MEETING MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026 7:00 PM

EVERETT CITY HALL, 484 BROADWAY, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3RD FLOOR
EVERETT, MA 02149

ROLL CALL

Members Present

Guerline Alcy Jabouin, Michele Capone, Anthony DiPierro, Holly Garcia, Stephanie
Martins, Wayne Matewsky, Vivian Nguyen, Peter Pietrantonio, Katy Rogers, Stephanie
Smith

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

COMMUNICATIONS FROM HIS HONOR THE MAYOR
1. C0139-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting confirmation of the promotion of Lieutenant Eric Keller to the rank
of Captain for the Everett Fire Department.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Anthony DiPierro

SECONDER: Holly Garcia

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy Jabom_Jin, Capone, Di.Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

2. C0140-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting confirmation of the appointment of Kristin Foote to the position of
Director of Elections for the City of Everett for a term not to exceed three (3) years,
commencing on June 8, 2026 and ending on June 8, 2029
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Items 2 and 3 were taken collectively and referred to the Legislative Affairs committee.

MOTION: Refer

MOVER: Holly Garcia
SECONDER: Katy Rogers
RESULT: Passed [0 TO 0]
AYES:

NAYS:

AWAY:

3. C0141-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting confirmation of the appointment of Thomas E. Abruzzese to the
City of Everett Zoning Board of Appeals for a term not to exceed five (5) years,
commencing on June 8, 2026 and ending on June 8, 2031.

MOTION: Refer

MOVER: Holly Garcia
SECONDER: Katy Rogers
RESULT: Passed [0 TO 0]
AYES:

NAYS:

AWAY:

4. C0142-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting confirmation of the reappointment of Ophny Jean- Francois to the
City of Everett Elections Commission for a term not to exceed four (4) years,
commencing on June 8, 2026 and ending June 8, 2030.

Items 4 and 5 were taken collectively and passed unanimously after the Council rules
were suspended.

MOTION: Favorable Action
MOVER: Anthony DiPierro
SECONDER: Holly Garcia
RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: Alcy Jabouin, Capone, DiPierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
i Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky
NAYS:

AWAY:

5. C0143-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting confirmation of the reappointment of Brian A. McCarthy to the City
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of Everett Elections Commission for a term not to exceed four (4) years, commencing
on June 8, 2026 and ending June 8, 2030.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Anthony DiPierro

SECONDER: Holly Garcia

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy JabOl:Iin, Capone, Di.Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

6. C0144-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting confirmation of the reappointment of Jay Holt to the Everett Public
Works Commission / Glenwood Cemetery Commission for a term not to exceed three
(3) years, commencing on June 8, 2026 and ending on June 8, 2029

Items 6 through 10 were taken collectively. Councilor Garcia acknowledged that some
members were present in the audience and thanked them for attending. All five
reappointments were confirmed.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Holly Garcia

SECONDER: Stephanie Martins

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy JabOL_Jin, Capone, Di_Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

7. C0145-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting confirmation of the reappointment of Ednard Micelin to the City of
Everett Library Board of Trustees for a term not to exceed three (3) years,
commencing on June 8, 2026 and ending on June 8, 2029.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Holly Garcia

SECONDER: Stephanie Martins

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy JabOL_Jin, Capone, Di_Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

8. C0146-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President
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An order requesting confirmation of the reappointment of Eleanor Gayhart to the City
of Everett Library Board of Trustees for a term not to exceed three (3) years,
commencing on June 8, 2026 and ending on June 8, 2029.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Holly Garcia

SECONDER: Stephanie Martins

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: Alcy Jabouin, Capone, DiPierro, Garcia, Martins, Matewsky,
; Nguyen, Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith

NAYS:

AWAY:

9. C0147-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting confirmation of the reappointment of Carol Dello Russo to the
Council on Aging for a term not to exceed three (3) years, commencing on June 8,
2026 and ending on June 8, 2029.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Holly Garcia

