rerwise,thocitycorrtrcilorschooi
committeecanjustignoreihepetilionanditfails'lVcwouldliketobeheard'
Please.

Section 8.3(aXi) []lril'nqe l.}re rvcrr'rl:irg irotn iL 1l+.r.ce.rti,:tge ol r.egist-el,eri r,l:ie:'s tr: a

pi:irreiil.:rge of ihe ntinll:,ra,,1'pa.rs,-,r,:t6]1i', i'q,t.i,'il in lhCr lr:'sl l-rienrriril elcct'ion'

Sectiorr 9-4(a) Rules ancl Regulations'
(a) A copy of alt ,uies ani regulations adopted by any city agencl'shall be placed

on file in the otrice. or tt 
" "iri 

clerk ancl shall be available for review by any

personwhoretluestsSuchinfofnationalanyr-easonabletime.lfitpelsoiri;-.
..,,rbir, i,.,,.rar,r:l r.', ii*l ltltt. tlil cily tlll<rrk r',,ili lliiiii:.r ri i-'oj.-,:-r':ivirilll)-i1' 1-'-.-n:ai1
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Item Number {{item.number}}

Charter Changes JP Beckta

Section 9-5(e) The city soli.citor rnay engage an outside law firm orher than KP
Law as an additional advisor until 2035, notwithstanding their subject-matter
expertise.

Section 9-6 Periodic Review ofthe Charter
Section 9-6(a) I(ecp il, in rr yeur cucling irr 4. Thc national censu$ is clone in thc ycar

encling in zer:o and I riol'i. ihink it'"' a goort iclea to bo doing tire Charter R*yie.w
the sa:rie year.

Sectien 9-6&X1) 5 rnernbers fror:r the Citr Council,
section 9-5(b) artd (3) In the event of a iie lorc,. the chair of the commiti.ee will

clc'cirle the resu],ts.
Section 9-? Multiple-Member Bodies
Secti<.rn 9-l(nX1) acld'An1 bodv rhat faile to nroet for at least half of tlreir prescribccl

meetings for an1' rca$on othcr ih:rn uattrraL di*aster shall forfeit their stipead.

2
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Item Number {{item. number}}

David Flood

From: JP Beckta <ipbeckta@gmail.com>

Thursday, April 03, 2025 3:03 PM

chartercommittee
Robert VanCampen; Darren Costa; Fred Capone; Guerline Alry Jabouin

Oops! Missed one that is very imPortant to me

Sent:
lo:
Cc:

Subrect:

C)'e rncre thing. Se ction 2- i t)(a) Crf.y Council Corfirmzttiol cf (.lerf ain ;lppointrnent;s

Add (aXl) and {Lr)(2) rurd (a)(3)

Section 2-I0
(a) The mayor shall submit to the city council the name of each person the rnayor desires

to appoini to any city office as a departmcnt head or as a rrembel of a multiple-member boily,

but not including any position whicb is subject to the civil service law.

(1) The rnayor shall su.brnit lhc narni: of zr ploposc'rl rklpnrrurcnt. heacl to lhe city council

witS.iri;j0 clays- If t6e subririo-sionis nol nracle. ir u'iilbe cr.rnsidered thc same as the cit-v

r--ou n cil not :i1:p roving- the appointn'rent'

il) if thc citl.councii iloes not apprrlve ihe n:t1'-ot's al:poit:tee, fhal per:scrr shall

irniaeditrte15. c**sti peribnning lhe clutiers of thnl office.

{B) Failu|ebylliernayortopntfbrw'a|clhisctrndidatcandfililurerrfthepersorrl]ot

approvecl lo le.rye that position shall rior be consid.ered the de fircto airpoiniment

of lhe 1:erson.

JP Beckta

PEOPLE FIRST!
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= Item Number {{item.number}}

David Flood

From:
Sent:
lo:
Cc:

Subject:

JP Beckta <jpbeckta@gmail.com>

Thursday, April 03,2025 3;4L PM
chartercommittee
Robert Vancampen; Darren Costa; Fred Capone; Guerline Alcy jabouin
Sorry, another point, ahead of time
Boston_Globe_Sun_Jan_13_2008_ Transparency.pdl 4_2A-2O Mayoral Order signed by
JN.pdf

Attachments:

I don't think it is wise to give the next mayor as much power as
this mayor has had and I have an exa!'npre of "absolute power
corrupts absolutely."

Mirlande Felissaint
John Russolillo

In the attached article from 2008, you will see that the mayor said
that people would be hired 'because of their qualifications and not
their acquaintances.' As time went on, that apparently fell out of his
mindset. we don't want the next mayor to start out with an ',I'm
the mayor," attitude and this Chafter allows that.

Also, it still shocks and appalls me that the mayor was so
inconsiderate of the suffering people were going through at the
beginning of the pandemic that he thought it was perfectly
reasonable to say to Everett's resident, "Hey, the Head of the Dpw
is going to take good care of your family's health."

jpb

PEOPLE FIRST!
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Boston Globe

https r//bostonglobe. news pa pers.com/im age1444351124

Item N umber {{item. number}}

the Bostor Globe (gosto4 Mssrchuselts) ' ssn, Jan 13' 2008 ' Page 2

Downloaded or ian22, 2022

MAYOR PLEOGES TRANSPAAENCY - L'arkr Ot&{aria'

il lit'r'i, )n,q rt:$ide ltt and lttrl:trt'alrlcr:ttalt at iarge,

riartL'ri tri.c first l{.:rlll as titt cill''s Il}a}'{}r lt'illt a pledgc

1ri pirI ilri {:t}{J irt "grlvclrntitent i1.i' 1r1llititr," ln lii.s

i p a u gurat i o tt s lleeclt I'{ott tlrtS' n igllt. Del\{ a ria saitl lt is

agrntia itill he "clcar and transparerlt," iurd that ci$

rrrilplt),ees n'ill be hircd ltccititse of their quniifiea'

liurrs atttl nol tituil'acqtlaitltallucs. "Jttst sltltwing ttp

r:o krttgr:r e uts il," lte saiil, I)ill'lltria saitl he will cort-

d ut:t a cr i r n 1rrehc tisive rcvic\f' of thc cit"vls rtrgan iza'

iion:il attd operiutiuna!slructurc, with art aim ttt

s t 1: atttl i ttc :t ntl r:r-r nsnl itl a.l.tr t r I gili tr effi tri trtlc ics. i {tr

;rlsn.saicl ltc itrtcltds ttI crt:itttr il "ctittstitucnt seryir:es

tl'at:kinli i)rofranl," itt lvhich rtiqttcsls llv residcnt'r

rr,ili l'rt'logStcl anel tracked tti lttake sul'c "each and

r,\,rr]' st'n'if* call is aritlt'csst{ a;lllrupriattly."
--rttlg I'tlzttt'

Copy.lqht @ 2023 Newspapers.com All Rights Reseruec. N6,irS
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:] Item N umber {{item.number}}

ln accordance with the authority conferred upon them pursuant to the Charter and Ordinances of the City
of Everett, and the Massachusetts General Laws, including but not limited to Massachusetts Generai
Laws, Chaptel| 11, Sections 30, 31 , 122 and 310 CMR 1 1 .05, and any other applicable law, the
Honorable Mayor Carlo DeMaria and Executive Director of Health and Human Services, hereby issue the
following temporary closure of nonessential businesses, a temporary ban on all non-essential gatherings
of any activity, and a curfew advisory in the City of Everett, so as to prevent the spread of a COVID-19
and for the protection of public health, safety and welfare,

DECLARATION

WHEREAS, the disease caused by the 2019 novel Coronavirus is a contagious, and at times fatal,
respiratory disease. Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, and shortness of breath, and the
disease can spread from person to person via respiraiory droplets produced when an infected person
coughs or sneezes.

WHEREAS, the worldwide outbreak of COVID-19 and the effects of its extreme risk of person-to-person
transmission throughout the United States and the Commonwealth signiflcantly affect the life and health
of our people, as well as the economy, and is a disaster that impacts the health, security, and safety of
the public. Therefore, it is critical to take additional steps to prepare for, respond to, and mitigate the
spread of COVID-19 to protect the health and welfare of the people of the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, because there is no known vaccine to immunize individuals from COVID-19, the only
effective method from preventing the spread of the disease is to isolate known carriers until they are no
longer coniagious. lt has been determined that a period of at least fourteen days is necessary to protecl
the public from an infected individual.

WHEREAS, because it is so highly contagious and dangerous, on March 10, 2020, Governor Charles
Baker declared a State of Emergency in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. As a result of this
declaration, numerous orders have been issued to limit the spread of the disease, including but nol
limited to the closure of non-essential businesses, the closure of schools and requirements for social
distancing.

WHEREAS, the situation involving the COVID-19 crisis continues to evolve, with additional guidance
being issued by the Federal and State govemments.

WHEREAS, the City of Everett has only one hospital, Cambridge Health Alliance ('CHA') Hospital. While
the doctors, nurses and staff have done and continue to perform outstanding work in the Face of this
crisis. they have limited resources and cannot handle an influx of workers from other communities. ln
fact, CHA hospital is the only area hospital available to serve the more than 200,000 residents of Everett,
Chelsea, Malden, Revere, Saugus and Wnthrop. Although there may be other hospitals in the metro-
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Item Number {{item. number}}

Boston area relatively close to the city, those hospitals are also likely to experience difficulties in serving

i#;;;";1 populations, let alone adoitionat patients from other locations

WHEREAS.glvenitssizeandgeographiclocationandlimitedaccesstoPPEandotheremergency
eouioment. failure to flmit expiJure-wiii necessarily res.ult in the overburdening of th€ hospital's resources

aria ieao to a turther rreartn JriiJ'Jmlils,,-.lr^. i"igitat teaoeri nave further indicated that their ethics

teams are now anatyzing n"*iiliJlirplt"i.'*itt r"k" o""i"ioni Jt to *ho should receive treatment and

rf.rJlr,ourO not, or iann-ot' This is our reali$ today'

WHEREAS,duringastateofemergency,Everettdoes.nothavesuf{icientresourcestoprovide
emergency police, {ire ano am-oulaice ilrvice above wnaiit is provioing to area residents during this

unusual Period.

WHEREAS, during a state of emergency, Everett-does not have sufficisnt staffing to ensure that job sites

are safe, insolar as it 
"annoi'commit 

em'ergency Jirst-t""pono"o to performing construction deiail work' it

cannot monitor iob sites t" 
";J;'ht';n,,".icar'oittanci.[-iuqrii"tins "te 

met' and it cannot pfovide

adequate support in the event of an emergency'

WHEREAS, it is essential that visitofs to the city be limited to only those wh9 al:ol!{ely have to be here

so that the City's limited resources do not become ou"*tt"tttJ ind insufficient to protect the health and

llr6iv 
"i 

it. didents, first responders and essential workers'

NowTHEREFoRE.basedoniheconditionscitedabove,andotherwell-kn.ownadvers€efiectsofthe
COVID-i 9 crisis, Honorable Mayor Carlo D-eMaria anU. giecuiive Oirector of Health and Human Services'

upon the recommendation oi iii"igln.y Management and Public Health ofiicials' and the need to

orotect the heatth ot tne innabitanG"ot irie Cit,1 df eu"t"tt, Gtu"s the following Emergency order imposing

:'ffi;;;'t;;; 
"n 

,ri non-i.i"niLisitn"tins* of anv activitv' and a curfew advisory'

EMERGENGY ORDER

AsofMonday,April20,2a20atg:0oPMandcontinuingforthedurationoftheStateofEmergencyinthe
commonwealth, in an effort io 

"rii,i" 
ln" nuatn and s?reiy of the residenis of Everett the following goes

into effect:

Acurfewfora|lnon-essentialemployeestostayathomefronrgPMto6AMisineffect.

All in-oerson services being provided by the Everett.Public schools will be postponed This means that

il;;ffir:k";'a"c"t<;1; ""i'irnif, 
.iirttibution sites are ctosed and deliveries of chromebook wlll be

postponed. online learning 'itiri tiiiini 
"tiiiable' 

and empioyees will be working remotely to the extent

possible.

. Everyone should remain indoors from 9 PM to 6 AM;

. Non-essentiar gatneri;gs ol-inoiuiJu.rs of any size for any reason (e.g. parties, celebrations or

otneisocial ev-ents; snilt be canceled or postponed at this timel

. Any concentration orinAviUuats outside iheir home must be limited to workers providing essential

services or individu;i;';h; are undertaking esseniiat iasttt, such as picl{ng up pharmaceutical 
.

drugs, grocery shopping, or visiting a physician, unuerwniin social d.istancing must be practiced;

r When outside of yorir nime anO ln-puLtic, individuals must practice social distancing of at least

six feet from others and must wear a face covering (i.e. a medical mask. a homemade mask'

a-ltcarf, bandant or handkqlchlet);
. lndividuals st,orto tiilGrto*r r""r"ational activities to non-contact, and avoid activities where

they come in close contact with other people;

oSickindividualsshouldnotleavetheirhomeunlesstoreceivemedicalcare;
r Business closures: Professional services open to the pubtic must-cease' As taxes are now not

due until .luty, tnere shoJro n" no reason for in-person'tax accounting, legal services, or other
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Item Number {{item. number}}

professional businesses to remaln open, with the one possible exception of the real estate
closings that are on the verge of completion.r Departrnent of Public Works and the Cig Facilities Department wlll only perform essential wo*;

I have ordered the Everett Pollce Departnent, the Health Department, and lnspectlonal Servlces to
shhtly enfoce these guldelines and iseue wamings and/or vinlatione to those who are not adhsdng to fte
Order can be fined up to $300 per violation. I know tlrese measures may seem ex$eme; however, 

-this

virus. is e)dreme. As we grapple with lhe spread of the coronavirus, the response to mitigate the qlnent
pandemic and flatten the curve has to be more vigorous. We must all understand the seiiousness of the
virus and work with one another as we get lhrough this period of time together.

Respectfully,

(t il*L Jerry Navarra

Carlo DeMaria
Mayor

Jeny Navarra
Direclor of Health and Human
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Cify of Everett Home Rule Charter
Item Number 1
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I Item Number 1

City of Everett Home Rule Charter

ARTICLE 1

INCORPORATION; SHORT TITLE; DEFINITIONS

SECTION 1-1: INCORPORATION

The inhabitants of the city of Everett, as such, shall have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, powers,
privileges and immunities, and shall be subject to all the duties and obligations pertaining to and
incumbent upon the said city as a municipal corporation and as a body corporate and politic.

SECTION 1-2: SHORT TITLE
This act shall be known and may be cited as the City of Everett Home Rule Charter.

SECTION 1-3: DryISION OF POWERS

(a) The administration of the fiscal, prudential and municipal affairs of Everett, with the
government thereof, shall be vested in an executive branch headed by a mayor and a
legislative branch consisting of a city council.

(b) The legislative branch shall never exercise any executive power, and the executive branch
shall never exercise any legislative power.

SECTION 1-4: POWERS OF THE CITY

Subject only to express limitations on the exercise of any power or fimction by a municipal
government in the constitution or General Laws of the commonwealth, it is the intention and the
purpose of the voters of Everett through the adoption of this charter to secure for themselves and their
government all of the powers it is possible to secure as fully and as completely as though each such
power were specifically and individually enumerated herein.

SECTION 1-5: CONSTRUCTION

The powers of the city of Everett under this charter are to be construed liberally in favor of the city,
and the specific mention of any particular power is not intended to limit the general powers of the
city as stated in section 1-4.

SECTION 1-6: INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

Subject only to express limitations in the constitution or general laws of the commonwealth, Everett
rnay exercise any of its powers or perform any of its functions, and may participate in the financing
thereof, jointly or in cooperation, by contract or otherwise, with the commonwealth or any of its
agencies or political subdivisions, or with the United States govemment or any of its agencies.

SECTION 1-7: DEFINITIONS

Unless another meaning is clearly apparent from the manner in which the word or phrase is used, the
following words and phrases as used in this charter shall have the following meanings:
(a) "Charter", this charter and any adopted amendments to it.
(b) "City", the city of Everett.
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City of Everett Home Rule Charter

(c) "City agency", &ay multiple member body, any department, division, or office of the city of
Everett.

(d) "City officer", when used without fi,rther qualification or description, shall mean a person

having charge of an office or department of the city who in the exercise of the powers or

duties of that position exercises some independent statutory authority.

(e) "Emergency", a sudden, generally unexpected occuffence or set of circumstances demanding

immediate action.

"Full city council", "full school committee" "full multiple member body", the entire

authorized membership of the city council, school committee or other multiple member body

notwithstanding any vacancy which might exist.

"general laws", laws enacted which apply alike to all cities and towns, to all cities, or to a

class of 2 or more cities, or to a class of cities and towns of which Everett is a member.

"General Laws", the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, a codification

and revision of statutes enacted on December 22, 1920, and including all amendments thereto

subsequently adopted.

"Initiative measure", a measure proposed by the voters through the initiative process provided

under this charter.

"Local newspaper", a newspaper of general circulation within Everett, with either a weekly or

daily circulation.

"Majority vote", when used in connection with a meeting of a multiple member body shall

mean a majority of those present and voting, unless another provision is made by ordinance or

by its own rules, provided however that General Law provisions related to any vote to meet in

"executive session" shall always require a majority of members of the body.

"Measure", an ordinance, resolution, order or vote passed by the city council, or a resolution,

order or vote passed by the school committee, as the case may be.

"Multiple member body", any council, commission, committee, subcommittee or other body

consisting of 2 or more persons whether elected, appointed or otherwise constituted, but not

including the city council, the school committee or an advisory committee appointed by the

mayor.

"Organization or reorganizationplan", a plan submitted by the mayor to the city council

which proposes a change in the organizationor the administrative structure of the city
administration or organization, or a change in the way in which a municipal service or

services are delivered.

"Quorum", a majority of all members of a multiple member body unless some other number is

required by law or by ordinance.

"Referendum measure", a measure adopted by the city council or the school committee that is

protested under the referendum procedures ofthis charter.

"Remove from the cify", when a person ceases to be domiciled within the territorial limits of
the city.

"Voters", registered voters of the city of Everett.

(f)

(e)

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

0)

(-)

(n)

(o)

(p)

(q)

G)

2
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City of Everett Home RuIe Charter

Item Number 1

ARTICLE 2

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

SECTION 2-1: COMPOSITION, TERM OF OFFICE
(C0005-l -2OlActs of 202 l, Chapter l4)

(a) Composition

There shall be a city council of 11 members that shall exercise the legislativepowers of the
city.

(l) 5 members of the city council shall be known as councilors-at-large and shall be
nominated and elected by and from the voters of the city arlarge.

(2) 6 members of the city council shall be known as ward councilors. Ward councilors
shall be domiciled in the ward from which they seek to be nominated and elected and
shall be elected by and from the voters of that ward only, with I such ward councilor
to be elected from each of the 6 wards into which the city is divided.

(b) Term of Office

(1) The term ofoffice for all councilors shall bc for2 years each.

@ The term shall run from the I't business day of January succeeding the councilor's
election and until their successors have been qualified.

(3) Councilors shall be sworn into office no later than January 7 at 8:00 p.m., at a time
and place as shall be designated by the city clerk.

(c) Eligibilify

(l) Any voter shall be eligible to hold the office of councilor-at-large.

@ A ward councilor shall be a voter domiciled in the ward from which election is sought
no later than 64 days prior to the date of the preliminary election.

(3) If a ward councilor or a councilor-at-large removes from the city during the term for
which the councilor was elected, such office shall immediately be deemed vacant by
the city clerk and shall be filled in the manner provided in section 2-11.

(4) If a ward councilor removes from the ward from which the councilor was elected
during the l't 18 months of the councilor's term, such office shall immediately be
deemed vacant and filled in the manner provided in said section 2-1 l; provided,
however, that a ward councilor who removes from the ward from which the councilor
was elected during the last 6 months of the councilor's elected term, and who remains
a resident of the city, may serve out the remainder of their term.

3
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SECTION 2-2: PRESIDENT
(C0005-1 -2olActs of 2021, Chapter 14)

(a) Election and Term

(1) At the l't meeting of the city council held in January of every year, the members of the

city council shall begin the process to elect from among its members a president who

shall serve for I year.

(2) The method of election of the president shall be prescribed within the rules of the city

council.

(b) Powers and Duties

(1) The president shall preside at all meetings of the city council, regulate its proceedings

and decide all questions oforder.

(2) The president shall appoint all members of all committees of the city council, whether

special or standing.

(3) The president shall have the same powers to vote upon all measures coming before the

city council as any other member of the city council.

(4) The president shall perform any other duties consistent with the office that may be

provided by charter, ordinance or other vote ofthe city council.

4
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SECTION 2-3: PROHIBITIONS
(C0005-1-20/Acts of 2021, Chapter 14)

(a) Holding Other City Office or Position

(l) No member of the city council shall hold any other city office or city employment
unless authorized by chapter 268,4. of the General Laws or by the state ethics
commission.

(2) No former member of the city council shall hold any compensated appointed city
office or appointed city employment until 120 days following the date on which the
former member's service on the city council has terminated
(C0l 13-18/Acts of20l8, Chapter 314)

a. This provision shall not prevent a city officer or other city employee who has
vacated a position to serve as a member of the city council from returning to
the same office or other position of city employment held at the time the
position was vacated, but no such person shall be eligible for any other
municipal position until 120 days following the termination of service as a
member of the city council.
(C0l 13-1 8/Acts of 201 8, Chapter 3 14)

(b) InterferencewithAdministration

No city council or any member of the city council shall give orders or directions to any officer
or employee of the city appointed by the mayor, either publicly or privately.

(c) Felony Conviction

(1) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on the convicted person's
eligibility to petition for or serve in the office of city councilor shall be in accordance
with Section 9-15 (a) of this charter.

(2) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on a person serving in the
office of city councilor shall be in accordance with Section 9-15 (b) of this charter.

5
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SECTION 2-4: COMPENSATION; EXPENSES

(a) Compensation

(1) The members of the city council shall receive such salary for their services as may,

from time to time, be set by ordinance.

(2) No ordinance increasing the salary of councilors shall be effective unless it shall have

been adopted by a 213'd vote of the full city council during the l't 18 months of the

term for which the city council is elected and unless it provides that the salary increase

is to take effect upon the organization of the city government following the next

municipal election.

(3) No member of the city council shall be eligible to participate in the city's group health

or life insurance programs.

(b) Expenses

(1) Subject to appropriation, council members shall be entitled to reimbursement of their

actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

(2) Actual and necessary expenses shall be defined within the council's rules and

regulations.

SECTION 2-5: GENERAL POWERS

Except as otherwise provided by general law or by this charter, all powers of the city shall be vested

in the city council which shall provide for their exercise and for the performance of all duties and

obligations imposed upon the city by law.

6
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SECTION 2-6: EXERCISE OF POWERS; QUORUM; RULES

(a) Exercise of Powers

Except as otherwise provided by general law or by this charter, the legislative powers of the
city council may be exercised in a manner determined by it.

(b) Ouorum

(1) The presence of 6 members shall constitute a quonrm for the transaction of business.

(2) Except as otherwise provided by general law or by this charter, the affirmative vote,
taken by roll call vote, of 8 members shall be required to adopt an appropriation order.

(3) Except as otherwise provided by law or this charter, the affirmative vote, taken by roll
call vote, of a majority of the full city council shall be required to adopt any ordinance.

(c) Rules ofProcedure

The city council shall from time to time adopt rules regulating its procedures, which shall be
in addition to the following:

(l) Regular meetings

a. Regular meetings of the city council shall be held at a time and place fixed by
ordinance.

b. All regular meetings of the city council shall provide for a period of public
comment, provided however, the city council may promulgate rules that
regulate such period of public comment as deemed appropriate.

(2) Special meetings

a. Special meetings of the city council shall be held at the call of the president or
at the call of any 5 or more members by written notice delivered in hand or to
the place of residence of each member and which contains a listing of the items
to be acted upon.

b. Except in case of an emergency, of which the president shall be the sole judge,
the notice required by subsection a shall be delivered at least 48 weekday hours
in advance of the time set for such meeting.

c. A copy of the notice shall immediately be posted in accordance with law.

(3) All sessions of the city council and of every committee or subcommittee of the council
shall at all times be open to the public unless another provision is made by law.

(4) A full, accurate, up-to-date account of the proceedings of the city council shall be kept
by the city clerk, which shall include a record of each vote taken, and which shall be
made available with reasonable promptness following each meeting. Unless otherwise
provided by law, the minutes of any executive session shall be made available as soon
as their publication would not defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session.

n
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SECTION 2.7:

(a) In General

The city council may make investigations into the affairs of the city and into the conduct and

performance of any city agencY.

(b) City Officers. Members of City Agencies. Employees

The city council may require any crty officer, member of a city agency or, to the extent not

inconsistent with any applicable collective bargaining agreement, city employee to appear

before it to give anyiniormation that the city council may require in relation to the municipal

services, functions, powers, or duties which are within the scope of responsibility of that

person and within the jurisdiction of the city council'

(c) Mavor

(1) The city council may require the mayor to provide specific information to it on any

matter within the jurisdiction of the city council.

(2) The city council may require the mayor to appear before it, in person, to provide

specific information on the conduct of any aspect of the business of the city. The

mayor may bring to such meeting any city officer or employee the mayor may deem

necessary to assist in responding to the questions posed by the city council'

(3) City officers, employees and departments shall respond to any formalrequests for

information issued by the city council within 10 business days of receipt, unless a

written extension is granted by a majority vote of the entire city council.

(d) Notice

(l)

(2)

The city council shall give a minimum 7 days' notice to any person it may require to

appear before it under the provisions of this section.

The notice shall include specific questions on which the city council seeks

information, and no person called to appear before the city council under this section

shall be required to rispond to any question not relevant or related to those presented

in advance and in writing.

The city council shall postpone consideration of any agenda item for which the

requested supporting documentation has not been received by the time the agenda is

finalized and publicly posted.

(3)

ACCESS TO INFORMA'TION

8
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SECTION 2-8: APPOINTMENTS OF THE CrTy COUNCIL
(a) City Clerk and Assistant Citv Clerk

(1) The city council shall, by a majority vote of the full city council, appoint a city clerk
and an assistant city clerk each of whom shall serve for 5 year termi.

(2) Any vacancy in the office of city clerk or assistant city clerk shall be filled in a like
manner for the remainder of the expired term.

(3) The city clerk and the assistant city clerk shall receive such compensation as the city
council may from time to time determine.

The city council shall have charge and control over ofthe office ofcity clerk.

The city clerk shall keep full and accurate records of the doings of the city council and
perform such other duties as prescribed by the general laws, by this charter or by
ordinance.

(6) In the absence of the city clerk, the assistant city clerk shall perform the duties of the
city clerk and shall perform such other duties as prescribed by the city clerk or by
ordinance.

(b) Clerk of Committees

(1) The city council shall biennially in January of the year following a municipal election
vote, by a majority vote of the full city council, elect a clerk of Committeei, who shall
hold office for 2 years, from no later than the I't day of March in the year of their
election, and until a successor is qualified, unless sooner removed.

(2) The clerk of committees shall receive such compensation as the city colncil may from
time to time determine.

(c)

(3) The clerk of committees shall keep full and accurate records of the doings of the
several committees of the city council, and shall perform such other dutiis as may be
required of the clerk of commiffees by the city council.

Other Staff

Subject to appropriation, the city council may employ such other staff as it deems necessary

(4)

(s)

9
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SECTION 2-9: ORDINANCES AND OTHER MEASURES

(a) Measures

(1) No measure, except resolutions and other votes constituting ordinary, routine matters,

shall be passed finalty on the date on which they are introduced, except in the case of
an emergency.

(2) Excep as otherwise provided by the charter, every adopted measure shall become

effective at the expiration of 30 days after adoption or at any other date specified

therein.

(3) No ordinance shall be amended or repealed except by another ordinance adopted in

accordance with the charter, or as provided in the initiative and referendum

procedures.

(b) Emergency Measures

(1) An emergency measure shall be introduced in the form and manner prescribed for

measures generally except that it shall be plainly designated as an emergency measure

and shall contain statements after the enacting clause declaring that an emergency

exists and describing its scope and nature in clear and specific terms.

(2) A preamble which declares and defines the emergency shall be separately voted on

and shall require the affirmative vote of 213'd of the members of the city council

present and voting.

(3) An emergency measure may be passed with or without amendment or rejected at the

meeting at which it is introduced.

(4) No measure making a grant, renewal or extension, whatever its kind or nature' or a

franchise or special privilege shall be passed as an emergency measure, and except as

provided by the laws of the Commonwealth, no such grant, renewal or extension shall

be made otherwise than by ordinance'

(5) An emergency measure shall become effective upon adoption or at such later time as it
may speci$.

(c) Charter Objection

(1) On the l't occasion that the question on adoption of a measure is put to the city
council, if a single member objects to the taking of the vote, the vote shall be

postponed until the next meeting of the city council whether regular or special.

(2) If 2 members shall object, such postponement shall be until the next regular meeting;

but for an emergency measure at least 4 members, in all, must object.

(3) This procedure shall not be used more than once for any measure bearing a single

docket number notwithstanding any amendment to the original measure.

(4) A charter objection shall have privilege over all motions but must be raised prior to or

at the call for a vote by the presiding officer and all debate shall cease.
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SECTION 2.10: CITY COUNCIL CONF.IRMATION OF. CERTAIN APPOINTMENTS
(a) The mayor shall submit to the city council the name of each person the mayor desires to

appoint to any city office as a department head or as a member of a multiple-member body,
but not including any position which is subject to the civil service law.

(b) The city council may refer each name submitted to it to a standing committee of the council
which shall review each candidate for appointment and may make a recommendation to the
full city council not less than 7 nor more than 45 days after the referral

(c) The committee may, through the mayor, request any person whose name has been referred to
it to appear before the committee, or before the city council, or to provide to the committee, or
the city council information relevant to the appointment.

(d) Appointments made by the mayor shall become effective on the 45h day after the date on
which notice of the proposed appointment was filed with the city clerk unless approved or
rejected by the city council within the 45 days.

SECTION 2-11: FILLING OF VACANCIES

(a) If a vacancy occurs in the office of city councilor, whether by failure to elect or otherwise, the
city clerk shall declare the same. If no defeated candidate is eligible or willing io serve under
subsection (b) of this section, the remaining councilors shall, within 30 days following the
date of such vacancy, act to fill said vacancy.

(b) The defeated candidate receiving the most votes for said seat from the last biennial city
election shall, following receipt of notice from the city clerk and acceptance of the position,
and after taking the oath of office, serve for the remainder of the unexpired term; piovided,
however, that said defeated candidate shall have received at least 20o/o of thetotal ballots cast
for the particular seat being vacated.

(l) For the purpose of this section, the 20%o minimum threshold shall be calculated as a
ratio of ballots cast for the particular office being vacated to votes obtained by said
defeated candidate.

(c) If there was no other candidate for said office, the defeated candidate is not eligible for
appointment under sub-section (b) or the eligible candidate under sub-section (b) declines to
serve, the city council shall at its discretion choose an individual, who may be the defeated
candidate, from among the voters entitled to vote for such office to serve, following
acceptance and taking the oath of office, for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(1) In such an instance, the city clerk shall post notice ofthe vacancy at least 14 days prior
to the meeting at which the council shall act to fill the vacancy.

(d) Persons serving as councilor under this section shall not be entitled to have the words
"candidate for re-election" printed against their names on the election ballot.

(e) No vacancy shall be filled, in the manner herein provided, if a biennial city election is to be
held within 90 days following the date the vacancy is declared to exist.
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ARTICLE 3
EXECUTIVE BRANCH

SECTION 3-1: MAYOR: QUALIFICATIONS; TERM OF OFFICE; COMPENSATION;
PROHIBITIONS

(a) Mavor- Oualifications

(l) The chief executive officer of the city shall be a mayor, elected by and from the voters

of the city at large.

(2) Any Everett voter domiciled in the city shall be eligible to hold the office of mayor.

(b) Term of Office

(1) The term of office of the mayor shall be 4 years'

(Z) The term shall run from the l*t business day of January succeeding their election, and

until their successor has been qualified.

(3) The mayor shall be sworn into office no later than January 7 at 8:00 p.m., at a time and

place as shall be designated by the city clerk'

(c) Compensation

(1) The city council shall, by ordinance, establish an annual salary for the mayor.

a. No ordinance increasing the salary of the mayor shall be effective unless it
shall have been adopteA Uy u 213'd vote of the fuIl city council during the l't
months of the term for which the city council is elected and unless it provides

that the salary increase is to take effect upon the organization of the city
government following the next municipal election.

(2) Subject to appropriation, the mayor shall be entitled to reimbursement of his actual

and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of his duties.

(d) Prohibitions

(l) The mayor shall hold no other city office or city employment for which a salary or

other emolument is payable from the city treasury.

(2) No former mayor shall hold any compensated appointed city office or city

employment until 1 year following the date on which the former mayor's city service

has terminated.

a. This provision shall not prevent a city officer or other city employee who has

vacated a position in order to serve as mayor from returning to the same office

or other position of city employment held at the time the position was vacated,

if such position exists, but no such person shall be eligible for any other

municipal position until at least I yeat after the termination of service as

mayor.

b. This prohibition shall not apply to persons covered under the leave of absence

provisions of the civil service law'

l2
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(e) Felony Conviction

(1) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on the convicted person's
eligibility to petition for or serve in the office of mayor shall be in accordance with
Section 9-15 (a) of this charter.

(2) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on a person serving in the
office of mayor shall be in accordance with Section 9-15 (b) of this charter.

SECTION 3-2: ExEcurIvE PowERS; ENFoRCEMENT oF oRDINANcEs
(a) The executive powers of the city shall be vested solely in the mayor and may be exercised by

the mayor either personally or through the several city agencies under the general supervision
and control of the office of the mayor.

(b) The mayor shall cause the charter, the laws, the ordinances and other orders for the
government of the city to be enforced, and shall cause a record of all official acts of the
executive branch of the city government to be kept.

(c) The mayor shall exercise general supervision and direction over all city agencies, unless
otherwise provided by law or by this charter.

(1) Each city agency shall furnish to the mayor, immediately upon request, any
information, materials or otherwise as the mayor may request andis the needs of the
office of mayor and the interest of the city may require.

(d) The mayor shall supervise, direct and be responsible for the efficient administration of all city
activitics and functions placed under the control of the mayor by law or by this charter.

(e) The mayor shall be responsible for the efficient and effective coordination of the activities of
all agencies of the city and for this purpose shall have authority, consistent with law, to call
together for consultation, conference and discussion at reasonable times all persons serving
the city, whether elected directly by the voters, chosen by persons elected directly by the
voters, or otherwise.

(0 The mayor shall be, by virtue of the office, a member of every appointed multiple member
body of the city.

(1) The mayor shall have a right, as an ex officio member, to attend any meeting of any
appointed multiple member body of the city, at any time, including executivi sessions,
to participate in the discussions, to make motions and to exercise every other right of a
regular member of such body, but not including the right to vote.
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SECTION 3-3: APPOINTMENTS By THE MAYOR
(a) The mayor shall appoint, subject to the confirmation of such appointments by the city council

under section2-10, all city officers and departrnent heads and the members of muttiite-
member bodies for whom no other method of appointment or selection is provided by law or
this charter, excepting only persons serving under the school committee, and persons serving
under the city council.

(b) All appointments to multiple-member bodies shall be for terms established under section 5-1.

(1) Upon the expiration of the term of any member of a multiple member body, a
successor shall be appointed in like manner.

@ The mayor shall filI any vacancy for the remaind.er of the unexpired term of any
member of a multiple memberbody.

(c) All persons classified as department heads shall, subject to the consent of the mayor, appoint,
promote and discipline all assistants, subordinates and other employees of the ug"ttry ioi
which that person is responsible.

(d) All appointments and promotions made by the mayor shall be made on the basis of merit and
fitness demonstrated by examination, past performance or by other evidence of competence
and suitability

(1) Each person appointed to fill an office or position shall be a person especially fitted by
education, training and previous work experience to perforrnthe duties of the office oi
position for which chosen.
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SECTION 3-4: TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS TO CITY OFFICES

(a) Whenever a vacancy, either temporary or permanent, occurs in a city office and the needs of
the city require that-the vacancy be filled, the mayor may designate the head of another city

ug"nry ot a city officer or city Lmployee or some other person to perform the duties of the

office on a temporary basis until the position can be filled as otherwise provided by law or by

(b)

this charter.

(1) No city officer or city employee shall receive dual compensation for holding a

temporary aPPointment'

The mayor shall file a certificate in substantially the following form, with the city clerk,

whenever a person is designated under this section:

I designate (name of person) to perform the duties of the office of (designate office in which

uu"un-"y exists; on u i"*porury Lasis until the office can be filled by (here set out the regular

procedure for ii1ing the vacancy, or when the regular officer shall return). I certify that said

p.rron is qualified to perform the duties which will be required and that I make this

designation solely in the interests of the city of Everett.

(signed)
Mayor

persons serving as temporary officers under this section shall have only those powers of the

office essentiafto the performance of the duties of the office during the period of the

temporary apPointment.

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, no temporary appointment shall

be for more than 90 days, but noimore than 2 30-day extensions of a temporary appointment

may be made when a permanent vacancy exists in the office.

(c)

(d)

SECTION3-5: COMMUNICATIONS;SPECIALMEETINGS

(a) Communications to the City Council

(1) The mayor shall, from time to time, by written communications, recommend to the

city council for its consideration such measures as, in the judgment of the mayor, the

needs of the city require.

(Z) The mayor shall, from time to time, by written communication, but no less than

quarteriy, keep the city council fully informed of the financial and administrative

condition of the city and shall specifically indicate in such reports any financial or

administrative issues facing the city'

(b) Special Meetings of the City Council

(1) The mayor may at any time call a special meeting of the city council, for any pu{pose'

by causing u noti.. oithe meeting to be delivered in hand or to the place of business

or residence of each member of the city council'

(Z) This notice shall, except in an emergency of which the mayor shall be the sole judge,

be delivercd at least 48 weekday hours in advance of the time set and shall speciff the

purpose or purposes for which the meeting is to be held'

15
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(3) A copy of each such notice shall be posted in accordance with law

SECTION 3-6: APPROVAL OF MAYOR, EXCEPTION (VETO)

(a) Every order, ordinance or vote adopted or passed by the city council relative to the affairs of
the city, except resolutions, appointments by the city council of legislative branch officers or

employees, confirmation of mayoral appointments, election warrants, designation of polling

places, opting in or out for local elections of early voting by mail and early voting in person

and any matters relating to the internal affairs of the city council shall be presented to the

mayor for approval.

(b) If the mayor approves of the measure, the mayor shall sign it within l0 days; if the mayor

disapproves of the measure, the mayor shall retum the measure within l0 days, with the

rpr.ifi. reason or reasons for such disapproval attached to it, in writing, to the city council'

(c) The city council shall enter the objections of the mayor on its records, and not sooner than 10

days, nor later than 30 days from the date of its retum to the city council, shall again consider

the same measure.

(d) If the city council, notwithstanding the disapproval by the mayor, shall again pass the order,

ordinance or vote by a2l3'd vote of the fulI council, it shall then be deemed in force,

notwithstanding the failure of the mayor to approve it.

(e) If the mayor has neither signed a measure nor returned it to the city council within l0 days

following the date it was presented to the mayor, the measure shall be deemed approved and

in force.

SECTION 3-7: TEMPORARY ABSENCE OF THE MAYOR

(a) Acting Mayor

(1) Whenever, by reason of sickness, absence from the city or other cause, the mayor shall

be unable to perform the duties of the office, the president of the city council shall be

the acting mayor.

a. Should the president of the city council be unable or unwilling to serve, the

city council shall forthwith elect 1 of its members to serve as acting mayor.

(b) Powers of Acting Mayor

(1) The acting mayor shall have only those powers of the mayor that are essential to the

conduct of the business of the city in an orderly and efficient manner and on which

action may not be delaYed.

(2) The acting mayor shall have no authority to make any perrnanent appointment or

removal of any individual from city service unless the disability or absence of the

mayor shall extend beyond 60 days, nor shall an acting mayor approve or disapprove

of any measure adopted by the city council unless the time within which the mayor

must act would expire before the return of the mayor.

(3) During any period in which any member of the city council is serving as acting mayor,

that councilor shall not vote as a member of the city council.
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SECTION 3-8: DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY By MAYOR
(a) The mayor may authorize any subordinate officer or employee of the city to exercise any

power or perform any function or any duty which is assigned by this charter, or otherwise, to
the mayor, and the mayor may rescind or revoke any such authorizations previously made, but
all acts performed under any such delegation of authority during a period of authorization
shall be and remain the acts of the mayor.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize a mayor to delegate their power of
appointment to any city office or employment or to sign or return measures approved by the
city council.

SECTION 3-9: VACANCY IN OFFICE OF MAYOR
(a) Special Election

(1) If a vacancy in the office of mayor occurs during the I't 2 years of the term for which
the mayor is elected, whether by reason of death, resignation, removal from office,
incapacity, or otherwise, the city council shall immediately, in the manner provided in
section 7-1, order a special election to be held within 90 days following the date the
vacancy is created, to fill the vacancy for the balance of the then unexpired term.

(2) If a biennial city election is to be held within 120 days following the date the vacancy
is created a special election need not be held and the position shall be filled by vote at
such biennial city election.

(b) President of City Council to Serve As Acting Mayor

(1) If a vacancy in the office of mayor occurs in the 3'd or 4th year of the term for which
the mayor is elected, whether by reason of death, resignation, removal from office, or
otherwise, the president of the city council shall become the acting mayor.

(2) Upon the qualification of the president of the city council as the acting mayor, under
this section, avacancy shall exist in that seat on the city council which shall be filled
in the manner provided in section 2-l l.

(3) A president serving as acting mayor under this subsection, who subsequently stands
for office as mayor shall not be entitled to have the words "candidate for re-election"
printed against their name on the election ballot; provided, however, that should such
person subsequently stand for election as a city councilor, they shall be entitled to
have the words "candidate for re-election" printed against their name on the election
ballot.

(c) Powers. Term of Office

(l) The mayor elected under section 3-9(a) or the acting mayor designated under5ection
3-9 (b) shall have all the powers of the mayor.

(2) A person elected under subsection (a), shall serve for the balance of the term
unexpired at the time of election to the office.

(3) A person chosen under subsection (b), shall serve until the time of the next biennial
city election at which time the person elected to fiIl the office for the ensuing term of

l7
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office shall serve, in addition, for the balance of the then unexpired term
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ARTICLE 4

SCHOOL COMMITTEE

SECTION 4-1: SCHOOL COMMITTEE
(C0005-l-20/Acts of 2021, Chapter l4)

(b) Composition

There shall be a school committee which shall consist of 10 members, 9 school committee
members and the mayor in an ex officio capacity who shall have a voice and a vote.
(C0005 -2-20/ Acrs of 2020, Chapter 332)

(1) 3 school committee members shall be known as school committee members-at-large
and shall be nominated and elected by and from the voters at large.

(2) 6 school committee members shall be known as ward school committee members,
shall be domiciled in the ward from which elected and shall be nominated and elected
by and from the voters of that ward only, with I such ward school committee member
to be elected from each of the 6 wards into which the city is divided,

(c) Term of Office

(1) The term of office for school committee members shall be for 2 years each.

(2) The term shall run from the 1't business day of January succeeding their election, and
until their successors have been qualified.

(3) Such school committee members shall be sworn into office no later than January 7 at
8:00 p.m., at a time and place as shall be designated by the city clerk.

(d) Eligibility

(l) Any voter shall be eligible to hold the office of school committee member-at-large,

@ A ward school committee member shall be a voter domiciled in the ward from which
election is sought no later than 64 days prior to the date of the preliminary election.

(3) If a ward school committee member or a school committee member-at-large removes
from the city during the term for which such school comrnittee member was elected,
such office shall immediately be deemed vacant by the city clerk and shall be filled in
the manner provided in section 4-6.

(4) If a ward school committee member removes from the ward from which such school
committee member was elected during the 1't 18 months of the member's term, such
office shall immediately be deemed vacant and filled in the mannerprovided in said
section 4-6; provided, however, that a ward school committee member who removes
from the ward from which such school committee member was elected during the last
6 months of their elected term, and who remains a resident of the city, may serve out
the remainder of their term.
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SECTION 4-2: SCHOOL COMMITTEE CHAIR
(C0005-1 -2OlActs of 2021, Chapter 14)

(a) Powers and Duties. Chair

(1) As soon as practicable after the school committee members-elect have been qualified

following each biennial city election, as provided in section 9-11, the school

committee shall organize by electing 1 of the school committee members to serve as

school committee chair.

(2) The school committee chair shall preside at all meetings of the school committee,

regulate its proceedings and decide all questions of order.

(3) The school committee chair shall appoint all members of all sub-committees of the

school committee, whether special or standing.

(4) The school committee chair shall have the same powers to vote upon all measures

coming before the school committee as any other member of the school committee.

(5) The school committee chair shall perform such other duties consistent with the office

as may be provided by this charter or by vote of the school committee.

(b) Powers and Duties. Vice Chair

(l) As soon as practicable after the school committee members-elect have been qualified

following each biennial city election, as provided in section 9-11, the school

committee shall organize by electing 1 of the school committee members to serve as

school committee vice chair.

(2) In the absence, of the chair, the vice chair shall exercise all of the duties and authority

of the chair, other than appointing members of subcommittees, whether special or

standing.

(c) School Committee meetinss

Except in the case of an emergency or in the event of a joint meeting, the school committee

shall not meet on the same date as a regular city council meeting.
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SECTION 4-3: PROHIBITIONS
(C0005- 1 -20lA cts of 2021 , Chapter I 4)

(b) Holding Other Citv Office or Position

(1) No member of the school committee shall hold any other city office or city
employment unless authorized by chapter 268,4. of the General Laws or the state ethics
commission.

(2) No former member of the school committee shall hold any compensated appointed
city office or appointed city employment until 120 days following the date on which
the former member's service on the school committee has terminated.

a. This provision shall not prevent a city officer or other city employee who has
vacated a position to serve as a member of the school committee from
returning to the same office or other position of city employment held at the
time the position was vacated, but no such person shall be eligible for any
other municipal position until 120 days following the termination of service as
a member of the school committee.

(c) InterferencewithAdministration

No school committee or any member of the school committee shall give orders or directions
to any officer or employee of the school department either publicly or privately;
notwithstanding the previous clause, however, nothing herein shall be a limitation on the
authority of the school committee to exercise its authority as a committee to adopt broad
policy guidelines, supervise the superintendent, and take such other action authorized by state
law consistent with the provisions of section 4-5(a).

(d) Felony Conviction

(1) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on the convicted person's
eligibility to petition for or serve in the office of school committee member shall be in
accordance with Section 9-15 (a) of this charter.

(2) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on a person serving in the
office of school committee member shall be in accordance with Section 9-15 (b) of
this charter.
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SECTION 4-4: COMPENSATION; EXPENSE

(a) Compensation

(l) The members of the school committee shall receive such salary for their services as

may from time to time be set by ordinance.

(2) No ordinance increasing the salary of school committee members shall be effective

unless it shall have been adopted by 213'd vote of the full city council during the l*t l8
months of the term for which the school committee is elected and unless it provides

that the salary increase is to take effect upon the organization of the city government

following the next municipal election.

(3) No member of the school committee shall be eligible to participate in the city's group

health or life insurance programs.

(b) Expenses

(1) Subject to appropriation, school committee members shall be entitled to

reimbursement of their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of
their duties.

(2) Actual and necessary expense shall be defined in the school committee's rules and

regulations.
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SECTION 4-5: POWERS AND DUTIES

(a) The school committee shall have all powers which are conferred on school committees by
general laws and such additional powers and duties as may be provided by the charter, by
ordinance, and,/or otherwise and not inconsistent with the grant of powers conferred by
general laws.

(b) The powers and duties of the school committee shall include the following:

(1) To appoint a superintendent of the schools who shall be charged with the
administration of the school system, subject only to policy guidelines and directives
adopted by the school committee and, upon the recommendation of the superintendent,
to establish and appoint assistant or associate superintendents as provided in by law.

(2) To make all reasonable rules and regulations for the management of the public school
system and for conducting the business of the school committee as may be deemed
necessary or desirable.

(3) To adopt and to oversee the administration of an annual operating budget for the
school department, subject to appropriation by the city council.

(4) The school committee shall have general charge and superintendence of all school
buildings and grounds and shall furnish all school buildings with proper fixtures,
furniture and equipment.

(5) The school committee shall provide ordinary maintenance of all school buildings and
grounds; unless a central municipal maintenance department which may include
maintenance of school buildings and grounds is established in accordance with law or
by written agreement between the mayor and the school committee.

(6) Whenever the school committee shall determine that additional classrooms are
necessary to meet the educational needs of the community, at least 1 member of the
school committee, or a designee of the school committee, shall serve on the agency,
council or committee to which the planning or construction of such new, remod.eled or
renovated school building is delegated.
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SECTION 4-6: FILLING OF VACANCIES

(a) Runner-Up to Fill Vacancy

(1) If a vacancy occurs in the office of school committee member, whether by failure to

elect or otherwise, the remaining school committee members shall, within 30 days

following the date of such vacancy, act to fill said vacancy.

(2) The school committee shall filI the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term by

choosing the defeated candidate receiving the most votes for said seat from the last

biennial city election; provided, however, that said defeated candidate shall have

received at least 2}Vo-of the total ballots cast for the particular seat being vacated.

a. For the pury)ose of this section, the20o/o minimum threshold shall be calculated

as a ratio of ballots cast for the particular office being vacated to votes

obtained by said defeated candidate.

(3) Any person so chosen shall take the oath of office and commence to serve forthwith.

(4) Persons serving as school committee member under this section shall not be entitled to

have the words "candidate for re-election" printed against their names on the election

ballot.

(5) No vacancy shall be filled, in the manner herein provided, if a biennial city election is

to be held within 90 days following the date the vacancy is declared to exist.

(b) Filling of Vacancies By City Council and School Committee

(1) Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the offrce of school committee member and there

is no available candidate to fill the vacancy in the manner provided in section 4-6 (a),

the president of the city council shall, within 30 days following the date of the

vacancy, call a joint meeting of the city council and the school committee to act to fill
the vacancy.

Persons elected to fill a vacancy by the city council and school committee shall serve

only until the next biennial city election at which time the vacancy shall be filled by

the voters and the person chosen to fill the vacancy shall immediately be sworn and

shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term in addition to the term for which
elected.

Persons serving as school committee members under this section shall not be entitled

to have the words "candidate for reelection" printed against their names on the election

ballot.