SECONDER: Stephanie Martins

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy JabOL_Jin, Capone, Di_Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

10. C0148-26 Appointment/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting confirmation of the reappointment of Josephine Navarra to the
Council on Aging for a term not to exceed three (3) years, commencing on June 8,
2026 and ending on June 8, 2029.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Holly Garcia

SECONDER: Stephanie Martins

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy JabOL_Jin, Capone, Di.Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

11. C0149-26 Order/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting approval to accept and expend a grant of $13,000.00 from SAFE
grant.
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Items 11 through 14 were taken collectively and all grants were approved.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Anthony DiPierro

SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy Jabogin, Capone, Di-Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

12. C0150-26 Order/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting approval to accept and expend a grant of $200,000.00 from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the Commercial Triangle Design Project.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Anthony DiPierro

SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy Jabogin, Capone, Di.Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

13. C0151-26 Order/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting approval to accept and expend a grant of $10,000.00 from the
Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism for the FIFA Watch Party.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Anthony DiPierro

SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy Jabogin, Capone, Di.Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

14. C0152-26 Order/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting approval to accept and expend a grant of $120,600.00 from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Community Compact Cabinet (CCC) Information
Technology grant program for the utilization of GIS-based infrastructure asset

management.
[MOTION: Favorable Action
MOVER: Anthony DiPierro
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15.

16.

SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]
Alcy Jabouin, Capone, DiPierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,

UL Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky
NAYS:

AWAY:

C0153-26 Order/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting approval to accept and expend a donation of $1,000.00 donation
from the Carmen A. Schiavo Association to support Veteran Affairs.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Anthony DiPierro

SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy Jaboqin, Capone, DilPierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

C0154-26 Order/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

A resolution requesting that the City Council receive/review an informational
presentation regarding the design for the renovation of Everett Square Park.

Ms. Lamboy explained the background, noting the redesign was previously designed
in 2024 and a community meeting was held this spring with valuable feedback from
council members, residents, and businesses. The plan involves turning School Street
into a 90-degree intersection to slow traffic and claim more space for park use.

Key changes proposed include: moving the bus stop closer to the intersection to allow
more trees in front of the library and preserve parking; creating a right turn pocket onto
School Street; options for a contemporary bus shelter design with internal lights and
glass; fixed seating in the Grove at Norwood Street area with concrete triangles with
internal lighting; ensuring adequate space for outdoor dining abutting buildings with 8
feet for seating and 4 feet for walking.

Regarding the 2024 water feature design, community feedback questioned winter
maintenance. The new option replaces the water feature with five additional trees and
a wood platform that could serve as a stage for small events.

Councilor Garcia asked if the money could be allocated toward helping businesses
update their storefronts. Ms. Lamboy noted the funding is already allocated with the
majority from outside grants and approximately $1 million in city money. If the project
doesn't move forward, approximately $1.5 million in grant money could be lost.

Councilor DiPierro expressed support for redeveloping the square, noting he
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supported the prior administration's plan and is glad to see it continued with minor
changes.

Councilor Jabouin asked if the bus shelters would be heated; Ms. Lamboy said not
planned but would check on options.

Councilor Nguyen asked about public restroom infrastructure, noting the Everett
Square proposal is uniquely suited due to foot traffic, lighting, and visibility. Ms.
Lamboy thanked her for the thought.

Councilor Pietrantonio asked about deadlines for grant money; Council President
Smith stated December 31st this year.

Motion to accept the communication for the record.