(2)

(3)
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ARTICLE 5

ADIT4INISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION

SECTION 5-1: ORGANIZATION OF CITY AGENCIES
(a) The organization ofthe city into operating agencies for the provision ofservices and the

administration of the government may be accomplished only through an administrative order
submitted by the mayor to the city council. No administrative order may originate with the
city council.

(b) The mayor may, subject only to express prohibitions in a general law or this charter, propose
to reorganize, consolidate or abolish any city agency, in whole or in part, or to establish iuch
new city agencies as is deemed necessary, but no function assigned by this charter to a
particular city agency may be discontinued or assigned to any other city agency unless this
charter specifically so provides,

(c) The mayor may from time to time prepare and submit to the city council, through its clerk,
administrative orders that establish operating divisions for the orderly, efficienior convenient
conduct of the business of the city.

(d) These administrative orders shall be accompanied by a message of the mayor which explains
the benefits expected to ensue and advises ihe city ctuncil if any provision of an
administrative order shall require amendments, insertions, revisions, repeal or otherwise of
existing ordinances.

(e) Whenever the mayor proposes an administrative order, the city council shall hold I or more
public hearings on the proposal for which notice shall be provided no less l0 days prior
thereto by posting the full text of the proposal and a summary thereof on the officiil city
website, and publishing notice in at least I local newspaper of the time, date and place of the
public hearing with information about how to receive a copy of the full proposal.

(0 An organization or reorganization plan shall become effective at the expiration of 60 days
following the date the proposal is submitted to the city council unless the city council shall, by
a majority vote, within such period vote to disapprove the plan.

(g) The city council may vote only to approve or to disapprove the plan and may not vote to
amend or to alter it.

SECTION 5.2: MERIT PRINCIPLES

(a) All appointments and promotions of city officers and employees must be made on the basis of
merit and fitness demonstrated by examination, past performance or by other evidence of
competence and suitability.

(b) Each person appointed to fill an office or position shall be a person especially fitted by
education, training and previous work experience to perform the duties of thi office or
position for which chosen.
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ARTICLE 6

F'INANCE AND FISCAL PROCEDURES

SECTION 6-1: FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the city shall begin on the 1't day of July and shall end on the last day of June,

unless another period is required by general law.

SECTION 6-2: ANNUAL BUDGET POLICY

The mayor shall call a joint meeting of the city council and school committee, to include the

superiniendent of schools, before the commencement of the budget process to review the financial

condition of the city, revenue and expendifure forecasts, and other relevant information prepared by

the mayor in order to develop a coordinated budget.

SECTION 6-3: SUBMISSION OF OPERATING BUDGET; BUDGET MESSAGE

(a) At least 45 days before the beginning of the fiscal year, the mayor shall submit to the city

council a proposed operating budget for all city agencies, which shall include the school

department, for the ensuing fiscal year with an accompanying budget message and supporting

documents.

(b) The budget message submitted by the mayor shall:

(1) Explain the operating budget in fiscal terms and in terms of work programs for all city
agencies;

(2) It shall outline the proposed fiscal policies of the city for the ensuing fiscal year;

(3) Describe important features of the proposed operating budget; and

(4) Include any major variations from the current operating budget, fiscal policies,

revenues and expenditures together with reasons for these changes.

(c) The proposed operating budget shall provide a complete fiscal plan of all city funds and

activities and shall be in the form the mayor deems desirable.

(d) The school budget, as adopted by the school committee shall be submitted to the mayor at

least 30 days before the submission of the proposed operating budget to the city council.

(1) The mayor shall notifu the school committee of the date by which the proposed budget

of the school committee shall be submitted to the mayor.

(2) The mayor and the superintendent of schools shall coordinate the dates and times of
the school committee's budget process under the General Laws.
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SECTION 6-4: ACTION ON THE OPERATING BUDGET
(a) Public Hearing

The city council shall provide notice of the availability of the entire proposed operating
budget no less than 14 days prior to the public hearing thereon, by posting on tlie official city
website the time, date and place of the public hearing and the full text of the proposed
operating budget and a summary thereof and publishing notice in 1 or more local newspapers
of the time, date and place of the public hearing with information about how to receive a iopy
of the full proposed operating budget.

(b) Adoption of the Budqet

(1) The city council shall adopt the proposed operating budget, with or without
amendments, within 45 days following the date the proposed budget is filed with the
city clerk.

(2) In amending the proposed operating budget, the city council may delete or decrease
any amounts except expenditures required by law, but except on the recommendation
of the mayor, the city council shall not increase any item in or the total of the proposed
operating budget, unless otherwise authorized by the general laws.

(3) If the city council fails to take action on any item in the proposed operating budget
within 45 days after its receipt, that amount shall, without any action by the city
council, become a part of the appropriations for the year, and be available for the
purposes specified.
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SECTION 6-5: CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

(a) Submission

The mayor shall submit a capital improvement plan to the city council at least 120 days before

the start of each fiscal year. The capital improvement plan shall include:

(1) A clear and concise general summary of its contents;

(2) A list of all capital improvements proposed to be undertaken during the next ensuing 5

years, with supporting information as to the need for each capital improvement;

(3) Cost estimates, methods of financing and recommended time schedules for each

improvement; and,

(4) The estimated annual cost of operating and maintaining each facility and piece of
major equipment involved. This information is to be annually revised by the mayor

with regard to the capital improvements still pending or in the process of being

acquired, improved or constructed'

O) Public hearing

The city council shall provide notice of the availability of the capital improvement plan no

less than 14 days prior to the public hearing thereon by posting on the official city web site

the time, date and place of the public hearing and the full text of the proposed capital

improvement plan and a summary thereof, and publishing notice in at least I local newspaper

of ihe time, date and place of the public hearing with information about how to receive a copy

of the full proposed capital improvement plan. Such public hearing may, but need not, be

scheduled simultaneously with the public hearing on the proposed operating budget.

(c) Adoption

At any time after the public hearing, but before the 1't day of the last month of the current

fiscal year, the city council shall, by order, adopt the capital improvement plan, with or

without amendment, provided that:

(1) Each amendment must be voted separately; and

(2) That any increase in the capital improvement plan as submitted must clearly identiff
the method of financing proposed to accomplish such increase.
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SECTION 6-6: INDEPENDENT AUDIT
(a) The city council shall annually provide for an outside audit of the books and accounts of the

city to be conducted by a certified public accountant, or a firm ofcertifiedpublic accountants,
which has no personal interest, direct or indirect, in the fiscal affairs of the city or any of its
officers.

O) The mayor shall annually provide to the city council a sum of money sufficient to satisfy the
estimated cost of conducting the audit as presented to the mayor, in writing, by the city
council.

(c) The award of a contract to audit shall be made by the city council on or before September 15
ofeach year.

(d) The clerk of committees, with the assistance of the city's chief financial officer, shall
coordinate the work of the individual or firm selected.

(e) The report of the audit shall be filed in final form with the city council not later than March I
in the year following its award.

SECTIoN 6-7: EXPENDITURES IN ExcESS oF AppRopRIATroNS
(a) Except as otherwise may be provided by law, no official of the city of Everett shall knowingly

and intentionally:

(1) Expend, in any fiscal year, any sums in excess of the appropriations, awards, grants or
gifts, duly made in accordance with law, or

(2) Involve the city in any contract for the future payment of money in excess of these
appropriations, awards, grants or gifts.

(b) It is the intention of this section that section 31 of chapter 44 of the General Laws shall be
strictly enforced.

(c) Any official who violates this section shall be personally liable to the city for any amounts so
expended to the extent that the city does not recover these amounts from the person to whom
the sums were paid.
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ARTICLE 7

ELECTIONS

SECTION 7-1: CITY ELECTIONS

(a) Biennial city elections shall be held in odd-numbered years.

(b) Such elections for city council and school committee members shall be held every 2 yearc'

(c) Such elections for the office of mayor shall be held every 4 years, starting in 2013.

(d) An individual shall only appear on the ballot for I office at any preliminary, biennial or

special city election.

SECTION 7-2: PRELIMINARYELECTIONS F,OR CITY OF.FICES

(a) If necessary, a preliminary election for the purpose of nominating candidates for any city

office shall be conducted on a Tuesday in September, but no later than September 21't.

(b) The board of election commissioners shall determine the date of said preliminary election,

with the approval of the city council.

(c) Whenever a special election to fiIl a vacancy in the office of mayor is to be held, a

preliminary election shall be conducted, if necessary, 35 days before the date established for

the special election.

SECTION 7-3: PRELIMINARY ELECTION PROCEDURES

(a) Ballot Preparation and Signature Requirements

(C0005-l-2O/Acts of 2021, Chapter 14)

(1) In biennial city election years, the board of election commissioners shall:

a. Prepare separate nomination papers for the offices of at-large and ward city

council and school committee;

b. In biennial city election years in which a mayor is to be elected, prepare

nomination papers for the office of mayor;

c. Determine the date on which such nomination papers shall be made available,

but no earlier than April 2"4 and

d. Make such nomination papers available on the specified date.

(C0114-18/Acts of 2018, Chapter 316)

(2) Nomination papers shall be submitted to the elections department on or before 4 p.m.

on the l4th day prior to the date that nomination papers are required to be filed with
the city clerk prior to a preliminary election.
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(3) Nomination papers for each of the following offices shall require the specified number
ofcertified signatures ofregistered voters listed below in order for a candidate for
such office to appear on the election ballot.

a. Mayor, no fewer than 500 signatures, with no fewer than 25 signatures
certified from each ward;

b. Councilor at large or school committee member atlarge,no fewer than250
signatures; and

c. Ward councilor or ward school committee member, no fewer than 100
signatures from the ward in which election is sought.

(4) The minimum number of certified registered voter signatures required to be eligible
for nomination may be changed from time to time by an affirmative vote of no fewer
than 8 councilors; provided however, that such vote shall take place no later than
March 15th in any biennial city election year and, further that a certified copy of such
vote shall be posted in the city clerk's office and on the official city website.

(5) Any candidate taking out nomination papers shall be advised of the minimum number
of certified signatures of registered voters required to be eligible for nomination to the
office sought.

(6) The elections department shall complete their certification of all nomination paper
signatures no later than 47 days prior to the scheduled date of the preliminary election
so that the certified nomination papers can be filed with the city clerk as required by
the General Laws.

(b) Ballot Position

(1) The order in which names of candidates for each office appear on the ballot shall be
determined by a drawing, by lot, conducted by the board of election commissioners at
least 40 days before the scheduled date of the preliminary election.

(2) Notice of the date, time and location of the drawing shall be posted in the office of the
city clerk and on the official city website.

(3) Such drawing shall be open to the public.

(c) Determination of Candidates

(1) The 2 persons receiving at a preliminary election the highest number of votes for
nomination for an office shall, except as provided by subsection (d) of this section, be
the sole candidates for that office whose names shall be printed on the official ballot to
be used at the biennial or special city election at which such office is to be voted upon,
and no acceptance of a nomination shall be necessary to its validity.

(2) If 2 or more persons are to be elected to the same office at such biennial or special city
election, the several persons equal in number to twice the number so to be elected
receiving at such preliminary election the highest number of votes for nomination for
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that office shall, except as provided by subsection (d) ofthis section, be the sole

candidates for that office whose names shall be printed on the official ballot'

(3) If the preliminary election results in a tie vote among candidates for nomination

receiving the lowest number of votes which, but for said tie vote, would entitle a

person receiving the same to have their name printed on the official ballot for the

election, all candidates participating in said tie vote shall have their names printed on

the official ballots, although in consequence thereof there shall be printed on such

ballots the names of candidates exceeding twice the number to be elected.

(d) Condition Making Preliminary Unnecessarv

(1) If, at the expiration of the time for filing nomination papers of candidates to be voted

for at any preliminary election, not more than twice as many candidates have filed

nomination papers with the elections department for an office as are to be elected to

such office:

a. The candidates whose nomination papers have thus been filed shall be deemed

to have been nominated to said office; and

b. Their names shall be voted on for such office at the succeeding biennial or

special city election, as the case may be; and

c. The board of election commissioners shall not print said names upon the ballot

to be used at said preliminary election and no other nomination to said office

shall be made.

(2) If, in consequence, it shall appear that no names are to be printed upon the official

ballot to be used at any preliminary election in any ward or wards of the city, no

preliminary election shall be held in any such ward or wards.

SECTION 7-4: BIENNIAL CITY ELECTION

The biennial city election shall be held on the 1't Tuesday following the l*t Monday in November in

each odd-numbered year.

SECTION 7-5: BALLOT POSITION, BIENNIAL CITY ELECTION

(a) The order in which names of candidates for each office appear on the ballot for each office

shall be determined by a drawing, by lot, conducted by the board of election commissioners

no later thanT days after the certification of the preliminary election results or if no

preliminary election is held, no later than34 days prior to the biennial city election-

(b) Notice of the date, time and location of the drawing shall be posted in the office of the city

clerk and on the official city website.

(c) Such drawing shall be open to the public.

SECTION 7-6: NON-PARTISAN ELECTIONS

All elections for city offices shall be non-partisan, and election ballots shall be printed without any
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party mark, emblem, or other political designation.

SECTION 7-7: WARDS

(a) The tenitory of the city shall be divided into 6 wards by the city clerk so established as to
consist of as nearly an equal number of inhabitants as it is possible to achieve based on
compact and contiguous territory, bounded as far as possible by the center line of known
streets or ways or by other well-defined limits.

(b) Each such ward shall be composed of voting precincts established in accordance with general
laws.

(c) The city council shall from time to time, but at least once in each 10 years, review these wards
to insure their uniformity in number of inhabitants.

SECTION 7-8: APPLICATION OF STATE GENERAL LAWS
Except as otherwise expressly provided in this charter and authorized by law, all city elections shall
be governed by the laws of the Commonwealth relating to the right to vote, the registration of voters,
the nomination of candidates, voting places, the conduct of preliminary, biennial and special city
elections, the submission of charters, charter amendments and other piopositions to thJ voters, tire
counting of votes, the recounting of votes, and the determination of results.
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ARTICLE 8

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION MECHANISMS

SECTION 8-1: FREE PETITION

(a) The city council or the school committee shall hold a public hearing and act with respect to

every petition which is filed with the city clerk and addressed to it signed by 100 or more

voters, and which seeks the passage of a measure.

(b) The hearing shall be held by the city council or the school committee and the action by the

city council or the school committee shall be taken not later than 6 weeks after the petition is

filed with the city clerk.

(c) Public hearings on 2 or more petitions filed under this section may be held at the same time,

date and place.

(d) The city clerk shall by electronic or l't-class mail provide to the person whose name is listed

l.t on the petition notice of the time, date and place of the public hearing,

(e) Notice of the public hearing generally shall be provided by posting on the official city website

no later thanT days prior thereto the time, date and place of the public hearing and the full
text of the proposed measure and at the discretion of the city clerk or city council, posted or
published by any other means appropriate to inform the general public.

SECTION 8-2: CITIZEN INITIATIVE MEASURES

(a) Commencement

(1) Initiative procedures shall be started by the filing of a proposed initiative petition

("originating petition") with the city clerk.

(2) The petition shall be addressed to the city council or to the school committee, shall

contain a request for the passage of a particular measure which shall be set forth in full
in the petition, and shall be signed by at least 250 voters. At least 25 signatures must

be certified from each ward.

(3) The originating petition shall be accompanied by an affidavit signed by 10 voters and

containing their residential address identifying the lead petitioner and stating that they

will constitute the petitioners committee and be responsible for circulating the petition

and filing it in proper form.

(b) Referral to Citv Solicitor

(1) The city clerk shall, immediately following receipt of the originating petition, deliver a

copy of the petition to the city solicitor'

(2) The city solicitor shall, within I 5 days following receipt of a copy of the originating
petition, in writing, advise the city council or the school committee whether the

measure as proposed may lawfully be proposed by the initiative process and whether,

in its present form it may be lawfully adopted by the city council or the school

committee.
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(3) If the opinion of the city solicitor is that the measure is not in proper form, the reply
shall state the reasons for this opinion, in full.

(4) A copy of the opinion of the city solicitor shall also be provided to the person
designated as clerk of the petitioners committee.

(c) Submission to City Clerk

(1) If the opinion of the city solicitor is that the originating petition is in a proper form, the
city clerk shall provide blank forms for the use of subsequent signers, and shall print at
the top of each blank petition form a fair, concise summary of the proposed measure,
as determined by the city solicitor, together with the names and addresses of the 1't l0
voters who signed the originating petition.

(2) Within 30 days following the date the blank forms are issued by the city clerk, the
petitions shall be retumed and filed with the city clerk signed by at least l0% of the
total number of registered voters as of the date of the last biennial city election.

(3) Signatures to an initiative petition need not all be on 1 paper, but all papers pertaining
to any I measure shall be fastened together and shall be filed as a single instrument,
with the endorsement on it of the name and residence address of the person designated
as filing the same. With each signature on the petition there shall also appear the street
and number of the residence of each signer.

(4) Within l0 days following the filing of the pctition, the board of election
commissioners shall ascertain by what number of voters the petition has been signed,
and what percentage that number is of the total number of registered voters as of the
date of the last biennial city election.
(C01 l4-1 8/Acts of 2018, Chapter 3 16)

(5) The board of election commissioners shall attach to the petition a certificate showing
the results of its examination and shall return the petition to the city clerk, or the
secretary of the school committee, depending on how the petition is addressed.
(C0 I l4- I 8/Acts of 201 8, Chapter 3 1 6)

(6) A copy of the board of election commissioners' certificate shall also be mailed to the
person designated as clerk of the petitioners committee.
(c01 14-l 8/Acts of 2018, Chapter 3 16)

(d) Action on Petitions

(1) Within 30 days following the date a petition has been retumed to the city clerk or the
secretary of the school committee, and after publication under subsection (f), the city
council or the school committee shall act with respect to each initiative petition by
passing it without change, by passing a measure which is stated to be in lieu of the
initiative measure, or by rejecting it. The passage of a measure which is in lieu of an
initiative measure shall be deemed to be a rejection of the initiative measure.

(2) If the city council or the school committee fails to act with respect to any initiative
measure which is presented to it within 30 days following the date the measure is
returned to it, the measure shall be deemed to have been rejected on the 30th day.

(3) If an initiative measure is rejected, the city clerk or the secretary of the school
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committee shall promptly give notice of that fact to the person designated as the clerk

of the petitioners committee, by certified mail.

(e) Supplementary Petitions

(1) Within 60 days following the date an initiative petition has been rejected, a

supplemental initiative petition may be filed with the city clerk, but only by persons

constituting the original petitioners committee.

(2) The supplemental initiative petition shall be signed by a number of additional voters

which is equal to at least 5%o of thetotal number of registered voters as of the date of
the last biennial city election, and the signatures on the initial petition filed under

subsection (c), and the signatures on the supplemental petition filed under this

subsection, taken together, shall contain the signatures ofat leastl5Yo ofthe total

number of registered voters as of the date of the last biennial city election.

(3) If the number of signatures to this supplemental petition is found to be sufficient by

the board of election commissioners, the city council, in consultation with the board of
election commissioners, shall call a special election to be held on a date fixed by it not

less than 35 nor more than 90 days following the date of the certificate of the board of
election commissioners that a sufficient number of voters have signed the

supplemental initiative petition and shall submit the proposed measure, without

alteration, to the voters for determination, but if any other city election is to be held

within 120 days following the date of the certificate, the city council may omit the

calling ofsuch special election and cause the question to appear on the election ballot

at the approaching election for determination by the voters.

(0 Publication

The ful1 text of any initiative measure submitted to the voters shall be posted in full on the

official city website not less thanT days preceding the date of the election at which the

question is to be voted upon, copies of which shall be available in the office of the city clerk,

and further, notice of the availability and locations at which copies of the full text may be

accessed shall be printed in at least 1 newspaper of local circulation.

(g) Form of Ouestion

The ballots used when voting on a measure proposed by the voters under this section shall

contain a question in substantially the following form:

Shall the following measure which was proposed by an initiative petition take effect?

(Here insert a fair, concise summary prepared by the petitioners, and approved by the city

solicitor.)

o YES
oNO

(h) Time of Taking Effect

If a majority of the votes cast on the question is in the affirmative, the measure shall be

deemed to be effective immediately, unless alater date is specified in the measure.

Page 501294

36



I
_l

= Item Number 1

City of Everett Home Rule Charter

SECTION 8-3: CITIZEN REFERENDUM PROCEDURES

(a) Petition. Effect on Final Vote

(l) If, within 2l days following the date on which the city council or the school
committee has voted finally to approve of any measure, a petition signed by a number
of voters equal to at least lTYo of the total number of registered voters as of the date of
the last biennial city election and addressed to the city council or to the school
committee as the case may be, protesting against the measure or any part of it is filed
with the city clerk, the effective date of such measure shall be temporarily suspended.

(2) The school committee or the city council shall immediately reconsider its vote on the
measure or part of it, and, if the measure is not rescinded, the city council, in
consultation with the board of election commissioners, shall provide for the
submission of the question for a determination by the voters either at a special
election which it may call at its convenience, or within such time as may be requested
by the school committee, or at the next biennial city election, but pending this
submission and determination, the effect of the measure shall continue to be
suspended.

(b) Certain Initiative Provisions to Apply

(1) The petition described in this section shall be termed a referendum petition and the
applicable provisions of section 8-2 as they relate to the filing and certification of
signatures shall apply to such referendum petitions, except that the words "measure or
part thereof protested against" shall be deemed to replace the word "measure" and the
word "referendum" shall be deemed to replace the word "initiative".

(2) The measure or part protested against shall be null and void if a majority of those
voting on the question shall vote against the measure or part protested against at the
election.

SECTION 8-4: INELIGIBLE MEASURES

None of the following shall be subject to the initiative or the referendum procedures:

(a) Proceedings relating to the intemal organization or operation of the city council or of the
school committee;

(b) An emergency measure adopted under the charter;
(c) The city budget or the school department portion of the budget as a whole;
(d) Any appropriation for the payment of the city's debt or debt service;
(e) An appropriation of funds to implement a collective bargaining agreement;
(f) Proceedings relating to the appointment, removal, discharge, employment, promotion,

transfer, demotion, or other personnel action;
(g) Any proceedings repealing or rescinding a measure or part of it which is protested by

referendum procedures;

(h) Any proceedings providing for the submission or referral to the voters at an election; and
(D Resolutions and other votes constituting ordinary, routine matters not suitable as the subject

of a referendum petition.
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SECTION 8-5: RECALL

(a) Application

(1) Any holder of an elected office in the city, with more than 6 months remaining in the

term of offrce for which the officer was elected, may be recalled therefrom by the

voters of the city in the manner provided in this section.

(2) No recall petition shall be filed against an officer within 6 months after taking office.

(b) Recall Petition

(C0005-1-20/Acts of 2021, Chapter 14)

(1) A recall petition may be initiated by the filing of an affidavit containing the name of
the officer sought to be recalled and a statement of the grounds for recall; provided,

however, that the affidavit is signed by no fewer than 500 voters for any officer

elected city-wide and no fewer than 300 voters for any officer elected by ward, which

affidavit shall identiff a lead petitioner for purposes of the recall.

(2) The city clerk shall thereupon make available to said voters making the affidavit,

copies of petition blanks demanding such recall, copies of which printed forms the city

clerk shall keep available.

a. Such blanks shall be issued by the city clerk, with signature and official seal

attached thereto.

b. Such blanks shall be dated, addressed to the city council and contain the names

of the l.t 10 signatories to the petition, the number of blanks so issued, the

name of the person whose recall is sought, the office from which removal is

sought and the grounds ofrecall as stated in the affidavit.

(3) A copy of the petition shall be entered in a record book to be kept in the office of the

city clerk.

(4) The recall petition shall be returned and filed with the city clerk within 30 days after

the filing of the affidavit, and shall have been signed for offices elected city-wide by

no fewer than I5Yo of the total number of registered voters of the city as of the last

biennial city election and for offices elected by ward, no fewer than l5o/o of the total

number of registered voters of the ward as of the last biennial city election. The city

clerk shall immediately submit the petition to the board of election commissioners,

and the commission shall, within 5 working days, certiff thereon the number of
signatures that are names of voters.

(C01 l4-l 8/Acts of 2018, Chapter 3 16)

(c) Recall Election

(1) If the petition shall be found and certified by the board of election commissioners to

be sufficient, the board of election commissioners shall submit the same with such

certificate to the city clerk within 5 working days and provide written or actual notice

of the certified petition to the officer sought to be recalled; if the officer does not
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resign within 5 days thereafter, the city council, following consultation with the board
of election commissioners, shall order a special recall election to be held on a date
fixed by it no more than 90 days after the date of the board of election commissioner's
certificate that a sufficient petition has been filed; provided, however, that if any other
city election is to occur within 150 days after the date of the certificate, the city
council shall postpone the holding of the recall election to the date of such other
election.

(2) Ifa vacancy ocours in said office after a recall election has been ordered, the election
shall not proceed as provided in this section.

(d) Office Holder

(1) The incumbent shall continue to perform the duties of the office until the recall
election.

(2) If said incumbent is not recalled, the incumbent shall continue in office for the
remainder of the unexpired term subject to recall as before.

(3) If recalled, the officer shall be deemed removed and the office vacant.

a. The vacancy created thereby shall be filled in accordance with the provisions
of Articles 2,3 and 4 of this charter for filling vacancies in such office.

b. A person chosen to fill the vacancy caused by such recall shall hold office until
the next biennial city election.

c, Should the person be a candidate in the subsequent election, they will not be
allowed to have nocandidate for re-election" appear on the ballot at such
election.

(e) Ballot Proposition

The form of the question to be voted upon shall be substantially as follows:

"Shall [here insert the name and title of the elective officer whose recall is sought] be
recalled?"

o YES
oNO

If a majority of the votes cast upon the question of recall is in the affirmative, such elected
officer shall be recalled.

(f) Repeat of Recall

In the case ofan officer subjected to a recall election and not recalled thereby, no recall
petition shall be filed against such officer until at least270 days after the election at which the
officer's recall was submitted to the voters of the city.

(e) Office Holder Recalled

No person who has been recalled from an office or who has resigned from office while recall
proceedings were pending against such person, shall be appointed to any city office or
position of employment within 2 years after such recall or such resignation.

Page 531294

39



Item Number 1

City of Everett Home Rule Charter

SECTION 8-6: REQUIRED VOTER PARTICPATION

(C0005-1-20/Acts of 2021, Chapter l4)

(a) For any measure to be effective under any initiative procedure and for any measure to be

declared null and void under any referendum procedure, no fewer than l5o/o ofthe total

number of registered voters as of the last biennial city election shall vote at an election that

includes on the ballot submission of at least I initiative or referendum questions to the voters.

(b) For any recall election to be effective, for those offices elected city-wide, no fewer than l5Yo

of the total number of registered voters in the city as of the last biennial city election, and for

those offices elected by ward, no fewer than l5%o of the total number of registered voters in

the ward as of the last biennial city election shall vote in such recall election.

SECTION 8-7: SUBMISSION OF OTHER MEASURES TO VOTERS

The city council may of its own motion, and shall, at the request of the school committee if a measure

originates with that body and pertains to affairs under its jurisdiction, submit to the voters at any

biennial city election for adoption or rejection any measure in the same manner and with the same

force and effect as are hereby provided for submission by petitions of voters.

SECTION 8-8: CONFLICTING PROVISIONS

lf 2 or more measures passed at the same election contain conflicting provisions, only the 1 receiving

the greatest number of affirmative votes shall take effect.
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ARTICLE 9

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 9-1: CHARTER CHANGES

This charter may be replaced, revised or amended in accordance with any procedure made available
under the state constitution, or by statutes enacted in accordance with the state constitution.

SECTION 9-2: SEVERABILITY

(a) The provisions ofthis charter are severable.

(b) If any provision of this charter is held invalid the other provisions shall not be affected by this
holding.

(c) If the application of this charter, or any of its provisions, to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, the application of the charter and its provisions to other persons and circumstances
shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION 9-3: SPECIFIC PROVISION TO PREVATL

To the extent that any specific provision of this charter shall conflict with any provision expressed in
general terms, the specific provision shall prevail.

SECTION 9-4: RULES Al[D REGULATIONS

(a) A copy of all rules and regulations adopted by any city agency shall be placed on file in the
office of the city clerk and shall be available for review by any person who requests such
information at any reasonable time.

(b) Unless an emergency exists as determined by the mayor, no rule or regulation adopted by any
city agency shall become effective until 5 days following the date it is so filed.
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SECTION 9-5: PERIODIC REVIEW OF ORDINANCES

(a) Not later than the l*t day of July, at lO-year intervals, in each year ending in a 5, the mayor
and city council shall provide for a review to be made of the ordinances of the city for the

purpose of preparing a proposed revision or recodification of them, without substantive

change.

(b) This review shall be made by a special committee to consist of 9 members, 6 of whom shall

be appointed by the city council president and 3 of whom shall be appointed by the mayor.

(1) At least 2 of thepersons appointed by the city council president shall be members of
the city council and all of the remaining members shall be voters of the city.

(c) The special committee shall file its report with the city clerk not later than the 1't day of May
in the year following the year in which the committee is appointed.

(d) The recommendations of the special committee shall appear on the city council agenda for
action before the l5th day of June in that year and if not so scheduled by the city clerk the

matter shall come before the city council for action at its next meeting held following the 15th

day ofJune, and no other business shall be in order until the report has been acted upon, by
roll call vote.

(e) The city solicitor shall serve as an advisor to the special committee.

(0 A revision, recodification or republication of the ordinances shall be made at l0 year

intervals.

(g) Copies of the revision, recodification or republication shall be made available to the public at

a cost not to exceed the actual cost ofthe reproduction.

(h) In each year between these reenactments, an annual supplement shall be printed which shall

contain all ordinances and amendments to ordinances adopted in the preceding year.

SECTION 9-6: PERIODIC REVIEW OF CHARTER

(a) Not later than the l't day of July, at l}-year intervals, in each year ending in a 0, the mayor
and city council shall provide for a review to be made of the city charter.

(b) This review shall be made by a special committee to consist of 9 members.

(1) 4 members shall be appointed by the city council president, 2 of whom shall be

members of the city council and 2 of whom shall be voters of the city but shall not be

elected or appointed officers or employees of the city.

(2) 5 members shall be appointed by the mayor, all of whom shall be voters of the city but
shall not be elected or appointed officers or employees of the city.

(c) The special committee shall file its report with the city clerk, not later than the l't day of May
in the year following the year in which the committee is appointed.

(d) The recommendations of the special committee shall appear on the city council's agenda for
action before the 15th day of June in that year and if not so scheduled by the city clerk the

matter shall come before the city council for action at its next meeting held following the l5th
day ofJune, and no other business shall be in order until such report has been acted upon, by
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roll call vote

SECTION9-7: UNIFORMPROCEDURESGOVERNINGMULTIPLE-MEMBER
BODIES

(a) Meetinss

(1) A1l appointed multiple member bodies of the city shall meet regularly at the times and
places that they by their own rules prescribe.

(2) Special meetings of any multiple member body shall be held on the call of the
chairman or by l/3'd of the members of the body by written notice delivered in hand or
to the place of residence of each member at least 48 weekday hours in advance of the
time set, which shall contain notice of the subjects to be acted upon. A copy of the
notice shall also be posted in accordance with law.

(3) Except as may otherwise be authorized by law, all meetings of all multiple member
bodies shall at all times be open to the public.

(b) Rules and Journals

(1) Each appointed multiple member body shall determine its own rules and order of
business and shall provide for keeping ajournal ofits proceedings.

(2) These rules and journals shall be a public record, and certified copies shall be placed
on file in the office of the city clerk and in the Everett Public Library,

(c) Voting

If requested by any member, any vote of any appointed multiple member body shall be taken
by a call of the roll and the vote of each member shall be recorded in the joumal, but if the
vote is unanimous, only that fact need be recorded.

(d) Quorum

(l) A majority of the full membership of an appointed multiple member body shall
constitute a quorum.

(2) Unless some other provision is made by law or the multiple member body's own rules
while a quorum is present, a majority of those members present and voting shall be
required to vote on any matter representing an exercise of the powers of the multiple
memberbody.

SECTION 9-8: NUMBER AND GENDER

Words importing the singular number may extend and be applied to several persons or things; words
importing the plural number may include the singular; and words importing a particular gender shall
be interpreted to include any.

SECTION 9-9: REFERENCES TO GENERAL LAWS

All references to General Laws contained in the charter refer to the General Laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and are intended to refer to and to include any amendments or
revisions to such chapters or sections or to the corresponding chapters and sections ofany
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rearrangement, revision or recodification of such statutes enacted or adopted subsequent to the
adoption of this charter.

SECTION 9-10: COMPUTATION OF TIME
(a) In computing time under this charter, the day of the act or event after which the designated

period of time begins to run shall not be included.

(b) The last day of the period shall be included, unless it is a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, in
which event the period shall be extended to the next day which is not a Salurday; Sunday or
legal holiday unless otherwise provided by law.

(c) When the period of time designated is less thanT days, intermediate Saturdays, Sundays and
legal holidays shall not be included, when the period is 7 days or more, every day shali be
counted.

SECTION 9-11: OATH oF oFFIcE oF MAyoR, cITy couNcIL, AND scHool,
COMMITTEE

(a) The oath of office for the mayor, the city council and school committee may be administered
by the city clerk, the assistant city clerk, or by any person qualified to take oaths or
affirmations.

(b) A certificate that the oath or oaths have been taken shall be entered in thejournal ofthe city
council.

(c) In case of the absence of the mayor-elect or any members-elect of the city council or school
committee on the day the oath of office is administered, the oath may at any time thereafter be
administered to those persons by the city clerk, the assistant city clerk or by any person
qualified to take oaths or affirmations. A certificate of each oath subsequently ialen shall be
entered in the journal of the city council.

SECTIoN 9-12: CERTIFICATE oF ELECTION oR APPOTNTMENT

(a) Every person who is elected, including those elected by the city council, or appointed to an
office of the city, shall receive a certificate of such election or appoinhnent from the city
clerk.

(b) Except as otherwise provided by law, every person who is elected, including those elected by
the city council, or appointed to an office of the city before performing anyictunder this
appointment or election, shall take and subscribe to an oath to qualifyio enter upon the duties.

(c) A record of this oath shall be kept by the city clerk.

SECTION 9-13: LIMITATION ON OFFICE HOLDING
(r) Unless otherwise allowed by law or this charter, no percon shall simultaneously hold more

than I full-time city office orposition of employment.

(b) Any hours worked in any part-time position shall not be the same or otherwise conflict with
the hours worked in a full-time position.
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SECTION 9-14: ENFORCEMENT OF CHARTER PROVISIONS

(a) It shall be the duty of the mayor to see that the charter is faithfully followed and complied

with by all city agencies and city employees.

(b) Whenever it appears to the mayor that any city agency or city employee is failing to follow

any provision of this charter, the mayor shall, in writing, cause notice to be given to that

agency or employee directing compliance with the charter.

(c) If it shall appear to the city council that the mayor personally is not following the provisions

of the chartei, the city council shall, by resolution, direct the attention of the mayor to those

areas in which the city council believes there is a failure to comply with charter provisions.

(d) The procedures made available in chapter 231A of the General Laws may be used to

determine the rights, duties, status or other legal relations arising under this charter, including

any question of construction or validity which may be involved in such determination.

SECTION 9-15: FELONY CONVICTION

(a) Any person who has been finally convicted of a state or federal felony shall not be eligible to

petition for, or serve in, any elective or appointive office or position under the city.

(b) Any elected official who has been finally convicted of a state or federal felony shall be

deemed to have vacated their office and shall be disqualified from serving in any other

elective or appointive office or position under the city.
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ARTICLE 10

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 10-1: CONTINUATION OF EXISTING LAWS

(a) All general laws, special laws, city ordinances, and rules and regulations of or pertaining to

Everett, including special acts creating regional entities and arrangements of which the city is

a member, that are in force when this charter or any amendments thereto takes effect, and not

specifically or by implication repealed by this charter or any amendments thereto, shall

continue in fuIl force and effect until amended or repealed, or rescinded by law, or until they

expire by their own limitation.

(b) In any case in which the provisions of this charter are found to be inconsistent with the

provisions of any general or special law that would otherwise be applicable, the provisions of
this charter shall be deemed to prevail.

(c) Every inconsistency between the prior law and this charter shall be decided in favor of this

charter.

SECTION 10-2: EFFECT ON OBLIGATIONS, TAXES' ETC.

All official bonds, recognizances, obligations, contracts, and other instruments entered into or

executed by or to the city before the adoption of this charter or amendments thereto, and all taxes,

assessments, fines, penalties, forfeihrres, incurred or imposed, due or owing to the city, shall be

enforced and collected, and all writs, prosecutions, actions and causes of action, except as otherwise

provided in this charter, shall continue without abatement and remain unaffected by the charter; and

no legal act done by or in favor of the city shall be rendered invalid by reason of the adoption of this

charter.
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SECTION 10-3: DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN SPECIAL LAWS
(a) Certain Special Laws Recognized and Retained

The following special acts are hereby retained:

(1) Chapter 417 of the Acts of 1991 relative to the police chief;
(2) Chapter 86 of the Acts of 1933 relative to the fire chief;
(3) Chapter 33 of the Acts of 1989 relative to the auditor;
(4) Chapter 73 of the Acts of 1982 relative to the development and financial corporation;
(5) Chapter 133 of the Acts of 1990 relative to the economic development and industrial

corporation,

(6) Chapter 308 of the Acts of 1988 relative to licensing of establishments with pool
tables;

(7) Chapter 318 of the Acts of 1988 relative to a general liability insurance fund;
(8) Chapter 423 of theActs of 2002relative to retiree health insurance;
(9) Chapter 60 of the Acts of 1939 relative to the laying out of public ways; and
(10) chapter 24 of the Acts of 2008 relative to special police officers.

o) Certain Laws Recocnized and in part

(c)

The following special acts relating to the organization of the city's government are recognized
and retained in part as follows:

(1) So much of Chapter 432 of the Acts of 1962 crealing a purchasing clepartment;
(2) Chapter 453 of the Acts of 1990 relative to the board of park commissioners;
(3) Chapter I l5 of the Acts of 2001 providing for an Executive Director of City Services;

and

(4) Chapter 332 of the Acts of 2010 creating an inspectional services department.

These acts shall remain in effect only until such time as the mayor may act to modifu
provisions contained in these acts pursuant to Article 5 of this charter.

Certain Borrowing Authorizations. Retained

The following special acts which authorized the city to borrow certain sums of money, for
certain purposes, are hereby recognized and retained:

(1) Chapter 455 of the Acts of 1998; and

(2) Chapter 309 of the Acts of 2002.
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Section 2-2(a)(l) is hereby amended by the replacing the phrase "As soon as practicable after the

councilors-elect have been qualified following each biennial election, as provided in section 9-

1l)" with the phrase "At the I't meeting of the city council held in January of every year,";

Section 2-2(a)(l) is hereby fuither amended by inserting the phrase " begin the process to"

between the words "shall" and "elect";

Section 2-3(c) is hereby amended by deleting the current version of the subsection in its entirety

and replacing it with the following new version:

(l) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on the convicted person's

eligibility to petition for or serve in the office of city councilor shall be in

accordance with Section 9-15 (a) of this charter'

(2) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on a person serving in the

office of city councilor shall be in accordance with Section 9- 1 5 (b) of this

charter.;

Section 2-6(c)(2)b. is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "this notice" with the phrase "the

notice required by subsection a";

Section 2-7(b) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase ", to the extent not inconsistent with

any applicable collective bargaining agreement," between the words "oro'and o'city";

Section 2-7(c) is hereby amended by adding a new subsection (3) as follows:

(3) City officers, employees and departments shall respond to any formal requests for
information issued by the city council within 10 business days of receipt, unless a

wriffen extension is granted by a majority vote of the entire city council.

Section 2-7(d) is hereby amended by adding a new subsection (3) as follows:

(3) The city council shall postpone consideration of any agenda item for which the

requested supporting documentation has not been received by the time the agenda

is finalized and publicly posted.

Section 2-S(bX1) is hereby amended by replacing the word "his" with the word "their";

Section 2-g(b)(2) is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "full city counciln'with the phrase

"members of the city council present and voting";

Section 2-9(c)(3) is hereby amended by replacing both occtrrences of the word o'matter" with the

word o'measure";

Section 2-10(c) is hereby amended by replacing the word o'require" with the phrase ", through

the mayor, requesf';

Section 2-10(c) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "to give any" with the phrase

'oor to provide to the committee, or the city council";

Section 2-10(c) is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase "that the committee, or the city

council, may require.";
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Section 2-11(a) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase "city clerk shall declare the same. If
no defeated candidate is eligible or willing to serve under subsection (b) of this section, the"
between the words "the" and o'remaining";

Section 2-l l(b) is hereby amended by deleting the phrase "city council shall fill the vacancy for
the remainder of the unexpired term by choosing the";

Section 2-11(b) is hereby further amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word
"biennial";

Section 2-11(b) is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase ' shall, following receipt of
notice from the city clerk and acceptance of the position, and after taking the oath of office, serve
for the remainder of the unexpired term;' between the words "election" and the word "provided";

Section 2-11(c) is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "or said defeated candidate shall not
have received at least twenty percent (20%) of the total ballots cast" with the phrase "the
defeated candidate is not eligible for appointment under sub-section (b) or the eligible candidate
under subsection (b) declines to serve,";

Section 2-11(c) is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase ", following acceptance and
taking the oath of office," between the words 'oserve" and,,for',;

Section 2- 1 I (d) is hereby deleted in its entirety and all subsequent subsections shall be
renumbered accordingly;

The newly renumbered Section 2-11(e is hereby amended by changing the word o'regular" to
"biennial";

Section 3-l(b) is hereby amended by deleting the current version of the subsection in its entirety
and replacing it with the following new version:

(1) The term of office of the mayor shall be 4years.

(2) The term shall run from the I't business day of January succeeding their election,
and until their successor has been qualified.

(3) The mayor shall be sworn into office no later than January 7 at 8:00 p.m., at a
time and place as shall be designated by the city clerk.

Section 3-l(e) is hereby amended by deleting the cunent version of the subsection in its entirety
and replacing it with the following new version:

(1) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on the convicted person's
eligibility to petition for or serve in the office of mayor shall be in accordance
with Section 9-15 (a) of this charter.

(2) The impact of a final state or federal fetony conviction on a person serving in the
office of mayor shall be in accordance with Section 9-15 (b) of this charter.

Section 3-6(a) is hereby amended by deleting the following phrase "the selection of city officers
or employees by the city council" and inserting the following phrase in its place "appointments
by the city council of legislative branch officers or employees, confirmation of mayoral
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appointments, election warrants, designation of polling places, opting in or out for local elections

of early voting by mail and early voting in person";

Section 3-9(a)(2) is hereby amended by changing the first occurrence of the word "regulat" to

the word "biennial";

Section 3-9(a)(2) is hereby further amended by changing the second occurrence of the word

"regular" to the phrase "biennial city";

Section 3-9(bX3) is hereby amended by inserting the following phrase at the end of the

subsection "; provided, however, that should such person subsequently stand for election as a

city councilor, they shall be entitled to have the words "candidate for re-election" printed against

their name on the election ballot.";

Section 3-9(c)(3) is hereby amended by replacing the word "regu,lar" with the phrase "biennial

city";

Section a-3(c) is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "city appointed by the mayor, either

publicly or privately" with the phrase "school department either publicly or privately;

notwithstanding the previous clause, however, nothing herein shall be a limitation on the

authority of the school committee to exercise its authority as a committee to adopt broad policy

guidelines, supervise the superintendent, and take such other action authorized by state law

consistent with the provisions of section 4-5(a)";

Section 4-3(d) is hereby amended by deleting the current version of the subsection in its entirety

and replacing it with the following new version:

(1) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on the convicted person's

eligibility to petition for or serve in the office of school committee member shall

be in accordance with Section 9-15 (a) of this charter.

(2) The impact of a final state or federal felony conviction on a person serving in the

office of school committee member shall be in accordance with Section 9-15 (b)

of this charter.

Section a-5(a)(l) is hereby amended by replacing the word "elect" to the word "appoint";

Section 4-5(bX5) is hereby amended by inserting the following phrase at the end of the

subsection; " or by written agreement between the mayor and the school committee"

Section a-6@)(2) is hereby amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word "biennial";

Section a-6(a)(5) is hereby amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word "biennial'o;

Section 4-6(b)(2) is hereby amended by replacing the word "regular" with the phrase "biennial

city";

Section 5-1(a) is hereby amended by replacing the phrase" to the city council by the mayor" with

the phrase "by the mayor to the city council";

Section 5-1(c) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase ", though its clerk," between the words
o'council" and "administrative" ;
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Section 5-1 (e) is hereby amended by deleting the existing subsection in its entirety and replacing
it with the following new version of the subsection:

(e) Whenever the mayor proposes an administrative order, the city council shalt hold I or
more public hearings on the proposal for which notice shall be provided no less l0 days
prior thereto by posting the full text of the proposal and a summary thereof on the official
city website, and publishing notice in at least 1 local newspaper of the time, date and
place of the public hearing with information about how to receive a copy of the full
proposal.

Section 6-a @) is hereby amended by deleting the existing subsection in its entirety and replacing
it with the following new version of the subsection:

(a) Public Hearing

The city council shall provide notice of the availability of the entire proposed operating
budget no less than 14 days prior to the public hearing thereon, by posting on the official
city website the time, date and place of the public hearing and the full text of the
proposed operating budget and a summary thereof and publishing notice in I or more
local newspapers of the time, date and place of the public hearing with information about
how to receive a copy of the full proposed operating budget.

Section 6-5 is hereby amended by replacing all occurrences of the phrase "capitalimprovement
program" to the phrase "capital improvement plan"

Section 6-5 (b) is hereby amended by deleting the existing subsection in its entirety and
replacing it with the following new version of the subsection:

(b) Public hearing

The city council shall provide notice of the availability of the capital improvement plan
no less than 14 days prior to the public hearing thereon by posting on the official city web
site the time, date and place of the public hearing and the full text of the proposed capital
improvement plan and a summary thereof; and publishing notice in at least i local
newspaper of the time, date and place of the public hearing with information about how
to receive a copy of the full proposed capital improvement plan. Such public hearing
may, but need not, be scheduled simultaneously with the public hearing on the proposed
operating budget.

Section 6-6(d) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase ", with the assistance of the city's chief
financial officer," between the words "committees" and,,shall,';

Section 7-l is hereby amended by deleting the existing section in its entirety and replacing it
with the following new version of the section:

SECTION 7-1: CITY ELECTIONS

(a) Biennial city elections shall be held in odd-numbered years.

(b) Such elections for city council and school committee members shall be held every 2
years.

(c) Such elections for the office of mayor shall be held every 4 yearc, starting in2013.
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(d) An individual shall only appear on the ballot for 1 office at any preliminary, regular or

special election.

Section 7-2 is hereby amended by deleting the existing section in its entirety and replacing it

with the following new version of the section which merges the functions of the prior Sections 7

- | andT -2:

SECTION 7-2: PRELIMINARY ELECTIONS FOR CITY OFFICES

(a) If necessary, a preliminary election for the purpose of nominating candidates for any city

office shall be conducted on a Tuesday in September, but no later than September 2l't'

(b) The board of election commissioners shall determine the date of said preliminary

election, with the approval of the city council.

(c) Whenever a special election to fill a vacancy in the office of mayor is to be held, a

preliminary election shall be conducted, if necessary, 35 days before the date established

for the special election.

Section 7-3(a) is hereby amended by deleting the existing subsection in its entirety and replacing

it with the following new version of the subsection:

(a) Ballot Preparation and Signature Requirements

(C0005-1 -2olActs of 2021, Chapter 14)

(l) In biennial city election years, the board of election commissioners shall:

a. Prepare separate nomination papers for the offices of at-large and ward

city council and school commiffee;

b. In biennial city election years in which a mayor is to be elected, prepare

nomination papers for the office of mayor;

c. Determine the date on which such nomination papers shall be made

available, but no earlier than April 2"d'and

d. Make such nomination papers available on the specified date.

(C0l 14- I 8/Acts of 201 8, Chapter 3 16)

(2) Nomination papers shall be submitted to the elections department on or before 4

p.m. on the 14th day prior to the date that nomination papers are required to be

filed with the city clerk prior to a preliminary election.

(3) Nomination papers for each of the following offices shall require the specified

number of certified signatures of registered voters listed below in order for a

candidate for such office to appear on the election ballot.

a. Mayor, no fewer than 500 signafures, with no fewer than25 signatures

certified from each ward;

b. Councilor atlarge or school committee member atlarge, no fewer than

250 signatures;and
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c' Ward councilor or ward school committee member, no fewer than 100
signatures from the ward in which election is sought.

(4) The minimum number of certified registered voter signatures required to be
eligible for nomination may be changed from time to time by an affrrmative vote
of no fewer than 8 councilors; provided however, that such vote shall take place
no later than March 15th in any biennial city election year and, further that a
certified copy of such vote shall be posted in the city clerk's office and on the
official city website.

(5) Any candidate taking out nomination papers shall be advised of the minimum
number of certified signatures of registered voters required to be eligible for
nomination to the office sought.

(6) The elections department shall complete their certification of alt nomination paper
signatures no later than 47 days prior to the scheduled date of the preliminary
election so that the certified nomination papers can be filed with the city clerk as
required by the General Laws.

Section 7-3(bxl) is hereby amended to change the phrase "city clerk' to board of election
commissioners";

Section 7-3(bxl) is hereby further amended to insert the phrase "scheduled date of the " between
the words "the" and "preliminary";

Section 7-3(bxl) is hereby further amended to delete the sentence "such drawing shall be open
to the public."

Section 7-3(b) is further amended to add two new subsections (2) and(3) as follows

(2) Notice of the date, time and location of the drawing shall be posted in the office
of the city clerk and on the official city website.

(3) Such drawing shall be open to the public.

Section 7-3(c)(l) is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "regular or special" with the phrase
"biennial or special city";

Section 7-3(c)(2) is hereby amended by replacing the wordooregular" with the word "biennial";

Section 7-3(d)(1) is hereby amended by replacing the first occurrence of the word "statements"
with the phrase "nomination papers";

Section 7-2(d)(l) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase'osuch statements have been
filed with the city clerk" with the phrase "candidates have filed nomination papers with the
elections department";

Section 7-3(d)(1)a. is hereby amended by replacing the word "statements" with the phrase
"nomination papers";

Section 7-3(dxl)b. is hereby amended by replacing the phrase ooregular or special" with the
phrase "biennial or special city";
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Section 7-3(dXl)c. is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "city clerk" with the phrase

"board of election commissioners";

Section 7-4 is hereby amended by replacing the word "REGULAR" with the phrase "BIENNIAL

CITY" in the section's title.