MOTION: Favorable Action
MOVER: Anthony DiPierro
SECONDER: Katy Rogers
RESULT: Passed [0 TO 0]
AYES:

NAYS:

AWAY:

PETITIONS AND LICENSES

17. C0136-26 Petition/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

A petition requesting approval to issue a special one-day alcoholic beverage license
to the Everett Public Schools to serve beer and wine at a post graduation reception
occurring on June 3, 2026 from 6:00 PM — 10:00 PM at Everett Stadium

Items 17 and 18 were taken out of order and collectively. Councilor Garcia moved for
favorable action contingent on the approval of the license commission at their June 1st
meeting, seconded by Councilor Martins.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Holly Garcia

SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy Jabom_Jin, Capone, DilPierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:
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AWAY:

18. C0137-26 Petition/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

A petition requesting approval to issue a special one-day alcoholic beverage license
to Saint Anthony's Parish to serve beer and wine at a fundraiser occurring on June 6,
2026 from 3:00 PM - 11:00 PM at The Meadows park

MOTION: Favorable Action
MOVER: Holly Garcia
SECONDER: Stephanie Martins
RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: Alcy Jabouin, Capone, DiPierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
’ Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky
NAYS:

AWAY:

COMMITTEE REPORTS
19. C0120-26 Order/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting approval to appropriate by borrowing the amount of
$4,000,000.00 for the modernization of the Everett Public Schools Network
Infrastructure

Items 19 and 21 were taken out of order and collectively. The clerk noted both items
had been in committee and referred out with favorable action.

MOTION: Favorable Action
MOVER: Anthony DiPierro
SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [9 TO 1]

Capone, DiPierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen, Pietrantonio, Rogers,

A= Smith, Matewsky
NAYS: Alcy Jabouin
AWAY:

20. C0007-26 Ordinance/s/ Councilor Katy L. Rogers, Councilor Vivian Nguyen,
Councilor Stephanie Martins

An ordinance amending Section 37 (Everett Docklands Innovation District (‘EDID”)) of
the city’s Zoning Ordinance to add data center restrictions

Councilor Rogers reminded the council that the item as originally written was to
prohibit data centers entirely, which was put on the agenda in February. Since then, it
was sent to the planning board which unanimously voted on a favorable
recommendation with tighter recommendations and guidelines.
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21.

22.

Council President Smith stated she had done research and the definition of data
center versus server room is not clear. She noted the small to medium size allowed is
still very large, citing research that actual companies in Boston have data centers
1/12th the size being proposed. She stated there need to be more restrictions.

Councilor Martins clarified for the public that this is not a vote on a specific data center
project but rather changing zoning to limit uses.

Councilor Pietrantonio commended Councilor Rogers for her hard work but
suggested putting it back in committee to give the new administration a chance to sit
down and look at it again to potentially make it tighter.

Item referred to Legislative Committee.

MOTION: Refer

MOVER: Stephanie Smith

SECONDER: Holly Garcia

RESULT: Passed [6 TO 4]

AYES: Alcy Jabouin, Capone, Garcia, Pietrantonio, Smith, Matewsky
NAYS: DiPierro, Martins, Nguyen, Rogers

AWAY:

C0135-26 Order/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

An order requesting approval to appropriate by borrowing the amount of
$2,000,000.00 for the purpose of funding the MSBA High School Feasibility Study
Project

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Anthony DiPierro

SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [9 TO 1]

AYES: Capone, DiPierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen, Pietrantonio, Rogers,
i Smith, Matewsky

NAYS: Alcy Jabouin

AWAY:

C0132-26 Petition/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

A petition requesting a new class 1 motor vehicle dealer license for Boston
Freightliner at 2 Rivergreen Drive (New license holder)

The clerk noted the petitioner met that evening at the community and business
development meeting.

MOTION: Favorable Action
MOVER: Holly Garcia
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SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [10 TO 0]

AYES: A!cy Jaboqin, Capone, Di.Pierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen,
Pietrantonio, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky

NAYS:

AWAY:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
23. C0124-26 Petition/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

A petition requesting the renewal of an innholder’s license for Encore Boston Harbor
at 1 Broadway

Councilor Rogers asked about the transportation situation and the status of shuttles
that previously went around the city. Ms. McAnneny explained the shuttles were
stopped due to low ridership, and when the MBTA updated bus routes, the 109 bus
now comes by with more frequency. Instead, Encore is the biggest contributor to the
Lower Mystic TMA, paying $54,000 annually for a shuttle servicing Charlestown and
Everett.