Section 7-4 is hereby amended by replacing the wordooregular" with the word'obiennial";

Section 7-5 is hereby amended by replacing the word "REGULAR" with the phrase "BIENNIAL

CITY" in the section's title.

Section 7-5(a) is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "city clerk" with the phrase 'board of
election commissioners";

Section 7-5(a) is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase "or if no preliminary election is

held, no later than 34 days prior to the biennial city election" after the word 'results";

Section 7-5(a) is hereby further amended by deleting the sentence "Such drawing shall be open

to the public";

Section 7-5 is further amended to add two new subsections (b) and (c) as follows

(b) Notice of the date, time and location of the drawing shall be posted in the office of the

city clerk and on the official city website.

(c) Such drawing shall be open to the public.

Section 7-8 is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "regular and special" with the phrase

"biennial and special city";

Section 8-1(a) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase "filed with the city clerk and" between

the words "is" and "addressed'o;

Section S-1(a) is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase " which is";

Section S-1(b) is hereby amended by inserting the word " public" between the words "the" and"

hearing";

Section 8-1(b) is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase "or the secretary of the school

committee.";

Section 8-1(c) is hereby amended by inserting the word "Public " at the beginning of the subsec

tion:

Section S-1(c) is hereby further amended by inserting the word ", date" between the words

"time" artd"and"

Section 8-1(d) is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following new version of the

subsection"

(d) The city clerk shall by electronic or l'Lclass mail provide to the person whose name is

listed l't on the petition notice of the time, date and place of the public hearing,

Section 8-1(e) is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following new version of the

subsection"
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(e) Notice of the public hearing generally shall be provided by posting on the official city
website no later thanT days prior thereto the time, date and place of the public hearing
and the full text of the proposed measure and at the discretion of the city clerk or city
council, posted or published by any other means appropriate to inform the general public.

Section 8-2(a)(l) is hereby amended by insening the following phrase "("originating petition")"
between the words " petition and "with";

Section 8-2(a)(1) is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase " or the secretary of the
school commiffee";

Section 8-2(a)(3) is hereby amended by inserting the word " originating" between the first
occwrence of the words "The" and "petition";

Section 8-2(a)(3) is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase " identifliing the lead
petitioner ando'between the words 'oaddress" and "stating',;

Section 8-2(a)(3) is hereby further amended by inserting the word "that" between the words
"stating" and "they";

Section 8-2(bX1) is hereby amended by deleting the phrase "or the secretary of the school
committee";

Section 8-2(bxl) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "a proposed" with the
phrase "the originating";

Section 8-2(bX2) is hereby amended by inserting the word " originating" between the words
'othe" and "petition";

Section 8-2(bX4) is hereby amended by replacing the word "mailed" with the word "provided";

Section 8-2(c)(l) is hereby amended by inserting the word " originating" between the words
"the" and "petition";

Section 8-2(c)(l) is hereby amended by inserting the word " petition" between the words
"blanks" and "form";

Section 8-2(c)(2) is hereby amended by inserting the word " registered" between the words 'of'
and "voters";

Section 8-2(c)(2) is hereby fuither amended by replacing the phrase "most recent" with the
phrase "last biennial";

Section 8-2(c)(a) is hereby amended by inserting the word " registered" between the words 'of'
and'ovoters";

Section 8-2(c)(a) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "most recent regulat" with
the phrase "last biennial";

Section 8-2(e)(l) is hereby amended by deleting the phrase " or the secretary of the school
committee";

Section 8-2(e)(2) is hereby amended by inserting the word " registered" between the first
occurrence of the words "of' and "voters".
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Section 8-2(e)(2) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "most recent" with the

phrase "last biennial";

Section 8-2(e)(2) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "of the total number of

voters in the city" with the phrase "of the total number of registered voters as of the date of the

last biennial city election";

Section S-2(eX3) is hereby amended by replacing both occuffences of the phrase o'city clerk'

with the phrase "board of election commissioners",

Section S-2(e)(3) is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase o', in consultation with the

"board Of electiOn commissiOners," between the words 'ocoungiloo and "shall";

Section 8-2(f) is hereby hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following new

version of the subsection"l

The full text of any initiative measure which is submitted to the voters shall be posted in full on

the official city website not less thanT days preceding the date of the election at which the

question is to be voted upon, copies of which shall be available in the office of the city clerk, and

furth"r, notice of the availability and locations at which copies of the full text may be accessed

shall be printed in at least I newspaper of local circulation.

Section 8-3(a)(l) is hereby amended by inserting the word " registered" between the words "of'
and "voters";

Section 8-3(a)(l) is hereby fuither amended by replacing the phrase "most recent regular" with

the phrase "last biennial";

Section 8-3(a)(1) is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase " secretary of the school

committee or";

Section 8-3(a)(2) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase ", in consultation with the board of

election commissioners," between the words "council" and "shall";

Section 8-3(a)(2) is hereby amended by replacing the word o'regolaf'with the word "biennial";

Section 8-3(bX2) is hereby amended by replacing the word "unless" with the word "if';

Section 8-3(bX2) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "in favor of'with the word

"against;

Section 8-a(c) is hereby amended by replacing the word "committee" with the phrase
o'department portion of the";

Section 8-5(bX1) is hereby amended by inserting the following phrase at the end of the

subsection ", which affidavit shall identifu a lead petitioner for purposes of the recall";

Section 8-5(bX2) is hereby amended by replacing the word oodelivet" with the phrase "make

available";

Section S-5(bX2)b. is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "all the persons to whom they are

issued" with the phrase "the 1 't l0 signatories to the petition";
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Section 8-5(bX4) is hereby amended by deleting the current version of the subsection in its
entirety and replacing it with the following new version of the subsection as follows:

(4) The recall petition shall be returned and filed with the city clerk within 30 days
after the filing of the affidavit, and shall have been signed for offices elected city-
wide by no fewer than l5o/o of the total number of registered voters of the city as
of the last biennial city election and for offices elected by ward, no fewer than
l5% of the total number of registered voters of the ward as of the last biennial city
election. The city clerk shall immediately submit the petition to the board of
election commissioners, and the commission shall, within 5 working days, certify
thereon the number of signatures that are names of voters.

Section 8-5(c)(l) is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its entirery and replacing it
with the following new version of the subsection:

(l) If the petition shall be found and certified by the board of election commissioners
to be sufficient, the board of election commissioners shall submit the same with
such certificate to the city clerk within 5 working days and provide written or
actual notice of the certified petition to the officer sought to be recalled; if the
officer does not resign within 5 days thereafter, the city council, following
consultation with the board of election commissioners, shall order a special recall
election to be held on a date fixed by it no more than 90 days after the date of the
board of election commissioner's certific ate that a sufficient petition has been
filed; provided, however,thar if any other city election is to occur within 150 days
after the date of the certificate, the city council shall postpone the holding of the
recall election to the date of such other election.

Section 8-5(dx3)b. is hereby amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word "biennial,,;

Section 8-5(d)(3)c. is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "he or she" with the word ,,they,,;

Section 8-6(a) is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "twenqr per cent (20Yo)" with the
percentage o'7sYo"'

Section 8-6(a) is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase "total number of registered"
between the first occurrence of the words "the" and o.voters";

Section 8-6(a) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase o'most recent regular" with the
phrase "last biennial";

Section 8-6(b) is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its entirety and replacing it with
the following new version of the subsection:

(b) For any recall election to be effective, for those offices elected city-wide, no fewer than
15o/o of the total number of registered voters in the city as of the last biennial city
election, and for those offices elected by ward, no fewer than l5o/o of the total number of
registered voters in the ward as of the last biennial city election shall vote in such recall
election.

Section 8-7 is hereby amended by replacing the word "MATTERS" with the word
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"MEASURES" in the section's title.

Section 8-7 is hereby further amended by replacing the word "regular: with the word "biennial";

Section 9-6 is hereby amended by changing the number phrase "four (4)" to the number "0";

Section 9-7(a)(2) is hereby amended by inserting the word " weekday" between the number "48'

and the word "hours";

Section 9-7(dxl) is hereby amended by replacing the word "members" with the phrase "full

membership";

Section g-7(d)(2) is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its entirety and replacing it

with the following new version of the subsection:

(2) Unless some other provision is made by law or the multiple member body's own

rules while a quorum is present, a majority of those members present and voting

shall be required to vote on any matter representing an exercise of the powers of
the multiple member body.

Section 9-8 is hereby amended to replace the phrase "the masculine gender shall include the

feminine gendernn with the phrase "a particular gender shall be interpreted to include any";

Section 9-10(b) is hereby amended by adding the following phrase at the end of the subsection

'ounless otherwise provided by law";

Section 9-l l(a) is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its entirety and renumbering the

remaining subsequent subsections accordingly;

The newly renumbered Section 9-11(a) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase " of office for

the mayor, the city council and school committee" between the words o'oath" and o'may";

The originally numbered Section 9-11(e) is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its

entirety;

The originally numbered Section 9-11(0 is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its

entirety;

A new Section 9-15 is hereby added following Section 9-14. The details of the new section

follow:

SECTION 9-15: FELONY CONVICTION

(a) Any person who has been finally convicted of a state or federal felony shall not be

eligible to petition for, or serve in, any elective or appointive office or position under the

city.

(b) Any elected official who has been finally convicted of a state or federal felony shall be

deemed to have vacated their office and shall be disqualified from serving in any other

elective or appointive office or position under the city.

Section 10-1(a) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase 'oor any amendments thereto" between

the words "charter" and "takes';
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Section l0-l(a) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase "or any amendments thereto."
between the words "charter" and'oshall";

Section 10-2 is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its entirety and renumbering the
remaining subsequent subsections accordingly;

Section 10-3 is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its entirety and renumbering the
remaining subsequent subsections accordingly;

The newly resequenced Section l0-2 (Originally Section l0-4) is hereby amended by inserting
the phrase " or amendments thereto," after the first occurrence of the word o'charter";

The newly resequenced Section l0-3 (Originally Section l0-5) is hereby amended by deleting
subsections (c) and (e) and renumbering the remaining subsections accordingly;

The originally numbered Section 10-6 is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its
entirety;
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ARTICLE 1

INCORPORATION; SHORT TITLE; DEFINITIONS

SECTION 1-1: INCORPORATION

The inhabitants of the city of Everett, as such, shall have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, powers,
privileges and immunities, and shall be subject to all the duties and obligations pertaining to and
incumbent upon the said city as a municipal corporation and as a body corporate and politic.

SECTION 1-2: SHORT TITLE
This act shall be known and may be cited as the City of Everett Home Rule Charter.

SECTION 1-3: DIVISION OF POWERS

(a) The administration of the fiscal, prudential and municipal affairs of Everett, with the
government thereof, shall be vested in an executive branch headed by a mayor and a
legislative branch consisting of a city council.

(b) The legislative branch shall never exercise any executive power, and the executive branch
shall never exercise any legislative power.

SECTION 1-4: POWERS OF THE CITY

Subject only to express limitations on the exercise of any power or fi.rnction by a municipal
government in the constitution or General Laws of the commonwealth, it is the intention and the
purpose of the voters of Everett through the adoption of this charter to secure for themselves and their
government all of the powers it is possible to secure as fully and as completely as though each such
power were specifically and individually enumerated herein.

SECTION 1-5: CONSTRUCTION

The powers of the city of Everett under this charter are to be construed liberally in favor of the city,
and the specific mention of any particular power is not intended to limit the general powers of the
city as stated in section 1-4.

SECTION 1-6: INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

Subject only to express limitations in the constitution or general laws of the commonwealth, Everett
may exercise any of its powers or perform any of its functions, and may participate in the financing
thereof, jointly or in cooperation, by contract or otherwise, with the commonwealth or any of its
agencies or political subdivisions, or with the United States government or any of its agencies.

SECTION 1-7: DEF'INITIONS

Unless another meaning is clearly apparent from the manner in which the word or phrase is used, the
following words and phrases as used in this charter shall have the following meanings:
(a) "Charter", this charter and any adopted amendments to it.
(b) "City", the city of Everett.

1

Page 831294



Item Number 1

City of Everett Home Rule Charter

(c) "City agency", any multiple member body, any department, division, or office of the city of
Everett.

"City officer", when used without further qualification or description, shall mean a person

having charge of an office or department of the city who in the exercise of the powers or

duties of that position exercises some independent statutory authority'

"Emergency", a sudden, generally unexpected occurrence or set of circumstances demanding

immediate action.

"Full city council", "full school committee" "fu1l multiple member body", the entire

authorized membership of the city council, school committee or other multiple member body

notwithstanding any vacancy which might exist.

"general laws", laws enacted which apply alike to all cities and towns, to all cities, or to a

class of 2 or more cities, or to a class of cities and towns of which Everett is a member.

"General Laws", the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, a codification

and revision of statutes enacted on December 22, 1920, and including all amendments thereto

subsequently adopted.

"Initiative measure", a measure proposed by the voters through the initiative process provided

under this charter.

"Local newspaper", a newspaper of general circulation within Everett, with either a weekly or

daily circulation.

"Majority vote", when used in connection with a meeting of a multiple member body shall

mean a majority of those present and voting, unless another provision is made by ordinance or

by its own rules, provided however that General Law provisions related to any vote to meet in
"executive session" shall always require a majority of members of the body.

"Measure", an ordinance, resolution, order or vote passed by the city council, or a resolution,

order or vote passed by the school committee, as the case may be.

"Multiple member body", any council, commission, committee, subcommittee or other body

consisting of twe-(2) or more persons whether elected, appointed or otherwise constituted, but

not including the city council, the school committee or an advisory committee appointed by

the mayor.

"Organization or reorganizationplan", a plan submitted by the mayor to the city council

which proposes a change in the organizalion or the administrative structure of the city
administration or orgarization, or a change in the way in which a municipal service or

services are delivered.

"Quorum", a majority of all members of a multiple member body unless some other number is

required by law or by ordinance.

"Referendum measure", a measure adopted by the city council or the school committee that is

protested under the referendum procedures ofthis charter.

"Remove from the city", when a person ceases to be domiciled within the territorial limits of
the city.

"Voters", registered voters of the city of Everett.

(d)

(e)

(0

(e)

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

(D

(-)

(n)

(o)

(p)

(q)

G)

2
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ARTICLE 2

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

SECTION 2-1: COMPOSITION, TERM OF OFFICE
(C0005-l-20/Acts of 2021, Chapter l4)

(a) Composition

There shall be a city council of eleve+(l l) members that shall exercise the legislativepowers
of the city.

(l) Fiv<s) members of the city council shall be known as councilors-at-large and shall
be nominated and elected by and from the voters of the city at large.

(2) S.ix-{6) members of the city council shall be known as ward councilors. Ward
councilors shall be domiciled in the ward from which they seek to be nominated and
elected and shall be elected by and from the voters of that ward only, with ene{l)
such ward councilor to be elected from each of the six{6) wards into which the city is
divided.

(b) Term of Office

(l) The term ofoffice for all councilors shall be for tsne-(2) years each.

(2) The term shall run from the fuft business day of January succeeding the councilor's
election and until their successors have been qualifred.

(3) Councilors shall be sworn into office no later than January 7 at 8:00 p.m., at a time
and place as shall be designated by the city clerk.

(c) Eligibilitv

(l) Any voter shall be eligible to hold the office of councilor-at-large.

(2) A ward councilor shall be a voter domiciled in the ward from which election is sought
no later than sixty-Sur(64) days prior to the date of the preliminary election.

(3) If a ward councilor or a councilor-at-large removes from the city during the term for
which the councilor was elected, such office shall immediately be deemed vacant by
the city clerk and shall be filled in the manner provided in section 2-l l.

(4) If a ward councilor removes from the ward from which the councilor was elected
during the firskightee+{'t 18) months of the councilor's term, such office shall
immediately be deemed vacant and filled in the manner provided in said section 2-11;
provided, however, that a ward councilor who removes from the ward from which the
councilor was elected during the last s<6) months of the councilor's elected term,
and who remains a resident of the city, may serye out the remainder of their term.

3
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SECTION 2-2: PRESIDENT
(C0005- 1 -20lA cts of 2021, Chapter 14)

(a) Election and Term

(l) @theeer*neilers-€l€€{-+mv€+@
@lst meetins of the city council held in seetio*9-

f+JalLiafy_Sf_9y9ry_yggl the members of the city council shall begin the process to

elect from among its members a president who shall serve for endl) year.

(2) The method of election of the president shall be prescribed within the rules of the city

council.

(b) Powers and Duties

(1) The president shall preside at all meetings of the city council, regulate its proceedings

and decide all questions oforder.

(2) The president shall appoint all members of all committees of the city council, whether

special or standing.

(3) The president shall have the same powers to vote upon all measures coming before the

city council as any other member of the city council.

(4) The president shall perform any other duties consistent with the office that may be

provided by charter, ordinance or other vote ofthe city council.

4
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SECTION 2-3: PROHIBITIONS
(C0005-1 -2OlActs of 2021, Chapter 14)

(a) Holding Other City Office or Position

(1) No member of the city council shall hold any other city office or city employment
unless authorizedby chapter 268.4, of the General Laws or by the state ethics
commission.

(2) No former member of the city council shall hold any compensated appointed city
office or appointed city employment until +tsirEy€8120 days following the date on
which the former member's service on the city council has terminated
(C01 l3-18/Acts of2018, Chapter 314)

a. This provision shall not prevent a city officer or other city employee who has
vacated a position to serve as a member of the city council from returning to
the same office or other position of city employment held at the time the
position was vacated, but no such person shall be eligible for any other
municipal position nnlll 15i1grpe)120 days following the termination of
service as a member of the city council.
(C0l 13-18/Acts of2018, Chapter 314)

(b) lnterferencewithAdministration

No city council or any member of the city council shall give orders or directions to any officer
or employee of the city appointed by the mayor, either publicly or privately.

(c) Felony Conviction

imnact a final state or federal fel conviction on the convi cted oerson's
eligibility to petition for or serve in the office of city councilor wh€+as+€en$nett1l

€(Zl fne impact of a nU state or federal felony ir-
serving in any-e+her

city councilor shall be
in accordance with Section 9-15 (b) of this charter.

5

Page 871294



Item Number 1

City of Everett Home Rule Charter

SECTION 2-4: COMPENSATION; EXPENSES

(a) Compensation

(l) The members of the city council shall receive such salary for their services as may,

from time to time, be set by ordinance.

(2) No ordinance increasing the salary of councilors shall be effective unless it shall have

been adopted by a +rve-thi+ds{2/93'd vote of the full city council during the fi+sl
eigh+een{!.t18) months of the term for which the city council is elected and unless it
provides that the salary increase is to take effect upon the organizationofthe city
government following the next municipal election.

(3) No member of the city council shall be eligible to participate in the city's group health

or life insurance programs.

(b) Expenses

(l) Subject to appropriation, council members shall be entitled to reimbursement of their

actual and necessary expenses incuned in the performance of their duties.

(2) Actual and necessary expenses shall be defined within the council's rules and

regulations.

SECTION 2-5: GENERAL POWERS

Except as otherwise provided by general law or by this charter, all powers of the city shall be vested

in thi city council which shall provide for their exercise and for the performance of all duties and

obligations imposed upon the city by law.

6
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SECTION 2-6: EXERCISE OF POWERS; eUORUM; RULES

(a) Exercise of Powers

Except as otherwise provided by general law or by this charter, the legislative powers of the
city council may be exercised in a manner determined by it.

(b) Quorum

(l) The presence of srx-(6) members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business.

(2) Except as otherwise provided by general law or by this charter, the affirmative vote,
taken by roll call vote, of eight-{8) members shall be required to adopt an
appropriation order.

(3) Except as otherwise provided by law or this charter, the affirmative vote, taken by roll
call vote, of a majority of the full city council shall be required to adopt any ordinance.

(c) Rules ofProcedure

The city council shall from time to time adopt rules regulating its procedures, which shall be
in addition to the following:

(1) Regular meetings

a. Regular meetings of the city council shall be held at a time and place fixed by
ordinance.

b. All regular meetings of the city council shall provide for a period of public
comment, provided however, the city council may promulgate rules that
regulate such period of public comment as deemed appropriate.

(2) Special meetings

a. Special meetings of the city council shall be held at the call of the president or
at the call of any fi+<5) or more members by written notice delivered in hand
or to the place of residence of each member and which contains a listing of the
items to be acted upon.

b. Except in case of an emergency, of which the president shall be the sole judge,
thrsg notice required by subsection a shall be delivered at least fe+feiel*{aS)
weekday hours in advance of the time set for such meeting.

c. A copy of the notice shall immediately be posted in accordance with law.

(3) All sessions of the city council and of every committee or subcommittee of the council
shall at all times be open to the public unless another provision is made by law.

(4) A full, accurate, up-to-datc account of the proceedings of the city council shall be kept
by the city clerk, which shall include a record of each vote taken, and which shall be
made available with reasonable promptness following each meeting. Unless otherwise
provided by law, the minutes of any executive session shall be made available as soon
as their publication would not defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session.

7
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ACCESS TO INFORMATIONSECTION 2-7:

(a) In General

The city council may make investigations into the affairs of the city and into the conduct and

performance of any city agency.

(b) City Officers. Members of City Agencies. Employees

The city council may require any city officer, member of a city agency or. to the extent not

inconsistent with any applicable collective bargaining agreement. city employee to appear

b.fbr" it to give any information that the city council may require in relation to the municipal

services, functions, powers, or duties which are within the scope of responsibility of that

person and within the jurisdiction of the city council.

(c) Mayor

(1) The city council may require the mayor to provide specific information to it on any

matter within the jurisdiction of the city council.

The city council may require the mayor to appear before it, in person, to provide

specific information on the conduct of any aspect of the business of the city. The

mayor may bring to such meeting any city officer or employee the mayor may deem

necessary to assist in responding to the questions posed by the city council.

(2)

(3) City officers. employees and departments shall respond to any forrnal requests for

information issued b)z the city councilwithin l0 business days of receipt. unless a

written extension is granted bv a maioritv vote of the entire citv council.

(d) Notice

(1)

(2)

The city council shall give a minimum s€vffi{7) days' notice to any person it may

require to appear before it under the provisions ofthis section.

The notice shall include specific questions on which the city council seeks

information, and no person called to appear before the city council under this section

shall be required to respond to any question not relevant or related to those presented

in advance and in writing.

finalized and publicly posted.

8
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SECTION 2-8: APPOINTMENTS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
(a) City Clerk and Assistant City Clerk

(1) The city council shall, by a majority vote of the full city council, appoint a city clerk
and an assistant city clerk each of whom shall serve for f,ve-(5) yeai terms.

(2) Any vacancy in the office of city clerk or assistant city clerk shall be filled in a like
manner for the remainder of the expired term.

(3) The city clerk and the assistant city clerk shall receive such compensation as the city
council may from time to time determine.

The city council shall have charge and control over ofthe office ofcity clerk.

The city clerk shall keep full and accurate records of the doings of the city council and
perform such other duties as prescribed by the general laws, by this charter or by
ordinance.

(b)

(6) In the absence of the city clerk, the assistant city clerk shall perform the duties of the
city clerk and shall perform such other duties as prescribed by the city clerk or by
ordinance.

Clerk of Committees

(1) (t|-The city council shall biennially in January of the year following a municipal
election vote, by a majority vote of the full city council, elect a clerk of committees,
who shall hold office for +we-(2) years, from no later than the firl" day of March in
the year of thgis1 election, and until a successor is qualified, unless sooner removed.

(2) @-The clerk of committees shall receive such compensation as the city council
may from time to time determine.

(3) (3f{he clerk of committees shall keep full and accurate records of rhe doings of
the several committees of the city council, and shall perform such other duties ai may
be required of the clerk of committees by the city council.

Other Staff

Subject to appropriation, the city council may employ such other staff as it deems necessary.

(c)

(4)

(s)

9
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SECTION 2-9: ORDINANCES AND OTHER MEASURES

(a) Measures

(l) No measure, except resolutions and other votes constituting ordinary, routine matters,

shall be passed finally on the date on which they are introduced, except in the case of
an emergency.

(2) Except as otherwise provided by the charter, every adopted measure shall become

effective at the expiration ofthi++y{3O) days after adoption or at any other date

specified therein.

(3) No ordinance shall be amended or repealed except by another ordinance adopted in

accordance with the charter, or as provided in the initiative and referendum

procedures.

(b) Emersencv Measures

(l) An emergency measure shall be introduced in the form and mannerprescribed for

measures generally except that it shall be plainly designated as an emergency measure

and shall contain statements after the enacting clause declaring that an emergency

exists and describing its scope and nature in clear and specific terms.

(2) A preamble which declares and defines the emergency shall be separately voted on

and shall require the affirmative vote of twe-thirds{2/3[a of the fi*lbsglabgrlsfthq
city councilJrcsgnl anslYELing.

(3) An emergency measure may be passed with or without amendment or rejected at the

meeting at which it is introduced'

(4) No measure making a grant, renewal or extension, whatever its kind or nature, or a

franchise or speciat privilege shall be passed as an emergency measure, and except as

provided by the lawi of the Commonwealth, no such grant, renewal or extension shall

be made otherwise than by ordinance.

(5) An emergency measure shall become effective upon adoption or at such later time as it
may speciff.