Council President Smith noted that another 30% ($3.7 million) is spent on Encore
businesses registered to Encore's address. Ms. McAnneny clarified these businesses
lease space and are Everett businesses. Council President Smith also asked about
the $50,000 in gift card giveaways to local Everett businesses required by the
agreement. Ms. McAnneny confirmed that spending is separate from the local vendor
spending and offered to provide a list of vendors receiving gift cards.

Councilor Matewsky expressed concern about lack of entertainment value at the
casino, noting there hasn't been entertainment like Wayne Newton or KC and the
Sunshine Band since opening. He mentioned the lack of boxing, sports events, or
even piano players. Ms. McAnneny explained that Encore was required to sign the
impacted live entertainment venue agreement, which limits their ability to host events
due to concerns from local entertainment facilities. Councilor Matewsky noted there
seems to be a missing link between the council and the casino and hoped for
improvement.

Councilor Martins requested that Encore become more part of Everett and noted the
website is all about Boston Harbor, symbolically turning its back on Everett.

Councilor Pietrantonio asked for a list of Everett resident employees.

Ms. McAnneny stated that in the last fiscal year, Encore paid the city of Everett
$22,911,016 for the PILOT, plus an annual community impact fee of $5,692,397, and
when including motor vehicle excise and other taxes, they contribute almost $35
million annually, which is 9% of the Mayor's proposed FY2027 budget.
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Councilor Jabouin stated that when the casino came in, the community was promised
the world but never got it.

Councilor Capone asked about the building ownership, and Ms. McAnneny confirmed
the building was sold to a California real estate conglomerate with Wynn as a long-
term tenant.

Motioned to renew the Innholder’s license.

MOTION: Favorable Action

MOVER: Stephanie Martins

SECONDER: Anthony DiPierro

RESULT: Passed [7 TO 3]

AYES: DiPierro, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen, Rogers, Smith, Matewsky
NAYS: Alcy Jabouin, Capone, Pietrantonio

AWAY:

EXECUTIVE SESSION
24. C0138-26 Resolution/s/ Councilor Stephanie V. Smith, as President

Executive Session to discuss lawsuit filed against the City (Colameta v. City of Everett
et al). In accordance with M.G.L. ch 30A, s. 21(a)(3), the purpose of this executive
session is to discuss litigation strategy in executive session because discussing said
strategy in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigation positions of
the City, Mayor and Council.

Councilor DiPierro stated that due to his relationship with Mr. Colameta, he would not
be participating in the executive session.

The clerk read the eight portions of the executive session procedure. Council
President Smith announced the purpose of the executive session in accordance with
Mass General Law Chapter 30A, Section 21(a)(3), stating the city council is entering
into executive session to discuss a federal civil rights lawsuit filed against the city,
including the city council and the Mayor, with the caption Phil Colameta versus the City
of Everett et al. Mr. Colameta filed a federal lawsuit challenging the mayor and
council's actions in removing him as a member from the Everett Housing Authority
Board and alleging constitutional and civil rights violations. The executive session will
be attended by the city solicitor to discuss the lawsuit with the city council.
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Council President Smith also announced that in accordance with Mass General Law
Chapter 30A Section 21(b)(4), the city council will adjourn after the executive session
and will not reconvene in public.

Motion to enter executive session and invite the Mayor, city solicitor, and clerk, with
adjournment from executive session.

MOTION: Roll Call Vote

MOVER: Stephanie Martins

SECONDER: Katy Rogers

RESULT: Passed [8 TO 0]

AYES: Alcy Jabouin, Capone, Garcia, Martins, Nguyen, Pietrantonio,
i Rogers, Smith

NAYS:

AWAY: DiPierro, Matewsky

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting will adjourn from Executuve Sessuin
Adjourned at 10:24PM
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