(c) Charter Objection

(1) On the firl't occasion that the question on adoption of a measure is put to the city

council, if a single member objects to the taking of the vote, the vote shall be

posponed until the next meeting of the city council whether regular or special.

(2) If two{2) members shall object, such postponement shall be until the next regular

meeting; but for an emergency measure at least feur-(4) members, in all, must object'

(3) This procedure shall not be used more than once for any matterlqgqgulg bearing a

single docket number notwithstanding any amendment to the original n+atterlE4Ulg.

(4) A charter objection shall have privilege over all motions but must be raised prior to or

at the call for a vote by the presiding officer and all debate shall cease.
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SECTION 2-10: CITY COUNCIL CONFIRMATION OF CERTAIN APPOINTMENTS
(a) The mayor shall submit to the city council the name of each person the mayor desires to

appoint to any city office as a department head or as a member of a multiple-member body,
but not including any position which is subject to the civil service law.

(b) The city council may refer each name submitted to it to a standing committee of the council
which shall review each candidate for appointment and may make a recommendation to the
full city council not less than seve*(7) nor more than fertyfive{4S) days after the referral,

(c) The committee may-reqr++re. throueh the mavor. any person whose name has been
referred to it to appear before the committee, or before the city council, or to give-anyplqvftlq
to the committee. or the city council information relevant to the appointment*hafthe.

(d) Appointments made by the mayor shall become effective on the ferq+fifth45s day after the
date on which notice of the proposed appointment was filed with thecity clerk uniess
approved or rejected by the city council within the {eg-fi+e{45) days.

SECTION 2'11: FILLING OF VACANCIES

(a) If a vacancy occurs in the office of city councilor, whether by failure to elect or otherwise, the
citY clerk shall declare the same. If no defeated candidate is elieible or willine to serve under
subscction (b) of this scction. thc remaining councilors shall, within *my{go) days foilowi.g
the date ofsuch vacancy, act to fill said vacancy.

(b)
'l'he defeated candidate receiving the most votes for said seat from the last reguiarb:iglnial city
elecfion shall. following re -

and after taking the oath of off,tce. serue for the remainder of the unexpired term; piovided,
however, that said defeated candidate shall have received at least twcntyf€reen+{2 0%)% of
the total ballots cast for the particular seat being vacated.

(i)ForthepurpoSeofthissection,the@minimumthreshold
shall be calculated as a ratio ofballots cast for the particular office being vacated to
votes obtained by said defeated candidate.

(c) If there was no other candidate for said office-er-said.-jhs defeated candidate sha[is not have-rceei@nt (2096) ef the tetal ballets easte lisible for under
the city

council shall at its discretion choose an individual, who may be the defeated candidate, from
among the voters entitled to vote for such office to serye . follorving acceptance and taking the
oath of office. for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(1) In such an instance, the city clerk shall post notice ofthe vacancy at least feg+een-(la)
days prior to the meeting at which the council shall act to fill the vacancy.

(e{dlPersons serving as councilor under this section shall not be entitled to have the words
"candidate for re-election" printed against their names on the election ballot.

(9G)-No vacancy shall be filled, in the manner herein provided, if a rceutarbp114lal city election is
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to be held within nineq(90) days following the date the vacancy is declared to exist,
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ARTICLE 3

EXECUTIVE BRANCII

SECTIoN 3-1: MAYOR: QUALIFICATIONS; TERM oF oFFIcE; coMpENSATIoN;
PROHIBITIONS

(a) Mavor. Oualifications

(1) The chief executive officer of the city shall be a mayor, elected by and from the voters
of the city at large.

(2) Any Everett voter domiciled in the city shall be eligible to hold the office of mayor.

(b) Term of Office

(l ) The term of office of the mayor shall be fou+{4) years@inftrng-€ii.

fl)(2lThe term shall run from the January succeeding
lhgisl election,

and until
theisl successor has been qualified.

later ata
plaoe as shall be designated bv the citv clerk.

(c) Compensation

(1) The city council shall, by ordinance, establish an annual salary for the mayor.

a. No ordinance increasing the salary of the mayor shall be effective unless it
shall have been adopted by a +we-thi+ds{2/3)3'd vote of the full city council
during the firs$eigl*e€n{+8}1l months of the term for which the city council is
elected and unless it provides that the salary increase is to take effect upon the
organization of the city govemment following the next municipal election.

(2) Subject to appropriation, the mayor shall be entitled to reimbursement of his actual
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance ofhis duties.

(d) Prohibitions

(l) The mayor shall hold no other city office or city employment for which a salary or
other emolument is payable from the city treasury.

(2) No former mayor shall hold any compensated appointed city office or city
employment until one{l) year following the date on which the former mayor's city
service has terminated.

a. This provision shall not prevent a city officer or other city employee who has
vacated a position in order to serve as mayor from returning to the same office
or other position of city employment held at the time the position was vacated,
ifsuch position exists, but no such person shall be eligible for any other
municipal position until at least endl) ycar after the termination of service as
mayor.
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b. This prohibition shall not apply to persons covered under the leave of absence

provisions of the civil service law,

(e) Felony Conviction

he imPact of a final state or
federa I fe lo ny sna+fne++e-+reibl€convi cti o n o n the con v i cted pe rso n's

eliqibility to petition for or serve in @office et_

@
(l) Anygf mayor rvho has been finally eenvieted ef shall be in accordance with Section 9-

15-(a) eflhi!-ah44er.

ft)(Z) fne impact of a tU state or federal felony
onviction on a person serving in aryrefher

eleetive or appeintive ef{iee er pesitien under the eity*he office of mayor shall be in

accordance with Section 9-15 (b) of this charter'

sEGTION 3-2: EXECUTM POWERS; ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES

(a) The executive powers of the city shall be vested solely in the mayor and may be exercised by

the mayor either personally or through the several city agencies under the general supervision

and control of the office of the mayor.

(b) The mayor shall cause the charter, the laws, the ordinances and other orders for the

government of the cily to be enforced, and shall cause a record of all official acts of the

executive branch of the city govemment to be kept'

(c) The mayor shall exercise general supervision and direction over all city agencies, unless

otherwise provided by law or by this charter.

(1) Each city agency shall furnish to the mayor, immediately upon request, any

information, materials or otherwise as the mayor may request and as the needs of the

office of mayor and the interest of the city may require.

(d) The mayor shall supervise, direct and be responsible for the efficient administration of all city

activities and functions placed under the control of the mayor by law or by this charter.

(e) The mayor shall be responsible for the efficient and effective coordination of the activities of
all agencies of the city and for this purpose shall have authority, consistent with law, to call

togeiher for consultation, conference and discussion at reasonable times all persons serving

th- cif, whether elected directly by the voters, chosen by persons elected directly by the

voters, or otherwise.

(0 The mayor shall be, by virtue of the office, a member of every appointed multiple member

body of the city.

(1) The mayor shall have a right, as an ex officio member, to attend any meeting of any

appointed multiple member body of the city, at any time, including executive sessions,

to participate in the discussions, to make motions and to exercise every other right of a

regular member of such body, but not including the right to vote.
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SECTION 3-3: APPOINTMENTS By THE MAYOR
(a) The mayor shall appoint, subject to the confirmation of such appointments by the city council

under section2-10, all city officers and department heads and the members of multiple-
member bodies for whom no other method of appointment or selection is provided by law or
this charter, excepting only persons serving under the school committee, and persons serving
under the city council.

(b) All appointments to multiple-member bodies shall be for terms established under section 5-1.

(1) Upon the expiration of the term of any member of a multiple member body, a
successor shall be appointed in like manner.

(2) The mayor shall fill any vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term of any
member of a multiple member body.

(c) All persons classified as department heads shall, subject to the consent of the mayor, appoint,
promote and discipline all assistants, subordinates and other employees of the agency for
which that person is responsible.

(d) All appointments and promotions made by the mayor shall be made on the basis of merit and
fitness demonstrated by examination, past performance or by other evidence of competence
and suitability

(1) Each person appointed to fill an office or position shall be a person especially fitted by
education, training and previous work experience to perform the duties of the office oi
position for which chosen.
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SECTION 3-4: TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS TO CITY OFFICES

(a) Whenever ayacancy, either temporary or permanent, occurs in a city office and the needs of
the city require that the vacancy be filled, the mayor may designate the head of another city
agency or a city officer or city employee or some other person to perform the duties of the

oifi"" on a temporary basis until the position can be filled as otherwise provided by law or by

this charter.

(1) No city officer or city employee shall receive dual compensation for holding a
temporary appointment.

(b) The mayor shall file a certificate in substantially the following form, with the city clerk,

whenever a person is designated under this section:

I designate (name of person) to perform the duties of the office of (designate office in which

vacancy exists) on a temporary basis until the office can be filled by (here set out the regular

procedure for filling the vacancy, or when the regular officer shall return). I certify that said

person is qualified to perform the duties which will be required and that I make this

designation solely in the interests of the city of Everett'

(signed)
Mayor

(c) Persons serving as tcmporary officers under this section shall have only those powers of the

office essential to the performance of the duties of the office during the period of the

temporary appointment.

(d) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, no temporary appointment shall

be for more than r+ine+y{9O) days, but not more than twe{Z}+n*V{-30[day extensions of a

temporary appointment may be made when a permanent vacancy exists in the office.

SECTION3-5: COMMUNICATIONS;SPECIALMEETINGS

(a) Communications to the City Council

(1) The mayor shall, from time to time, by written communications, recommend to the

city council for its consideration such measures as, in the judgment of the mayor, the

needs of the city require.

(2) The mayor shall, from time to time, by written communication, but no less than

quarterly, keep the city council fully informed of the financial and administrative
condition ofthe city and shall specifically indicate in such reports any financial or

administrative issues facing the city.

(b) Special Meetings of the City Council

(1) The mayor may aI any time call a special meeting of the city council, for any pu{pose,

by causing a notice of the meeting to be delivered in hand or to the place of business

or residence of each member of the city council-

(2) This notice shall, except in an emergency of which the mayor shall be the sole judge,

be delivered at least fo*Jrei€h+{48) weekday hours in advance of the time set and

shall specify the purpose or purposes for which thc meeting is to be held.
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(3) A copy of each such notice shall be posted in accordance with law
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SECTION 3-6: APPROVAL OF MAYOR' EXCEPTION (VETO)

(a) Every order, ordinance or vote adopted or passed by the city council relative to the affairs of
the city, except resolutions, the seteetien ef €i

eeunei+appointments bv the citv council of legislative branch ofticers or employees.

confirmation of mayoral aprrointments. election warrants. designation of polling places.

opting in or out for local elections of early voting by mail and early voting in person and any

matters relating to the internal affairs of the city council shall be presented to the mayor for

approval.

(b) If the mayor approves of the measure, the mayor shall sign it within ten{10) days; if the

mayor disapproves of the measure, the mayor shall return the measure within ten{10) days,

with the rp"-inc reason or reasons for such disapproval attached to it, in writing, to the city

council.

(c) The city council shall enter the objections ofthe mayor on its records, and not sooner than ten-

(10) days, nor later than thiray(30) days from the date of its return to the city council, shall

again consider the same measure.

(d) If the city council, notwithstanding the disapproval by the mayor, shall again pass the order,

ordinance or vote by a Fr*o+hir4{2/3)l'd vote of the full council, it shall then be deemed in

force, notwithstanding the failure of the mayor to approve it.

(c) If the mayor has neither signed a measure nor returned it to the city council within ten{10)

days following the date it was presented to the mayor, the measure shall be deemed approved

and in force.

SECTION 3-7: TEMPORARY ABSENCE OF THE MAYOR

(a) Actins Mayor

(1) Whenever, by reason of sickness, absence from the city or other cause, the mayor shall

be unable to perform the duties ofthe office, the president ofthe city council shall be

the acting mayor.

a. Should the president of the city council be unable or unwilling to serve, the

city council shall forthwith elect en€-(l) of its members to serve as acting

mayor.

(b) Powers of Acting Mavor

(l) The acting mayor shall have only those powers of the mayor that are essential to the

conduct of the business of the city in an orderly and efficient manner and on which

action may not be delayed.

(2) The acting mayor shall have no authority to make any pemanent appointment or

removal of any individual from city service unless the disability or absence of the

mayor shall extend beyond sixty{60) days, nor shall an acting mayor approve or

disapprove of any measure adopted by the city council unless the time within which

the mayor must act would expire before the retum of the mayor'

(3) During any period in which any member of the city council is serving as acting mayor,

that councilor shall not vote as a member of the city council.
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SECTION 3-8: DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY BY MAYOR

(a) The mayor may authorize any subordinate officer or employee of the city to exercise any

power or perform any function or any duty which is assigned by this charter, or otherwise, to

ihe ntuyoi, and the mayor may rescind or revoke any such authorizations previously made, but

all acts performed under any such delegation of authority during a period of authorization

shall be and remain the acts of the mayor.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize a mayor to delegate his power of
appointment to any city office or employment or to sign or return measures approved by the

city council.

SECTION3-9: VACANCY IN OFFICE OF MAYOR

(a) Soecial Election

(l) If a vacancy in the office of mayor occurs during the fi+s++we-(lY) years of the term

for which the mayor is elected, whether by reason of death, resignation, removal from

office, incapacity, or otherwise, the city council shall immediately, in the manner

provided in section 7-1, order a special election to be held within ninety(90) days

following the date the vacancy is created, to fill the vacancy for the balance of the then

unexpired term.

(2) If a regulerblgtnial city election is to be held within ene+una+e++wen+V{120) days

following the date the vacancy is created a special election need not be held and the

position shall be frlled by vote at such regr*lmbiganiqlcily election.

(b) President of City Council to Serve As Acting Mayor

(1) If a vacancy in the office of mayor occurs in the thild or feufrh{th year of the term for

which the mayor is elected, whether by reason of death, resignation, removal from

office, or otherwise, the president of the city council shall become the acting mayor.

(2) Upon the qualification of the president of the city council as the acting mayor, under

this section, avacancy shall exist in that seat on the city council which shall be filled
in the manner provided in section 2-11.

(3) A president serving as acting mayor under this subsection, who subsequently stands

for office as mayor shall not be entitled to have the words "candidate for re-election"

printed against their name on the election ballot': provided. howeve
person subsequentl), stand for election as a city councilor. they shall be entitled to
hqrre fhe words "a.nntl ir{qfe fnr rc-e'lection" nrinfed aoainsf their n Afi1E on the e'lection

ballot.

(c) Powers. Term of Office

(1) The mayor elected under section 3-9(a) or the acting mayor designated under section

3-9 (b) shall have all the powers of the mayor.

(2) A person elected under subsection (a), shall serve for the balance ofthe term

unexpired at the time of election to the office-

(3) A person chosen under subsection (b), shall serve until the time of the next

r€gu+arbiggj4fgily election at which time the person elected to fill the ofhce for the

20
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ensuing term of office shall serve, in addition, for the balance of the then unexpired
term.
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SECTION 4-1:

ARTICLE 4

SCHOOL COMMITTEE

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
(C0005-1-20/Acts of 2021, Chapter l4)

(b) Composition

There shall be a school committee which shall consist of ten-(10) members, nif€{g) school

committee members and the mayor in an ex officio capacity who shall have a voice and a

vote.

(C0005 -2-20 I Acts of 2020, Chapter 332)

(l) Thrce{3) school committee members shall be known as school committee members-

at-large and shall be nominated and elected by and from the voters at large.

(2) Six{6) school committee members shall be known as ward school committee

members, shall be domiciled in the ward from which elected and shall be nominated

and elected by and from the voters of that ward only, with ene-(l) such ward school

committee member to be elected from each of the six-(6) wards into which the city is

divided.

(c) Term of Offrce

(1) The term of office for school committee members shall be for twe(2) years each.

(2) The term shall run from the fi+l't business day of January succeeding their election,

and until their successors have been qualified.

(3) Such school committee members shall be sworn into ofhce no later than January 7 at

8:00 p.m., at a time and place as shall be designated by the city clerk.

(d) Eligibility

(1) Any voter shall be eligible to hold the office of school committee member-at-1arge.

(2) A ward school committee member shall be a voter domiciled in the ward from which

election is sought no later than six!,'{eu+(64) days prior to the date of the preliminary

election.

(3) If a ward school committee member or a school committee member-at-large removes

from the city during the term for which such school committee member was elected,

such office shall immediately be deemed vacant by the city clerk and shall be frlled in

the manner provided in section 4-6.

(4) If a ward school committee member removes from the ward from which such school

committee member was elected during the f;rs+eighte€n-(f 18) months of the

member's term, such office shall immediately be deemed vacant and filled in the

manner provided in said section 4-6; provided, howevet, that a ward school committee

member who removes from the ward from which such school committee member was
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elected during the last six{6) months of their elected term, and who remains a resident
of the city, may serve out the remainder of their term.

SECTION4-2: SCHOOLCOMMITTEECHATR
(C0005-1-20/Acts of 2021, Chapter 14)

(a) Powers and Duties; Chair

(1) As soon as practicable after the school committee members-elect have been qualified
following each biennial city election, as provided in section 9- 1 I , the school
committee shall organize by electing en<l) of the school committee members to
serve as school committee chair.

@ The school committee chair shall preside at all meetings of the school committee,
regulate its proceedings and decide all questions of order.

(3) The school committee chair shall appoint all members of all sub-committees of the
school committee, whether special or standing.

(4) The school committee chair shall have the same powers to vote upon all measures
coming before the school committee as any other member of the school committee.

(5) The school committee chair shall perform such other duties consistent with the office
as may be provided by this charter or by vote of the school committee.

(b) Powers and Duties. Vice Chair

(1) As soon as practicable after the school committee members-elect have been qualified
following each biennial city election, as provided in section 9- I I , the school
committee shail organize by electing en€{l) of the school committee members to
serve as school committee vice chair.

(2) In the absence, ofthe chair, the vice chair shall exercise all ofthe duties and authority
of the chair, other than appointing members of subcornmittees, whether special or
standing.

(c) School Committee meetings

Except in the case of an emergency or in the event of a joint meeting, the school committee
shall not meet on the same date as a regular city council meeting.
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SECTION 4-3: PROHIBITIONS
(C0005- 1 -2olActs of 202 1, Chapter 1 4)

(b) Holdine Other Citv Office or Position

(1) No member of the school committee shall hold any other city office or city

employment unless authorized by chapter 268,4. of the General Laws or the state ethics

commission.

(2) No former member of the school committee shall hold any compensated appointed

city office or appointed city employment until thirty€qfaq days following the date

on which the former member's service on the school committee has terminated.a 
*:il:#::li#[T'J:'f;';##Ti1T"":l'*i;ffiTi"':f"'J*'^
retuming to the same office or other position of city employment held at the

time the position was vacated, but no such person shall be eligible for any

other municipal position until +htrr(30)120 days following the termination of
service as a member of the school committee'

(c) lnterferencewithAdministration

No school committee or any member of the school committee shall give orders or directions

to any officer or employee of the eitlappei
privately,school department either publicl:r or privately: nofwithstanding the previous clause.

however. nothins herein shall be a limitation on the authoritv of the school committee to

exercise its authority as a committee to adopt broad policy guidelines. supervise the

sunerintcndcnt- and takc srch ofhcr action authorizcd bv statc consistcnt with thc

provisions of section 4-5(a).

(d) Felonv Conviction

of a final state or fedcral

felony shall-ne+$e-eli€ibl,econviction on the convicted person's eligibilitv to petition

foq or serve in@offi ce e+pesi+ien-nnCer-the-eitp

(1) Anyqf school committee member
accordance with S 9-l5 (a'l of this charter

(2) The impact of a final state or federal felony
onviction on a person serving in an1r-e+heF

e,leetive er appeintil'e effiee er pesitien under the eityrhe office of school committee
*^*h^* "h"ll ha :- ^^^^*,1--^^ .".i+L Q-nlin- O- I 5 \^f this
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SECTION 4-4: COMPENSATION; EXPENSE

(a) Compensation

( I ) The members of the school committee shall receive such salary for their services as
may from time to time be set by ordinance.

(2) No ordinance increasing the salary of school committee members shall be effective
unless it shall have been adopted by a+"e-thi+ds-(2lr!:vote of the full city council
during the fi+st-eigh+een{lst l8) months of the term for which the school committee is
elected and unless it provides that the salary increase is to take effect upon the
organization of the city government following the next municipal election.

(3) No member of the school committee shall be eligible to participate in the city's group
health or life insurance programs.

(b) Expenses

(1) Subject to appropriation, school committee members shall be entitled to
reimbursement of their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of
their duties.

(2) Actual and necessary expense shall be defined in the school committee's rules and
regulations,
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SECTION 4-5: POWERS AND DUTIES

(a) The school committee shall have all powers which are conferred on school committees by

general laws and such additional powers and duties as may be provided by the charter, by

ordinance, and/or otherwise and not inconsistent with the grant of powers conferred by

general laws.

(b) The powers and duties of the school committee shall include the following:

(1) To eleetappoiqlL a superintendent of the schools who shall be charged with the

administration of the school system, subject only to policy guidelines and directives

adopted by the school committee and, upon the recommendation of the superintendent,

to establish and appoint assistant or associate superintendents as provided in by law.

(2) To make all reasonable rules and regulations for the management of the public school

system and for conducting the business of the school committee as may be deemed

necessary or desirable.

(3) To adopt and to oversee the administration of an annual operating budget for the

school department, subject to appropriation by the city council.

(4) The school committee shall have general charge and superintendence of all school

buildings and grounds and shall furnish all school buildings with proper fixtures,

fumiture and equipment.

(5) The school committee shall provide ordinary maintenance of all school buildings and

grounds; unless a central municipal maintenance department which may include

maintenance of school buildings and grounds is established in accordance with law or

by writtcn agrcement betwccn the mayor and the school committcc'

(6) Whenever the school committee shall determine that additional classrooms are

necessary to meet the educational needs of the community, at least I member of the

school committee, or a designee of the school committee, shall serve on the agency,

council or committee to which the planning or construction of such new, remodeled or

renovated school building is delegated.
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SECTION 4-6: FILLING OF VACANCIES

(a) Runner-Up to Fill Vacancy

(b)

(l) If a vacancy occurs in the office of school committee member, whether by failure to
elect or otherwise, the remaining school committee members shall, within +hir+y{30)
days following the date of such vacancy, act to fill said vacancy.

(2) The school committee shall fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term by
choosing the defeated candidate receiving the most votes for said seat from the last
rcgularbigrui4! city election; provided, however, that said defeated candidate shall
have received at least twenry-per€€n(20%*Wof the total ballots cast for the
particular seat being vacated.

a. For the purpose of this section, the @ minimum
threshold shall be calculated as a ratio ofballots cast for the particular office
being vacated to votes obtained by said defeated candidate.

(3) Any person so chosen shall take the oath of office and commence to serve forthwith.

(4) Persons serving as school committee member under this section shall not be entitled to
have the words "candidate for re-election" printed against their names on the election
ballot.

(5) No vacancy shall be filled, in the manner herein provided, if a reg$larb:iglaial city
election is to be held within nifl€q'.t90) days following the date the vacancy is
declared to exist.

Filling of Vacancies By City Council and School Committee

(1) Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office of school committee member and there
is no available candidate to fill the vacancy in the manner provided in section 4-6 (a),
the president of the city council shall, within 30 days following the date of the
vacancy, call a joint meeting of the city council and the school committee to act to fill
the vacancy.

@ Persons elected to fil1 a vacancy by the city council and school committee shall serve
only until the next regularbiglrrtalqly election at which time the vacancy shall be
filled by the voters and the person chosen to fill the vacancy shall immediately be
sworn and shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term in addition to the term
for which elected.

(3) Persons serving as school committee members under this section shall not be entitled
to have the words "candidate for reelection" printed against their names on the election
ballot.
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ARTICLE 5

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION

SECTION 5-1: ORGANIZATION OF CITY AGENCIES

(u) The organization ofthe city into operating agencies for the provision ofservices and the

administration of the government may be accomplished only through an administrative order

submitted by thc mayor to the city council$Fthe-rnayet. No administrative order may

originate with the city council.

(b) The mayor may, subject only to express prohibitions in a general law or this charter, propose

to reorganize, consolidate or abolish any city agency, in whole or in part, or to establish such

new city agencies as is deemed necessary, but no function assigned by this charter to a

particular city agency may be discontinued or assigned to any other city agency unless this

charter specifically so provides.

(c) The mayor may from time to time prepare and submit to the city council. through its clerk.

administrative orders that establish operating divisions for the orderly, efficient or convenient

conduct of the business of the city.

(d) These administrative orders shall be accompanied by a message of the mayor which explains

the benefits expected to ensue and advises the city council if any provision of an

administrative order shall require amendments, insertions, revisions, repeal or otherwise of
existing ordinances.

(e) Whenever the mayor proposes an administrative order, the city council shall hold enel or

more public hearings on the proposal
which notice shall deseribebe provided no less the seepefull-

text of the proposal sld a summary thereof on the official citJr website. and publishing notice

in at least 1 local newspaper of the time. date and place afwhiehp:f the public hearing vril++)e-

information about how to receive a copy of the full proposal.

(f) An organization or reorganizationplan shall become effective at the expiration of sinqft60)
days following the date the proposal is submitted to the city council unless the city council

shall, by a majority vote, within such period vote to disapprove the plan'

(g) The city council may vote only to approve or to disapprove the plan and may not vote to

amend or to alter it.

SECTION 5-2: MERIT PRINCIPLES

(a) All appointments and promotions of city offrcers and employees must be made on the basis of
merit and fitness demonstrated by examination, past performance or by other evidence of
competence and suitability.

(b) Each person appointed to fill an office or position shall be a person especially fitted by

educJtion, training and previous work experience to perform the duties of the office or

position for which chosen.
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ARTICLE 6

FINANCE AND FISCAL PROCEDUR.ES

SECTION 6-1: FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the city shall begin on the fi+l"t day of July and shall end on the last day of Jlne,
unless another period is required by general law.

SECTION 6-2: ANNUAL BUDGET POLICY
The mayor shall call a joint meeting of the city council and school committee, to include the
superintendent of schools, before the commencement of the budget process to review the financial
condition ofthe city, revenue and expenditure forecasts, and other relevant information prepared by
the mayor in order to develop a coordinated budget.

SECTION 6.3: SUBMISSION OF OPERATING BUDGET; BUDGET MESSAGE
(a) At least fu&45) days before the beginning of the fiscal year, the mayor shall submit to

the city council a proposed operating budget for all city agencies, which shall include the
school department, for the ensuing fiscal year with an accompanying budget message and
supporting documents.

(b) The budget message submitted by the mayor shall:

(1) Explain the operating budget in fiscal terms and in terms of work programs for all city
agencies;

(2) It shall outline the proposed fiscal policies of the city for the ensuing fiscal year;

(3) Describe important features of the proposed operating budget; and

(4) Include any major variations from the current operating budget, fiscal policies,
revenues and expenditures together with reasons for these changes.

(c) The proposed operating budget shall provide a complete fiscal plan of all city funds and
activities and shall be in the form the mayor deems desirable.

(d) The school budget, as adopted by the school committee shall be submitted to the mayor at
least th4'(30) days before the submission of the proposed operating budget to the city
council.

(l) The mayor shall notif the school committee of the date by which the proposed budget
of the school committee shall be submitted to the mayor.

(2) The mayor and the superintendent of schools shall coordinate the dates and times of
the school committee's budget process under the General Laws.
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SECTION 6-4: ACTION ON THE OPERATING BUDGET

(a) Public Hearing

The city council s[6tl ptrblish in at least
providi notice of the propesed eperatin
state+

vailability of the entire proposed operating budget

area.rai@o less than 14 days prior to the public;-and

The hearing thereon. by posting on the official citv website the time. date;tirne and place not
less than fourteen (l fthe public hearing en+h€-4!dlbq

ft1ll text of the proposed operating budget and a summary thereof and publishing notrce in I or

more local newspapers of the time, date and place of the public hearing with information

about how to receive a copy of the full proposed operating budget-willbe$el4b'fihe-reity
eeunei+.

(b) Adoption of the Budget

(1) The city council shall adopt the proposed operating budget, with or without
amendments, within fory-five€s) days following the date the proposed budget is

filed with the city clerk.

(3)

In amending the proposed operating budget, the city council may delete or decrease

any amounts except expenditures required by law, but except on the recommendation

oflhe mayor, the city council shall not increase any item in or the total of the proposed

operating budget, unless otherwise authorized by the general laws.

Ifthe city council fails to take action on any item in the proposed operating budget

within fe*y-five{as) days after its receipt, that amount shall, without any action by

the city council, become a part of the appropriations for the year, and be available for

the purposes specified.

(2)
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SECTION 6-5: CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT pRecR+MpLAN

(a) Submission

The mayor shall subrnit a capital improvement p+egrarnplAl to the city council at least ene.
hundred+we#y{120) days before the start of each fiscal year. The capital improvement
pre€rampl4! shall include:

(l) A clear and concise general summary of its contents;

(2) A list of all capital improvements proposed to be undertaken during the next ensuing
five{s) years, with supporting information as to the need for each capital
improvement;

(3) Cost estimates, methods of financing and recommended time schedules for each
improvement; and,

(4) The cstimated annual cost of operating and maintaining each facility and piece of
major equipment involved. This information is to be annually revised by the mayor
with regard to the capital improvements still pending or in the process of being
acquired, improved or constructed.

(b) Public hearing

The eity eeuneil shall ptrblish in at rcast ene ( 1 ) rervspaper es general eireulatien ir the eity a

(2) The date; time and plaee net less than renrteen (14) days after suelr publieatien, when

l-". +1"^- I 4 A nrinr fn fL^ ^.'Lli^ L^^-i-^ + L" ^^-+:-^ +L^ ^€fr I ni+.' ',.^L.ir-

of the full proposed carrital improvement plan. Such public hearine mal/. but need not. be
scheduled simultaneously with the public hearing on the plqtosed operating budget.

(c) Adoption

on
the time- date and nlace of the nublic hea and the full text ofthe caoital

ln
of of rh

At any time after the public hearing, but before the fi+ft day of the last month of the current
fiscal year, the city council shall, by order, adopt the capital improvements program, with or
without amendment, provided that:

(1) Each amendment must be voted separately; and

(2) That any increase in the capital improvements program as submitted must clearly
identifu the method of financing proposed to accomplish such increase.
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SECTION 6-6: INDEPENDENT AUDIT

(a) The city council shall annually provide for an outside audit ofthe books and accounts ofthe
city to be conducted by a certified public accountant, or a firm ofcertified public accountants,

which has no personal interest, direct or indirect, in the fiscal affairs of the city or any of its

ofhcers.

(b) The mayor shall annually provide to the city council a sum of money sufficient to satisfy the

estimated cost of conducting the audit as presented to the mayor, in writing, by the city
council.

(c) The award of a contract to audit shall be made by the city council on or before September 15

of each year.

(d) The clerk of committees. with the assistance of the city's chief financial officer" shall

coordinate the work of the individual or firm selected.

(e) The report of the audit shall be filed in fi-nal form with the city council not later than March I

in the year following its award.

SECTION 6-7: EXPENDITURES IN EXCESS OF APPROPRIATIONS

(a) Except as otherwise may be provided by law, no official of the city of Everett shall knowingly
and intentionally:

(1) Expend, in any fiscal year, any sums in excess of the appropriations, awards, grants or
gifts, duly made in accordancs with law, or

(2) lnvolve the city in any contract for the future payment of money in excess of these

appropriations, awards, grants or gifts.

(b) It is the intention of this section that section 3 I of chapter 44 of the General Laws shall be

strictly enforced.

(c) Any official who violates this section shall be personally liable to the city for any amounts so

expended to the extent that the city does not recover these amounts from the person to whom

the sums were paid.
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ARTICLE 7

ELECTIONS

SECTION 7-1: CITY ELECTIONS

(a) Biennial city elections shall be held in odd-numbered years.

(c) Such elections for the office of mavor shall be held every 4 years. starting in 2013.

(d) An individual shall only appear on the ballot for I office at anv preliminary. biennial or
special city election.

SECTIONT-2: PRELIMINARYELECTIONSFOR@
(a) If necessary, a preliminary election for the purpose of nominating candidates for mayerqnJl

city office shall be l@d on th+{hi+d4 Tuesday in Septemberjn-eaeh-edd+umbere*
year-i@,but later than 2l't

,
with the approval of the city council

.

(b{q)-Whenever a special election to fill a vacancy in the office of mayor is to be held, a
preliminaryelectionshallbeconducted,ifnecessary,@t€8)35daysbeforethedate
established for the special election.

€EMM#HES

SECTIONT-3: PRELIMINARYELECTIONPROCEDUR-ES

(a) Ballot Preparation and Signature Requirements
(C0005-1-20/Acts of 2021, Chapter l4)

(1) The"In biennial citv election years. the board of election commissioners and-eity+{erk-
shall-;

a. Prepare separate nomination papers for nernj+atieft+e-Ihe_o:Ffigq o;Lat-large
and ward pesi+ienqqily_QgUtqif and makeqgho ol_ggrn4qiIlgq

h ln al citv elecfinn vesrs irr whiclr a mavrtr is tn he e nrenzre
nomination papers for the sameoffice of malzor:
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(2)

c. Determine the date on which such nomination papers shall be made available-

net-bul-us earlier than APril

ad. Make such nomination papers available on the specilted date'

(C01 l4-18/Acts of2018, Chapter 316)

SaidNqm:1!A!i9! papers shall be submitted to the ei@n or

before 4 p.m. on the {o*f+f+hl'lth day prior to the @

election.

(3) An individual may appear en the ballet fsr enly ene (l ) effiee at any prelirninaU;

regul€+orup€eia#ion'

(4{llNomination papers stm+t+e-sign€d-byfor each of the following offices shall require the

specified number of certified signatures of registered voters fureaeh-effiee'.lg!99!-

below in order for a candidate for such office to appear on the election ballot.

a. Mayor, no fewer than five4undred{500) signatures, with no fewer than

twenty+ve-(25) signatures certified from each ward;

b. Councilor at large or school committee member atlarge, no fewer than +we-

nr*n*ee++tf(25 0) si gnatures ; and

c. Ward councilor or ward school committee member, no fewer than enehnndre*

(100) signatures from the ward in which election is sought'

€)GLThe minimum number of certified registered voter signatures reguired to be eligible

for nomination may be changed from time to time by an affirmative vote of no fewer

than seve+(7)! councilors; providcd howcvcr, that such votc shall takc placc no latcr

than March l5th in an), biennial citv election vear and. further that a certified copv of
such vote shall be posted in the city clerk's office and on the official city website.

(6XILAny candidate taking out nomination papers shall be advised of the minimum number

of certified signatures of registered voters required to be eligible for nomination to the

office sought.

(6) The elections department shall complete their certification of all nomination paPer

signatures no later than 47 days prior to the scheduled date of the preliminary election

so that the certified nomination papers can be filed with the city clerk as required by

the General Laws.

(b) Ballot Position

(l) The order in which names of candidates for each office appear on the ballot shall be

determinedby a drawing, by lot, conductedby the @
commissioners at least fory{aq days before the scheduled date of the preliminary

election '

(.2) Notice of the date. time and location of the drawing shall be posted in the office of the

city clerk and on the official city website.
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(3) Such drawinq shall be open to the public.

(c) Determination of Candidates

(1) The twe-(2) persons receiving at a preliminary election the highest number of votes for
nomination for an office shall, except as provided by subsection (d) of this section, be
the sole candidates for that office whose names shall be printed on the official ballot to
be used at the regr*larb:[9aA[al or special city election at which such office is to be
voted upon, and no acceptance of a nomination shall be necessary to its validity.

(2) If @2) or more persons are to be elected to the same office at such rcgularb:jg41ql
or special city election, the several persons equal in number to twice the number so to
be elected receiving at such preliminary election the highest number of votes for
nomination for that office shall, except as provided by subsection (d) of this section,
be the sole candidates for that office whose names shall be printcd on the official
ballot.

(3) If the preliminary election results in a tie vote among candidates for nomination
receiving the lowest number of votes which, but for said tie vote, would entitle a
person receiving the same to have their name printed on the official ballot for the
election, all candidates participating in said tie vote shall have their names printed on
the official ballots, although in consequence thereofthere shall be printed on such
ballots the names of candidates exceeding twice the number to be elected.

(d) Condition Makins Preliminary Unnecessarv

(1) If, at the expiration of the time for filing s+atem€{r+snom DADEI'S ofcandidates to

(2)

be voted for at any preliminary election, not more than twice as many sr*eF
stat€mefl+sgAtdidalgg have been-filed nominarion papers with the ei@Iipql
deparlment for an office as are to be elected to such office:

a. The candidates whose @ have thus been filcd shall
be deemed to have been nominated to said office; and

b. Their names shall be voted on for such office at the succeeding reg$tanbriglaiql
or special city election, as the case may be; and

c. shall not print said names
upon the ballot to be used at said preliminary election and no other nomination
to said office shall be made.

If, in consequence, it shall appear that no names are to be printed upon the official
ballot to be used at any preliminary election in any ward or wards of the city, no
preliminary election shall be held in any such ward or wards.

SECTIONT-4: @ELEcrroN
The regularbpqlal city election shall be held on the fir1't Tuesday following the firl.t Monday in
November in each odd-numbered year.
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SECTION 7-5: BALLOT POSITION' WELECTION
(a) The order in which names of candidates for each office appear on the ballot for each office

shallbedeterminedbyadrawing,bylot,conductedbytheei@
comrnissioners no later lhanl days after the certification of the preliminary election results=-

or if no preliminary election is held. no later than 34 davs prior to the biennial city election.

(b'l Noticc fhc datc- timc and location of drawins shall hc nosted in the ce of fhe citv

clerk and on the official city website.

(axgLSuch drawing shall be open to the public.

SECTION 7-6: NON-PARTISAN ELECTIONS

All elections for city offices shall be non-partisan, and election ballots shall be printed without any

party mark, emblem, or other political designation.
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SECTION 7-7: WARDS

(a) The tenitory of the city shall be divided into six{6) wards by the city clerk so established as
to consist of as nearly an equal number of inhabitants as it is possible to achieve based on
compact and contiguous territory, bounded as far as possible by the center line of known
streets or ways or by other well-defined limits.

(b) Each such ward shall be composed of voting precincts established in accordance with general
laws.

(c) The city council shall from time to time, but at least once in each te*(10) years, review these
wards to insure their uniformity in number of inhabitants.

SECTION 7-8: APPLICATION OF STATE GENERAL LAWS

Except as otherwise expressly provided in this charter and authorized by law, all city elections shall
be governed by the laws of the Commonwealth relating to the right to vote, the regishation of voters,
the nomination of candidates, voting places, the conduct of preliminary, regularbiglnla! and special_
citv elections, the submission of charters, charter amendments and other propositions to the voters,
the counting of votes, the recounting of votes, and the determination of results.
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ARTICLE 8

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION MECHANISMS

SECTION 8-1: FREE PETITION

(a) The city council or the school committee shall hold a public hearing and act with respect to

every petition which is filed with the city clerk and addressed to it--*hi€h-i* signed by ene-

hund+ed{l00) or more voters, and which seeks the passage of a measure.

(b) The hearing shall be held by the city council or the school committee and the action by the

city council or the school committee shall be taken not later than six{6) weeks after the

petition is filed with the city clerk '

(c) Public hearings on tv*e(2) or more petitions filed under this section may be held at the same

time" date and place.

(d) The city clerk shall by electronic or l'Lclass mail

@ to the te+(10|persenspggsn whose @
listed I't on the petition
the public hearing.

of
published by any other means appropriate to inform the general public.

(e) Netiee; by ptrblieatien; ef all sueh hearings shall be at publie expense'

SECTION 8-2: CITIZEN INITIATIVE MEASURES

(a) Commencement

(l) Initiative procedures shall be started by the filing of a proposed initiative petition
("originating pctition") with the city clerk er the seeretary ef the seheol eemmittee.

(2) The petition shall be addressed to the city council or to the school committee, shall

contain a request for the passage of a particular measure which shall be set forth in full
in the petition, and shall be signed by at least +wo+un+rea+f+y{250) voters. At least

fi#cnqrry25) signatures must be certified from each ward'

(3) The orieinatins petition shall be accompanied by an affidavit signed by +en{I0) voters

and containing their residential address identifyins the lead petitioner and stating that

they will constitute the petitioners committee and be responsible for circulating the

petition and filing it in proper form.

(b) Refenal to Citv Solicitor

(1) The city clerk shall, immediately following
receipt of a-p+epesedlhg ldgllatiAg petition, deliver a copy of the petition to the city
solicitor.

(2) The city solicitor shall, within ryI5) days following receipt of a copy of the-

originating petition, in writing, advise the city council or the school committee

whether the measure as proposed may lawfully be proposed by the initiative process
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and whether, in its present form it may be lawfully adopted by the city council or the
school committee.

(3) If the opinion of the city solicitor is that the measure is not in proper form, the reply
shall state the reasons for this opinion, in full.

(4) A copy of the opinion of the city solicitor shall also be r*ailedplqraidgi! to the person
designated as clerk of the petitioners committee.

(c) Submission to Ciry Clerk

(1) If the opinion of the city solicitor is that the orisinatine petition is in a proper form, the
city clerk shall provide blank forms for the use of subsequent signers, and shall print at
the top of each blank petition form a fair, concise surnmary of the proposed measure,
as determined by the city solicitor, together with the names and addresses of the fi+s+
+cn{]'t 10) voters who signed the originating petition.

(2) Within tht#y{30) days following the date the blank forms are issued by the city clerk,
the petitions shall be retumed and filed with the city clerk signed by at least re+
pereent{1096)% of the total number of resistered voters as of the date of the rnesg
reee*lgg|br!9lAfql city election.

(3) Signatures to an initiative petition need not all be on ene{l) paper, but all papers
pertaining to any on<l) measure shall be fastened together and shall be filed as a
single instrument, with the endorsement on it of the name and residence address of the
person designated as filing the same. With each signature on the petition there shall
also appear the street and numberofthe residence ofeach signer.

(4) Within ten{l0) days following the filing of the petirion, the board of election
commissioners shall ascertain by what number of voters the petition has been signed,
and what percentage that number is of the total number of registered voters as of the
date of the @ city election.
(C0l 14-18/Acts of2018, Chapter 316)

(5) The board of election commissioners shall attach to the petition a certificate showing
the results of its examination and shall return the petition to the city clerk, or the
secretary of the school committee, depending on how the petition is addressed.
(C01 l4-18/Acts of2018, Chapter 3 t6)

(6) A copy of the board of election commissioners' certificate shall also be mailed to the
person designated as clerk of the petitioners committee.
(C0l 14-18/Acts of2018, Chapter 316)

(d) Action on Petitions

(1) Within +h+r{Jr{30) days following the date a petition has been returned to the city clerk
or the secretary of the school committee, and after publication under subsection (f), the
city council or the school committee shall act with respect to each initiative petition by
passing it without change, by passing a measure which is stated to be in lieu of the
initiative measure, or by rejecting it. The passage of a measure which is in lieu of an
initiative measure shall be deemed to be a rejection of the initiative measure.

(2) If the city council or the school committee fails to act with respect to any initiativc
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measure which is presented to it within +hirty{3O) days following the date the measure

is returned to it, ttre measure shall be deemed to have been rejected on the +hj++iesh30th

day.

(3) If an initiative measure is rejected, the city clerk or the secretary of the school

committee shall promptly give notice of that fact to the person designated as the clerk

of the petitioners committee, by certified mail.

Suonlementarv Petitions

(l) Within slxry-160) days following the date an initiative petition has been rejected, a

supplemental initiative petition may be filed with the city clerk-er+heseerer"aq6eF+he-

seheel-eer+rnr++ee, but only by persons constituting the original petitioners committee.

(2) The supplemental initiative petition shall be signed by a number of additional voters

which is equal to at least +ve{slper-ee*% of the total number of registered voters as

ofthedateofthe@cityelection,andthesignaturesontheinitial
petition filed under subsection (c), and the signatures on the supplemental petition

filed under this subsection, taken together, shall contain the signatures ofat least

+*een-pereenf(159}%of the total number of legistered voters inas of the date of the

last biennial city election.

(3) If the number of signatures to this supplemental petition is found to be sufficient by

the , the city councif in consultation with
the board of election commissioners. shall call a special election to be held on a date

fixed by it not less than +h*ty(35) nor more than nirle+y(9O) days following the date

of the certificate of the ei that a sufficient

number of voters have signed the supplemental initiative petition and shall submit the

proposed measure, without alteration, to the voters for determination, but if any other

iiry election is to be held within ene+una+eA+v*en+V{120) days following the date of
the certificate, the city council may omit the calling of such special election and cause

the question to appear on the election ballot at the approaching election for
determination by the voters.

Publication

The full text of any initiative measure which is submitted to the voters shall be publs$€djn-al
osted in fun on tne itY website

not less than seven{7@ days preceding the date ofthe election at

which the question is to be voted upon. copies of which shall be available irt the office of the

citv clerk. and - notice of the a and locations at which conies ofthe full text

mav he accessed ll he nrinted in ar least I newsoaoer oflocal circrrlation

e+gee-e+*e-eity+lerk.

(g) Form of Question

The ballots used when voting on a measure proposed by the voters under this section shall

contain a question in substantially the following form:

Shall the following measure which was proposed by an initiative petition take effect?
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(Here insert a fair, concise surnmary prepared by the petitioners, and approved by the city
solicitor.)

o YES
oNO

(h) Time of Taking Effect

If a majority of the votes cast on the question is in the affirmative, the measure shall be
deemed to be effective irnmediately, unless a later date is specified in the measure.
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SECTION 8-3: CITIZEN REFERENDUM PROCEDURES

(a) Petition. Effect on Final Vote

(l) If, within Fnrcn+y-one{21) days following the date on which the city council or the

school committee has voted finally to approve of any measure, a petition signed by a

number of voters equal to at least gryelve-(12|pe+eent% of the total number of
registered voters as ofthe date ofthe @ city election and

addressed to the city council or to the school committee as the case may be, protesting

against the measure or any part of it is filed with the @
ercity clerk, the effective date of such measure shall be temporarily suspended.

(2) The school committee or the city council shall immediately reconsider its vote on the

measure or part of it, and, if the measure is not rescinded, the city council. in

consultation with the board of election commissioners. shall provide for the

submission of the question for a determination by the voters- either at a special

election which it may call at its convenience, or within such time as may be requested

by the school committee, or at the next regt+ta#bignniAl city election, but pending this

submission and determination, the effect of the measure shall continue to be

suspended,

(b) Certain lnitiativg-PrcyiEiquS-ilq :\pply

(1) The petition described in this section shall bc termed a rcferendum petition and the

applicable provisions ofsection 8-2 as they relate to the filing and certification of
signatures shall apply to such referendum petitions, except that the words "measure or

part thereof protested against" shall be deemed to replace the word "measure" and the

word "referendum" shall be deemed to replace the word "initiative"'

(2) The measure or part protested against shall be null and void unhssif a majority of
those voting on the question shall vote ++ve+eiagAi!S1the measure or part protested

against at the election.

SECTION 8-4: INELIGIBLE MEASURES

None of the following shall be subject to the initiative or the referendum procedures:

(a) Proceedings relating to the internal organization or operation of the city council or of the

school committee;

(b) An emergency measure adopted under the charter;

(c) The city budget or the school eemr+itteedepartment portion of the budget as a whole;

(d) Any appropriation for the payment of the city's debt or debt service;

(e) An appropriation of funds to implement a collective bargaining agfeement;

(0 Proceedings relating to the appointment, removal, discharge, employment, promotion,

transfer, demotion, or other personnel action;

(g) Any proceedings repealing or rescinding a measure or part of it which is protested by

referendum procedures ;

(h) Any proceedings providing for the submission or referral to the voters at an election; and

(i) Resolutions and other votes constituting ordinary, routine matters not suitable as the subject

of a referendum petition.
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RECALLSECTION 8-5:

(a) Application

(b)

(c)

(l) Any holder of an elected office in the city, with more than six{6) months remaining tn

thc term of office for which the officer was elected, may be recalled therefrom by the

voters of the city in the manner provided in this section.

(2) No recall petition shall be filed against an officer within six{6) months after taking

office.

Recall Petition

(C0005-1-20/Acts of 2021, Chapter 14)

(1) A recall petition may be initiated by the filing of an affidavit containing the name of
the officer sought to be recalled and a statement ofthe grounds for recall; provided,

however, that the affidavit is signed by no fewer than five*undre4(500) voters for

any officer elected city-wide and no fewer than *ree+un*ea{:00) voters for any

officer elected Sy ward. which affidavit shall identify a lead petitioner for pumoses of
the recall.

(2) The city clerk shall thereupon detivefCIAkg 3yqilablg to said voters making the

affidavit, copies of petition btanks demanding such recall, copies of which printed

forms the city clerk shall keep available.

a. Such blanks shall be issued by the city clerk, with signature and official seal

attached thereto.

b. Such blanks shall be dated, addressed to the city council and contain the names

of all-the per^'€n+'I:!! slglafQlig! to @, the

number of blanks so issued, the name of the person whose recall is sought, the

office from which removal is sought and the grounds of recall as stated in the

affidavit.

(3) A copy of the petition shall be entered in a record book to be kept in the office of the

city clerk.

(4) The recall petition shall be returned and filed with the city clerk within +w€nry-ei€hl

eD30 days after the filing of the affidavit, and shall have been signed for offices

elected city-wide by no fewer than twenry per eent (2096)15% of the total of
registered voters of the city city-widcCle9!9!
and for offices electecl by ward. no fewer than @ of the ttltal

number of registered voters of the ward
biennial election. The city clerk shall immediately submit the petition to the board

of election commissioners, and the commission shall, within f;#€{5) working days,

certiS thereon the number of signatures that are names of voters.

(C0l l4-18/Acts of 2018, Chapter 316)

Recall Election

(1)Ifthepetitionshallbefoundandcertifiedbythe@
44
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comtnissioners to be sufficient, the eiff-ekxkboard of electio shall
submit the same with such certificate to the city eeunerlqlglk within fiv€{5) working
days; and written or actual notice of the

to the officer sought to be recalled-ang+*+;
if the officer does not resign within five{s) days thereafter, the city council. following
consultation with the board of election commissioners. shall order an45psEi4llggqll

. election to be held on a date fixed by
no more than ninety{9O) days after the date of the ei@
commissioner's certificate that a sufficient petition has been filed; provided, however,
that if any other city election is to occur within €nc+rndred$f+y{l50) days after the
date of the certificate, the city council shall postpone the holding of the recall election
to the date ofsuch other election.

@ If a vacancy occurs in said office after a recall election has been ordered, the election
shall not proceed as provided in this section,

(d) Office Holder

(1) The incumbent shall continue to perform the duties of the office until the recall
election.

(2) If said incumbent is not recalled, the incumbent shall continue in office for the
remainder ofthe unexpired term subject to recall as before.

(3) If recalled, the officer shall be deemed removed and the office vacant.a 
#ililffii T:xTi'ffiiJJl*'.i?*'lil;i1',:""ffi:iJJn;T,fl:"J"'-^

b. A person chosen to fiIl the vacancy caused by such recall shall hold office until
the next re€ukrbigld4l city election.

c' Should the person be a candidate in the subsequent election, he-er--shelhgy will
not be allowed to have "candidate for re-election" appear on the ballot at such
election.

(") Ballot Proposition

The form of the question to be voted upon shall be substantially as follows:-

"Shall fhere insert the name and title of the elective officer whose recall is sought] be
recalled?"

o YES
oNO

If a majority of the votes cast upon the question of recall is in the affirmative, such elected
officer shall be recalled.

(0 Reoeat of Recall

In the case ofan officer subjected to a recall election and not recalled thereby, no recall
petitionshallbefiledagainstsuchofficeruntilatleast@70)daysafter
the election at which the officer's recall was submitted to the voters of the city.

(g) Office Holder Recalled

45
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No person who has been recalled from an offrce or who has resigned from offrce while recall
proceedings were pending against such person, shall be appointed to any city office or
position of employment within fi#e(2) years after such recall or such resignation.
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SECTION 8-6: REQUIRED VOTER PARTICPATION
(C0005-l -20lActs of 2021, Chapter l4)

(a) For any measure to be effective under any initiative procedure and for any measure to be
declared null and void under any referendum procedure, no fewer than +wenfinpercen+-

@W15%of the total number of registered voters as of the @
city election shall vote at an election that includes on the ballot submission of at least on€{l)
initiative or referendum questions to the voters.

(b) For any recall election to be effective, for those offices elected city-wide. no fewer than

@ of the total number of resistered voters in the city as of the mes+

@cityelection and forthose
officcs clcctcd by ward. no fewer than @ of the total numbcr of
registered voters in the ward as of the @ city election in-+he-waC

@shall vote in such recall election.

SECTIONS-7: SUBMISSIONOFOTHER@TOVOTERS
The city council may of its own motion, and shall, at the request of the school committee if a measure
originates with that body and pertains to affairs under its jurisdiction, submit to the voters at any
regutarhigrrrri4l city election for adoption or rejection any measure in the same manner and with the
same force and effect as are hereby provided for submission by petitions of voters.

SECTION 8-8: CONFLICTING PROVISIONS

If twe{2) or more measures passed at the same election contain conflicting provisions, only the ene-
(1) receiving the greatest number of affirmative votes shall take effect.
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ARTICLE 9
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 9-l: CHARTER CHANGES

This charter may be replaced, revised or amended in accordance with any procedure made available

under the state constitution, or by statutes enacted in accordance with the state constitution.

SECTION 9.2: SEVERABILITY

(a) The provisions ofthis charter are severable.

(b) Ifany provision ofthis charter is held invalid the otherprovisions shall not be affected by this

holding.

(c) If the application of this charter, or any of its provisions, to any person or circumstance is held

invalid, the application of the charter and its provisions to other persons and circumstances

shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION 9-3: SPECIFIC PROVISION TO PREVAIL

To the extent that any specific provision of this charter shall conflict with any provision expressed in
general terms, the specific provision shall prevail.

SECTION 9-4: RULES AND REGULATIONS

(a) A copy of all rules and regulations adopted by any city agency shall be placed on file in the

office ofthe city clerk and shall be available for review by any person who requests such

information at any reasonable time.

(b) Unless an emergency exists as determined by the mayor, no rule or regulation adopted by any

city agency shall become effective until fi+e-(5) days following the date it is so filed.
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SECTION 9-5: PERIODIC REVIEW OF ORDINANCES

(a) Not later than the Sr1't day of July, at ten-(I0|year intervals, in each year ending in a five.
(5)6, the mayor and city council shall provide for a review to be made of the ordinances of the
city for the purpose of preparing a proposed revision or recodification of them, without
substantive change.

(b) This review shall be made by a spccial committee to consist of n+ne{9) members, s+*{6) of
whom shall be appointed by the city council president and three-(3) of whom shall be
appointed by the mayor.

(l) At least +wo{2) of the persons appointed by the city council president shall be
members of the city council and all of the remaining members shall be voters of the
city.

(c) The special committee shall file its report with the city clerk not later than the ful't day of
May in the year following the year in which the committee is appointed.

(d) The recommendations of the special committee shall appear on the city council agenda for
action before the fifteen+hlf day of June in that year and,if not so scheduled by itre city clerk
the matter shall come before the city council for action at its next meeting held following the
fif+c€ntt{tl day of June, and no other business shall be in order until the report has been
acted upon, by roll call vote.

(e)

(D

(h)

(e)

The city solicitor shall serve as an advisor to the special committee.

A revision, recodification or republication of the ordinances shall be made at ten{l0) year
intervals.

Copies of the revision, recodification or republication shall be made available to the public at
a cost not to exceed the actual cost ofthe reproduction.

In each year between these reenactments, an annual supplement shall be printed which shall
contain all ordinances and amendments to ordinances adopted in the preceding year.

SECTION 9-6: PERIODIC REVIEW OF CHARTER

(a) Not later than the f;rl't day of July, at te+(I0|year intervals, in each year ending in a feur-
(4)Q the mayor and city council shall provide for a review to be made of the city charter.

(b) This review shall be made by a special committee to consist of n+ne-(9) members.

(l) Fout{4) members shall be appointed by the city council president, tw€{2) of whom
shall be members of the city council and +we-(Z) of wnom snatt Ue vot
h"+ "h^ll -^+ L^ ^ annninfnrl ^f{:!^^*. lnrrnnc of thc nifrror

(l)(Zl S memUers snan of whom shall be voters of the city but
shall not be elected or appointed officers or employees of the city.

(c) The special committee shall file its report with the city clerk, not later than the firl't day of
May in the year following the year in which the committee is appointed.

(d) The recommendations of the special committee shall appear on the city council's agenda for
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action before the f,fteen+h!5h day of June in that year and if not so scheduled by the city clerk

the matter shall come before the city council for action at its next meeting held following the

@1dayofJune,andnootherbusinessshallbeinorderuntilsuchreporthasbeen
acted upon, by roll call vote.

SECTIONg.T: UNIFORMPROCEDURESGOVERNINGMULTIPLE.MEMBER
BODIES

(a) Meetings

(1) All appointed multiple member bodies of the city shall meet regularly at the times and

places that they by their own rules prescribe.

(2) Special meetings of any multiple member body shall be held on the call of the

chairman or by ene-third{l3)!:of the members of the body by written notice

delivered in hand or to the place of residence of each member at least fff!re+gh+{a$-
weekday hours in advance of the time set, which shall contain notice of the subjects to

be acted upon. A copy of the notice shall also be posted in accordance with law.

(3) Except as may otherwise be authorized by law, all meetings of all multiple member

bodies shall at all times be open to the public.

(b) Rules and Journals

(1) Each appointed multiple member body shall determine its own rules and order of
business and shall provide for keeping ajournal ofits proceedings'

(2) These rules and journals shall be a public record, and certified copies shall be placed

on file in the office of the city clerk and in the Everett Public Library.

(c) Voting

If requested by any member, any vote of any appointed multiple member body shall be taken

by a call of the roll and the vote of each member shall be recorded in the journal, but if the

vote is unanimous, only that fact need be recorded.

(d) Ouorum

(1)Amajorityofthe@ofanappointedmultiplememberbody
shall constitute a quorum.

(2) Unless some other provision is made by laW-St the multiple member body's own rules

while a quorum is present, @ majority of +he*trll-

@hose members Dresent and voting shall be required to vote on

any matter representing an exercise of the powers of the multiple member body;an*

SECTION 9.8: NUMBER AND GENDER

Words importing the singular number may extend and be applied to several persons or things; words

importingthepluralnumbermayincludethesingular;andwordsimporting@
gender shall be interpreted to include @.
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SECTION 9-9: REFERENCES TO GENERAL LAWS

All references to General Laws contained in the charter refer to the General Laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and are intended to refer to and to include any amendments or
revisions to such chapters or sections or to the corresponding chapters and sections ofany
realrangement, revision or recodification ofsuch statutes enacted or adopted subsequent to the
adoption of this charter.

SECTION 9-10: COMPUTATION OF TIME
(a) In computing time under this charter, the day of the act or event after which the designated

period of time begins to run shall not be included.

(b) The last day of the period shall be included, unless it is a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, in
which event the period shall be extended to the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday or
legal holiday unless otherwise provided by law.

(c) When the period of time designated is less than s€veft{7) days, intcrmediate Saturdays,
Sundays and legal holidays shall not be included, when the period is sever+{) days or more,
every day shall be counted.

SECTION 9-11: OATH oF OFFICE oF MAyoR, cITy couNCIL, AND scHool,
COMMITTEE

eetrneit eteet t+re seUeet eernnrlttee nremU

nd be sweffi te the ft
(b)tal_+heoathfne oatfr of omce for tn may be

administered by the city clerk, the assistant city clerk, or by any person qualified to take oaths
or affirmations.

@(U)-A certihcate that the oath or oaths have been taken shall be entered in the journal of the city
council.

(d)GLIn case of the absence of the mayor-elect or any members-elect of the city council or school
committee on the day the oath of office is administered, the oath may at any time thereafter be
administered to those persons by the city clerk, the assistant city clerk or by any person
qualified to take oaths or affirmations. A certificate of each oath subsequently taken shall be
entered in the journal of the city council.

Ftesid#uri'lg tlre eleetien lf t,we (2) er more members are equally senier in eentinueus years
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ag€+ha+tpresids
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SECTION 9-12: CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION ORAPPOINTMENT
(a) Every person who is elected, including those elected by the city council, or appointed to an

office of the city, shall receive a certificate of such election or appointment from the city
clerk.

(b) Except as otherwise provided by law, every person who is elected, including those elected by
the city council, or appointed to an office of the city before performing any act under this
appointment or election, shall take and subscribe to an oath to qualifu to enter upon the duties.

(c) A record ofthis oath shall be kept by the city clerk.

SECTION 9-13: LIMITATION ON OFFICE IIOLDING
(a) Unless otherwise allowed by law or this charter, no person shall simultaneously hold more

than ene-(l) full-time city office or position of employment.

(b) Any hours worked in any part-time position shall not be the same or otherwise conflict with
the hours worked in a full-time position.
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SECTION 9-14: ENFORCEMENT OF CHARTER PROVISIONS

(a) It shall be the duty of the mayor to see that the charter is faithfully followed and complied

with by all city agencies and city employees.

(b) Whenever it appears to the mayor that any city agency or city employee is failing to follow
any provision of this charter, the mayor shall, in writing, cause notice to be given to that

agency or employee directing compliance with the charter.

(c) If it shall appear to the city council that the mayor personally is not following the provisions

of the chartel, the city council shall, by resolution, direct the attention of the mayor to those

areas in which the city council believes there is a failure to comply with charter provisions.

(d) The procedures made available in chapter 23lA of the General Laws may be used to

determine the rights, duties, status or other legal relations arising under this charter, including

any question of construction or validity which may be involved in such determination.

SECTION 9-15: FELONY CONVICTION

GI-Anv oerson wtro tras Ueen fin

PPfifion for" or serve

(b) Anv elecfed official who heen finallv convicted nf n stafe nr federal fe shrll be

ln

elective or appointive office or position under the city.
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ARTICLE 10

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 10-1: CONTINUATION OF EXISTING LAWS
(a) All general laws, special laws, city ordinances, and rules and regulations of or pertaining to

Everett, including special acts creating regional entities and arrangements of which the ;ity is
a membero that are in force when this charter or any amendments thereto takes effect, and not
specifically or by implication repealed by this charter or any amendments thereto, shall
continue in full force and effect until amended or repealed, or rescinded by law, or until they
expire by their own limitation.

(b) In any case in which the provisions of this charter are found to be inconsistent with the
provisions of any general or special law that would otherwise be applicable, the provisions of
this charter shall be deemed to prevail.

(c) Every inconsistency between the prior law and this charter shall be decided in favor of this
charter.

sEcrIoN 10-2: €ONTTNUATIoN oF cevERs.{+\{pNT {ND ADMINTSTTL{JFIoN

iry+g€n€y,.

coRIrs+ND'PRoPERTY

twhatseeYef efan tyagel.ey; erp@
dutie^ ef whieh are assigned ir whole er in pa* to another e,ty ageney, ihall be transferredi@

SF€TION l0 4: EFFECT ON OBLIGATIONS, TAXES, ETC.

All official bonds, recognizances, obligations, contracts, and other instruments entered into or
executed by or to the city before the adoption of this charter or amendments thereto, and all taxes,
assessments, fines, penalties, forfeitures, incurred or imposed, due or owing to the city, shall be
enforced and collected, and all writs, prosecutions, actions and causes ofaclion, 

"*."pt 
as otherwise

provided in this charter, shall continue without abatement and remain unaffected by the charter; and
no legal act done by or in favor ofthe city shall be rendered invalid by reason ofthe adoption ofthis
charter.
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SECTION 10-51: DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN SPECIAL LAWS

(a) Certain Special Laws Recognized and Retained

The following special acts are hereby retained:

(1) Chapter 417 of theActs of 1991 relative to the police chief;

(2) Chapter 86 of the Acts of 1933 relative to the fire chief;

(3) Chapter 33 of the Acts of 1989 relative to the auditor;

(4) Chapter 73 of the Acts of 1982 relative to the development and financial corporation;

(5) Chapter 133 of the Acts of 1990 relative to the economic development and industrial

corporation,

(6) Chapter 308 of the Acts of 1988 relative to licensing of establishments with pool

tables;

(7) Chapter 3 I 8 of the Acts of 1988 relative to a general liability insurance fund;

(8) Chapter 423 of the Acts of 2002 relative to retiree health insurance;

(9) Chapter 60 of the Acts of 1939 relative to the laying out of public ways; and

(10) Chapter 24 of the Acts of 2008 relative to special police officers.

(b) Certain Special Laws Recognized and Retained. in part

The following special acts relating to the organization of the city's govemment are recognized

and retained in part as follows:

(1) So much of Chapter 432 of the Acts of 1962 creating a purchasing department;

(2) Chapter 453 of the Acts of 1990 relative to the board of park commissioners;i

(3) Chapter 115 of the Acts of 2001 providing for an Executive Director of City Services;;

and

(4) Chapter 332 of the Acts of 2010 creating an inspectional services department.

These acts shall remain in effect only until such time as the mayor may aclto modifu
provisions contained in these acts pursuant to Article 5 of this charter.

ofeharter-adepti€ft

(l ) 'l'he building inspeeter pursuant te €hapter 5 I 8 ef the Aets ef I 920;

t
(4) The eity elerk and assistant eib' eler* pursuant to ehapter 8 ef tlre Aets ef 1926i and

(d)fct Certain gonowing
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The following special acts which authorized the city to borrow certain sums of money, for
certain pu{poses, are hereby recognized and retained:

(1) Chapter 455 of the Acts of 1998; and

(2|-Chapter 309 of the Acts of 2002.

ating te vaeaneies;

rnayerh+efi*i

isnq

muruerpa@;

setsee+eerun+t+ee;

(8) €hapter 259 ef tlre Aets of l9 19 relating te ef{iee helding; and
(9) ehapte- 308 ef the Aets ef l9'7 relat:ng te initiative petition,

sehedttle*

the-heme-+u+e-eha*er

ies-
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puryese ef preperi
them inte eenfermity with the previsiens ef this ehrter andte fully implement the previsiens

eern*nittee shall subrnit a repert; rvith reeenrmendations; rvithin ene (l) year fellewing its

ereatien and may submit interim reperts n'ith reeemmendatiens at any time' The eity selieiter;

eemmitfeer

(6) Ne later than September 201 l, the mayer shall premulgate a series of administrative erders

seetien-S-l=

(7) Fe*hrvith fellerving the 2013 munieipal eleetien; the persens eleeted as members ef the eity

eeuneil shall meet fer the sele purpese ef revierving and revising pelieies and preeedt#es;

n*tes; ef interim rul

rules, sueh meetin

tepies identified here, The eity elerk shall serve as an adviser te the eity eeuneil eleet in this

endeave*

veting plaees, divide the eity inte six (6) equal veting distriets; er; as nearly equal as

eeufteilor shall be eleeted frern eaeh sueh ward; based on the eity's rnost resent

eeuneilers shall be eleeted frem the eity at large,

(9) Until sueh tirne as anether salary is established in aeeerdanee n'ith the previsions ef this

eleetien at whieh this eharter is adepted, Until sueh tirne as another salary is established in

next feilewlng the e

( l0) No later than May l, 2014, the eity eouneil shall premulgate an ordinanee providing for a

empkry€€s-€f+h€€t+f

(l l) The mayer and the beard ef aldermen and eommen eeuneil; in effiee at time this eharter is

*re' autherity to adept measnres that elariff; eenfirm; er extend any ef the trmsitienal

(9(2) So ffiHeh ef &is ehafte
voters, lrovisisns relatkrg te-the eleetion efthe eity eeuneil shall take effeet for the
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Charter Standardization Chanses

Section 2-l l(b) is hereby further amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word

"biennial";

Section 3-1(b) is hereby amended by deleting the current version of the subsection in its entirety

and replacing it with the following new version:

(l) The term of office of the mayor shall be 4 years.

(2) The term shall run from the l't business day of January succeeding their election,

and until their successor has been qualified.

(3) The mayor shall be sworn into office no later than January 7 at 8:00 p.m., at a

time and place as shall be designated by the city clerk'

Section 3-9(a)(2) is hereby amended by changing the first occutrence of the word "regular" to

the word "biennial";

Section 3-9(a)(2) is hereby further amended by changing the second occurence of the word

'oregular" to the phrase "biennial city";

Section 3-9(c)(3) is hereby amended by replacing the word "regular" with the phrase "biennial

city";

Section a-6@)(2) is hereby amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word "biennial";

Section a-6(a)(5) is hereby amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word "biennial";

Section 4-6(b)(2) is hereby amended by replacing the word "regilar" with the phrase "biennial

city";

Section 5-1 (e) is hereby amended by deleting the existing subsection in its entirety and replacing

it with the following new version of the subsection:

(e) Whenever the mayor proposes an administrative order, the city council shall hold 1 or

more public hearings on the proposal for which notice shall be provided no less l0 days

prior thereto by posting the fulltext of the proposal and a summary thereof on the official
city website, and publishing notice in at least 1 local newspaper of the time, date and

place of the public hearing with information about how to receive a copy of the full
proposal.

Section 6-a @) is hereby amended by deleting the existing subsection in its entirety and replacing

it with the following new version of the subsection:

(a) Public Hearing

The city council shall provide notice of the availability of the entire proposed operating

budget no less than 14 days prior to the public hearing thereon, by posting on the official
city website the time, date and place of the public hearing and the full text of the

proposed operating budget and a summary thereof and publishing notice in I or more

local newspapers of the time, date and place of the public hearing with information about

how to receive a copy of the full proposed operating budget.
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Section 6-5 is hereby amended by replacing all occurrences of the phrase "capitalimprovement
program" to the phrase "capital improvement plan"

Section 6-5 (b) is hereby amended by deleting the existing subsection in its entirety and
replacing it with the following new version of the subsection:

(b) Public hearing

The city council shall provide notice of the availability of the capital improvement plan
no less than 14 days prior to the public hearing thereon by posting on the official city
website the time, date and place of the public hearing and the full text of the proposed
capital improvement plan and a summary thereof; and publishing notice in at least 1 local
newspaper of the time, date and place of the public hearing with information about how
to receive a copy of the full proposed capital improvement plan. Such public hearing
may, but need not, be scheduled simultaneously with the public hearing on the proposed
operating budget.

Section 7-3(c)(l) is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "regular or special" with the phrase
"biennial or special city";

Section 7-3(c)(2) is hereby amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word "biennial";

Section 7-3(dxl)b. is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "regular or special" with the
phrase "biennial or special city";

Section 7-4 is hereby amended by replacing the word "REGULAR" with the phrase "BIENNIAL
CITY" in the section's title;

Section 7-4 is hereby amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word "biennial";

Section 7-5 is hereby amended by replacing the word "REGULAR" with the phrase "BIENNIAL
CITY" in the section's title;

Section 7-5(a) is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase o'or if no preliminary election is
held, no later than 34 days prior to the biennial city election" after the word 'results";

Section 7-8 is hereby amended by replacing the phrase "regular and special" with the phrase
"biennial and special city";

Section 8-1(b) is hereby amended by inserting the word " public" between the words 'othe" and "
hearing";

Section 8- I (b) is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase "or the secretary of the school
committee";

Section 8-1(c) is hereby amended by inserting the word "Public " atlhe beginning of the
subsection;

Section 8- 1 (c) is hereby further amended by inserting the word " , date" between the words
"time" and "and"

Section 8-l(d) is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following new version of the
subsection";
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(a) The city clerk shall by electronic or I't-class mail provide to the person whose name is

listed I't on the petition notice of the time, date and place of the public hearing,

Section 8-l(e) is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following new version of the

subsection":

(e) Notice of the public hearing generally shall be provided by posting on the official city
website no later thanT days prior thereto the time, date and place of the public hearing

and the full text of the proposed measure and at the discretion of the city clerk or city
council, posted or published by any other means appropriate to inform the general public.

Section 8-2(c)(2) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "most recent" with the

phrase "last biennial";

Section 8-2(e)(l) is hereby amended by deleting the phrase " or the secretary of the school

committee";

Section 8-2(e)(2) is hereby amended by inserting the word " registered" between the first

occurrence of the words "of'and "voters";

Section 8-2(e)(2) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "most recent" with the

phrase "last biennial";

Section 8-2(e)(2) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "of the total number of
voters in the city" with the phrase "of the total number of registered voters as of the date of the

last biennial city election";

Section 8-2(e)(3) is hereby amended by replacing both occuffences of the phrase "city clerk'

with the phrase "board of election commissionets";

Section 8-2(e)(3) is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase ", in consultation with the

"board of election commissioners," between the words "council" and "shall";

Section 8-3(a)(l) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "most recent regular" with

the phrase "last biennial";

Section 8-3(a)(2) is hereby amended by inserting the phrase ", in consultation with the board of
election commissioners," between the words 'ocouncil" and "shall";

Section 8-5(c)(l) is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its entirety and replacing it
with the following new version of the subsection:

(1) If the petition shall be found and certified by the board of election commissioners

to be sufficient, the board of election commissioners shall submit the same with

such certificate to the city clerk within 5 working days and provide written or

actual notice of the certified petition to the officer sought to be recalled; if the

officer does not resign within 5 days thereafter, the city council, following

consultation with the board of election commissioners, shall order a special recall

election to be held on a date fixed by it no more than 90 days after the date of the

board of election commissioner's certificate that a sufficient petition has been

filed; provided, however, that if any other city election is to occur within 150 days
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after the date of the certificate, the city council shall postpone the holding of the
recall election to the date ofsuch other election.

Section 8-5(dx3)b. is hereby amended by replacing the word "regularoowith the word "biennial";

Section 8-6(a) is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase "total number of registered"
between the first occlurence of the words "the" and "voters,';

Section 8-6(a) is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase "most recent regular" with the
phrase "last biennial";

Section 8-6(b) is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its entirety and replacing it with
the following new version of the subsection:

(a) For any recall election to be effective, for those offices elected city-wide, no fewer than
l5Yo of the total number of registered voters in the city as of the last biennial city
election, and for those offices elected by ward, no fewer than L5o/o of the total number of
registered voters in the ward as of the last biennial city election shall vote in such recall
election.

section 8-7 is hereby amended by replacing the word "MATTERS" with the word
"MEASURES" in the section's title;

Section 8-7 is hereby fuither amended by replacing the word "regular" with the word "biennial";
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Item Number 3

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Other Items for Consideration

Beginning of Term - CounciliMayor/S chool Committee

School Committee Chairman - Elected Only After Election

School Committee Vice Chair - Elected Only After Election

Capital Improvement Plan Approval Date

Year for the Review of the Ordinances
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Item Number 5

Dear City Cterk Cornetio:

ln accordance with Section 9-6 of the Everett City Charter ("Charter"), please find enctosed
herewith the report of the Everett Charter Review Committee ("Committee"). As you are
aware, the Committee has been working ditigentty since the summe r of 2024 in order to
conduct the periodic review of the Charter that is required by Section 9-6. The attached
report outtines those areas where the Committee has approved recommended changes for
consideration by the Everett City Councit .

As the Committee's work is now complete, I do want to thank the members for their
diligence and professionalism in serving the peopte of Everett. Those members are
Councitor Guerline Atcy Jabouin, Committee Vice Chair Fred Capone, Darren Costa, Rosa
DiFlorio, James Mastrocota, Kathteen Parker, David Preti, and David Senatitaka. Their
insights have been invatuable throughout this process,

I atso want to thank the City Councit staff who were involved in assisting atong the way, and
I want to particutarty thank Research Anatyst David Ftood who served as Cterk to the
committee, as wetl as yourself for hetping guide this process throughout.

Very truly yours,

RobertVan Campen

Chair, Everett Charter Review Committee
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